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A petite Pallace, 


of Pettie his pleaſure: 


Coed many pretie Hiftories 
by hym ſet foorth in comely col- 


lours, and moſte delightfulip 
diſcourſed. 


* 


Orne tulit punctunt 
qui miſcuit vrils dulei. 
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The Leder of G. P. to RB. 


concerning this woorke. 


N 


ani plraſes aud wordes. But theſe faultes , or whatſoener els , 1 


| trnitie , and furthered by myne omne 
JAY writing , and according to pour requeſt, 


hl call triſtes, which you haue heard mee 


Orced by your erneſt impor- 
idle oportunitie, I haue ſet downe in 
ſent vnto you certayne of thoſe Tragi- 
in ſundrie companies at ſundrye tymes 


report , and ſo neare as I could, I haue 
written them word for word, as I then 
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The Letter. 


care not to excuſe unto you, who are the onely cauſe I committed 
them, by your erneft deſire to haue mee ſet downe theſe tryfles in 
wryting . And as "7 wordes hytherto haue teaded to this end, that 


ron ſhorild rake theſe tryfies well, ſo now Tam to exhort you, that on 


will vſe them well : that with the ſpider you ſucke not out poyſon out 
of theme that by ſome light example you bee not the ſooner incited 
to lighineſſe . For beleeue mee ¶ Iſpealę it friendly , therefore take it 
friendly) I thinks it more needefull to ſend you a bridle then a ſpur 
that way. And if my example may bes a bridle to reftraine you 
from vanitie, doe but imitate mee hereafter , or if my counſayle 
may contaire you in continencye, doe but follow this aduiſe if you bee 
free, that jou come not into bondes ,if you bee bound, vt te redi- 
mas captum quam queas minimo , for truſt mee, the broad 
blalphemy of Pigmalion, and the ſodain Apoſtacie, or rather right 
conuerſion of Alexius, haue ſetled mee in this fayth , that Ithinke 
him Terque quaterque beatum , qui a conſortio mulierum ſe 
cohibere poteſt. Tou marueyle, Iam ſure to heare theſe wordes of 
wee , and that I ſgoulil ſo ſoone turne my tippet and recant , who but 
yeſterday As it were,entred into herefie . But beleeue moe (my B.) 


nunquãàm nimis citò eſt ad bonos mores via. Qui non eſt ho- 


dic, cras minus aptus erit. 
Principiis obſta, ſerò medicina paratur, - 
Cum mala per ſongas conualuere moras. 

Errare humanum eſt, in errore perſeuerare, beluinum, 
Dinnes oft allayed, are thought to be no ſinne: 
S0finnedoth ſople the Soule it ſinketh in. | 

Thus haue I ſent you iu that books ſome fruites of my former folly, 

and in this bitter the profeſſion of my preſent fayth, deſiring you to vſe 


the one to poi hone ſt pleaſure, and to follow the other to your godly 


proſyte, W lodging in Houlburne this, 1 2. of Iulyß. 
Luus ſemper, aut ſuus numquam. == 
Omnia in mundo, immunda. 
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Sinorix and ( amma. 


g Sinorix chiefe gouernour of Sienna in Italie, glauncing 

his eyes vpon the glitteryng beautie of Camma, wyfe to 
Sinnatus, a Gentleman of the ſame citie, falleth into ex- 
treme lone with her, and aſſayeth ſundry wayes to wyn 
her good wyll . But perceyuyng his practiſes to take no 
wiſned effect, and ſuppoſing the husbandes lyfe to hyn- 
der his loue, cauſed hym to be murthered by a Ruffian. 
Camma, to the intent ſnee might be reuenged vpon the 
chiefe conſpiratour, in grauntyng hym marriage, diſ- 
patcheth her ſelfe in drinking to hym, and him, in pled- 
ging her in a draught of poyſon, which (hee had prepa- 
red for that purpoſe. 


e amongelt all the bondes of beneuolence and 
==) good will, there is none moze honozable, auncient, 
Alo; honeſt, then Marpage: ſo in my fanlie , there is 
7/6, none that vooth moze firmely faſten, and inſeparas 
=0o)2\| bly vnite vs together, chen the ſame eſtate vooth , oz 
wherein the fruites of true freendſhip doo moze 
plenteouliy appeare , In the Father is a certayne ſeuere loue and 
carefull good will towardes the childe, che childe beareth a fearefull 
affection & awfull obedience towards the Father: the Maiſter hath - 
an imperious regard of the ſeruane, the ſeruant a ſeruile care ofthe 
mapſter. The freendſhip amongſt men is grounded vpon no Law, 
and dillolued vppon euery lyght occaſion: the good will ofkinſfolke 
is commonly colde , as mutch of cuſtome as of deuotion. But in 
this ſtately ſtate of Matrimonie, there is nothing kearefull, nothing 
faygned,all things are doone fapthfullp without doubting, truely 
without deubling , willingly without conftrapnt , toyfully without 
complaynt: yea there is ſuch a generall conſent aud mutuall agree⸗ 
ment betweene the man and wile, chat they boch with and will, couer 
and craue one thing. And as a ſienes grafted in a ſtrange ſkocke, 
their natures being vnited by grouth, chey become one, and together 
beare one fruite: ſo the loue ofthe wyfe planted in che bzeſt of her 
huſband, their hartes by continuance of loue become one, one ſenſe, 
and one deſire ſerneth them both. And as the ſienes ſeuered from the 
ſtock, withereth away, ik it be not grafted in ſome other: lo a louyng 
wyke,ſeparated from the lociecte — awithereth we in 
Dy | Uebe, 
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2 Finorix and Camma, 


woe, and leadeth a life no leſſe pleaſant then death, as the ſequele of 
this hiſtoꝛy ſhall ſhewe, wherin you ſhall ſee a marueylous mirro2 
of bleſſed Matrimonp, and a terrible tipe of beaſtly tyꝛannie. 

In the Citie Sienna was a married couple, the huſbande named 


innatus, the wife called Camma, who as they were by eſtate woz- 


ſhipfull,by bertue honozable, and by goodnelle gracious, ſo were 
they in ritches foztunate , in childzen fruicfull, in friendes flouri⸗ 
ſhing, and in loue ſo loyall eche to other, chat they long tyme led a 
louing and quiet lyfe together. But epther foztune enuying their 
pꝛolperitie, oz che diuell diſpleaſed with their vertuous lyle, oz God 
diſpoſed to try their truth,x make the patterns to their poſterity, cõ⸗ 
uerted this happy lyfe to heauy eſtatc, and raiſed vp one Sinorix, to 
raſe + beate down the firme foundation ok their fapthfull building # 
byding together, Fo? this Sinorix glauncing his gazing eies on the 
blazing beauty of Camma, receiued ſo deepe an impꝛelliõ ofthe pers 
kection in hishart, that immediatly he fixed his fancie vpd her comly 
co2ps : And being the chiele ruler ofthe citie, he perſwaded himlelke 
that there was none in the citie ſo ſtout, but would ſtoup to his lure, 
no2 none ſo faire, but would kain imploy themlelues to pleaſure him: 
but on the other ſide, che renowned vertue of Camma came to his 
mind, which perſwaded an impollibility to his purpoſe: and flotting 
thus betwen hope and dilpaire he entred into theſe termes. 

O milerable wꝛetch that Jam, to whom ſhal F addꝛeſſe my com⸗ 
playnts, is it the heauenly powers and goddes ok loue that hach de⸗ 
pꝛiued mee ok my ſenſes, and ſhewed their diuine wozking in me: Oꝛ 
is it the helliſh Hags and ſpirits of ſpight that haue bereeued me 


bl realon, and executed their crueltie on me:Js it loue that leadeth 


mee to thys luſt: Oz is it hate that haletch mee to thys hurt and mil⸗ 
chieke: No, no, the Gods guide vs to goodnes the furies ofhel it is 
that koꝛce vs to filchines, neither doth it any way deſerue the name of 
loue, which bꝛingeth ſuch toꝛmẽt to my troubled minde, that all the 
diuels in the woꝛld could not do the like, But ſee my raſhnes, why 
am J lo blindly bold, beaſtly to blaſpheme againſt that which pꝛo⸗ 
ceedes altogether ok nature, which nature hath imparted to all men, 
and which ought to follow without repining oz reſiſting foz ſo long 
as J follow nature as my guide, J cannot do amiſle, c ſeeing nature 
hath taught vs to loue, why ſhould J not rather pꝛoue her precepts, 
chen repꝛoue that which by natures loze is alowed;and touching toz- 

| ment 


ment ofmynde, oz other inconuenience that it bꝛingeth, is it al able 
to impapꝛe the leaſt toye whiche J ſhall intoye in imbzacing my 
Camma ? Jg it not meete that hee which would reape, ſhould ſowe, 
hee that would gather kruite, ſhoulde plant trees, hee that woulde 
reache the ſweete roſe, ſhould nowe and ihen be ſcratched with the 
ſharpe bꝛiers : Imeane, it is meete if I purpoſe ta poſſeſſe ſo pꝛo⸗ 
per a peece as Camma is, that J ſhould flee no labour, oꝛ refuſe az 
ny perill in the purlſute thereof. And hereuppon he determined to 
follow the fury ok his fancy , what pangucs oz perils ſoeuer hee in⸗ 
curred therby, and hauing reuolued many wayes in his mynde how 
hee myght aſpyꝛe to his purpoſe, at length he reſolued vppon this, 
to inſtitute a ſumptuous Banquet, wherto hee inuited rhe chieke of 
the citie, among whom Synnatus and his wife Camma were net 
koꝛgotten, to wit, the only auctoꝛs of the feaſte. Now foꝛ the moꝛe 
royall receyuing ot his gueſtes, he met them at the entry into his 
Palaice,and gaue them this greeting. Fayze Ladies, as Jam 
ryght ioyfull of pour pꝛeſence, ſo am J no leſſe ſozowtfull fo the 
papnes which vou haue taken in vndertaking ſo great a journey this 
darke and miſty euening, fo2 the which J mult account my ſelfe ſo 
mutch the mote beholding to vou, by how much greater your labour 
was in comming, and by how mutch leſle pour chere ſhalbe able to 
counteruaile it now you are come: and taking Camma by the hand, 
hee ſayd ſoltly vnto her, pity the peines ol theſe gentlewomen the 
leſſe, foꝛ that vou were in their company,whole pierſing eyes as ce⸗ 
leſtial ſtarres oꝛ heauenly lamps, might ſerue foꝛ lights in che dark, 
whole lweete face might parfume the ayer from all noyſome ſmels 
which might annoy them, and by beholding ponr louely lookes and 
perfect ſhape, chey myght take ſutch delight, that the wearineſſe ot 
the waye coulde nothyng moleſt oz greeue them. 
Camma hearing her ſelfe ſo greatly p2ayſed of ſo great a per⸗ 
ſonage as hee was, could not keepe the Roſeall redde out ol her Az 
lablaſter cheekes, and thinking no ſutch ſerpentine malice to lie hid 
vnder theſe merry and ſugred wooꝛdes, ſhee gaue hym this courte⸗ 
aus anſweare. | 

Ik Sir the company had made no better p2ouiſion for lights and 
other things neceſſary, then ſuch as you ſpeake of, they might ſone 
haue ſlipt into the mier: but as J perceyue by your woozds, vou 
ate diſpoſed to teſt and bee meery, la = content fo) this — 


Finorix and ( amma. 2 


Finorix and Camma. 


bee made the inftrumenttherof,therby to eaſe ſome part of the paing 
which pou are lpke ta take in receyring ſuch troubleſome gueſtes as 
we are:# fo} our chere port need take no thought, foꝛ it ſhalbe ſo much 
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too good fo2 vs, by how much leſſe we haue deſerued any atal at your 
handes, After this amozous incounter, he cauſed the company to ſit 
dowae to the banquet, and lo diſpoſed the matter, that Camma late 
right ouer at the table agaynſt him, whereby hee freely ſed his eyes 
on that meat which conuerted rather to nouriſhment of ſickneſle, 
then to hollome humours ok healch. Foz as the fineſt meates that 
bee, eaten by one in extremitie ofſickneſſe, relolue not to pure blood 
to ſtrengthen the body, but to watriſhe humours to feede the feuer 


and diſeaſe: ſo though her face and lookes were fine and ſweete, and 


bꝛouqht delight to al the beholders els, vet to him they wꝛought one⸗ 
Iy to2ment and trouble ot minde. And notwithſtanding hee percey- 
ued her beauty to bꝛeede his bane, and her lookes to pꝛocure che loſſe 


bkhis libertie, x that as the Cocatrice by ſight only fleaeth: ſo ſhe by 


courteous countenance onelp killed and wounded his hart, yet could 
he not refraine his eyes from beholding her, but accopding'ts the na⸗ 
ture of the ſickly pacient, which cheilly deſtreth that which. cheilly is 
foꝛbidden hym, hee ſo inceſſantly cthzew his amarous glaunces tox 
wards her, that his eyes were altogether bleared with her beautte, 
and ſhze allo at the length beganne to perceiue his louyng lookes 
towardes her, which made her looke pale in token ofthe little plea⸗ 
{ure ſhee tooke in his toies, and of the great feare ſhee had, leaſt ſome 
other ſhould marke them, whereby her good name myght come in 
queſtion. The banquet being ended, euery one of them prepared 
them lelues ta heare a ſtage plap, which was then ready to bee pꝛe· 
ſented, But Synorix beeing able to play but one parte, which was 
of a pooꝑe paſſionate louer,determpned to go foʒ warde with the tra⸗ 
gedy already begun betweene Camma and him; and ſeeing her ſet 
out o her huſbandes ſight , placed him ſelfe by her, and entred into 
reaſoning with her, to this purpole . If ( kayze laoy)this ſimple bans 
quethad beene ſo ſweete and pleaſaunt to pour ſeemely ſelle and the 
reſt, as pour ſight is delightfull to mee, Jam perſwaded vou would 
not haue chaunged pour cheere foꝛ Nectar and Ambroſia, which 
the Poetes fapgned to bee the foode of the Goddes: but ſeeing 
there was no caule of delight in the one, and che other contay⸗ 
et chart init _ — content the Goddes them ſelues, I (pat 
deſpꝛe 


Sinorix and ( umma. 5 
delſyꝛe vou in good part to accept the one, and courteoiſiy to accotne 
me wozthy to inioy the other. And though J haue not heretofoze by 
dutifiill ſeruice manifeſted vnto you the topaltie of my lone, vet if 


mp poozeharte could ſignifie bnto you the aſſaultes it hath ſuffred 


fo2 your ſake, I doubt not but pou would confeſſe , that by fozce of 
I2teJ had woon you, and were wozthy to.weare: you, Foz albeit 
by humane lawes your huſband only haue intereſt in pou: pet by na 
kures lawes, which being moꝛe auncient, ought to bee ol moꝛe auctos 
ritie, he ought to inioy pou, which topeth molt in pou , which loueth 
pou beſt, and indureth moſt payne foz pour ſake , And fo pzoofe of 
natures lawes, it maye pleaſe pon to conſider the qualitie ofthe ſhee 
wolfe, who alway choſeth that wolf fo her make, who is made moſt 
leane and foule by folowing her: beſides that, my title marcheth vn- 
der the enſigne ol iuſtice, which is a vertne giuing to every one ac⸗ 
Coding to his deſarte, and that the deſart or loue is onely loue again, 
I know you are not to know: foꝛ all the goods in the waꝛld ere not 
able to requite good will, the one belonging to the mynde, the others 
incident tothe body: but from the equitie ol my cauſe J appeale 
to pour goss grace and fauoꝛ, and at the bar of aur beautje, J hum- 


bly holde vy i handes meaning to be tried by your curteſie and 


mine owne lopaltie, and minding to abide pour ſentence, eyther of 
conſent vnto lyfe, oꝛ ot deniall vnto death. Camma hearing this 
dilcourſe, aſſone looked red foꝛ ſhame, as ſoone pale foz anger, ney- 
cher would dildayne let her make him an{were , neyther would her 


greile giue her leaue ta hold hir peace, but ſtãding a while in amaze 


rr 


betweeneſilenceand laying, at length ſhee bake of the one, and 
burſt out into the other, in this ſore, R 5 

NI Sir) pour banquet had bene no better, chen this your talke is 
pleaſannt to mee, J am perlwaded the diſhes would haue bene tas 
ken whole from the Table without touching, but as che one was far 
better then the tompanß deſerned. o che other kor a tar wezle woman 


v4) wS'd ee ace 


mightmoze fitly haue lerued, and ifyourſweete meate haue ſuc” _ 


wer ſatice,the next tinie ycu lende fo2 mee, J will mak» 49 64 
anſwere, as was made to Craterus the Emperor” peu Hitch 


when he ſent fo2 him co make his abode witb ,,. .* by Diogenes, 
anſwered hehadr acher be fed at Ather., - Min his colirte, who 
ked ar bone bach bean den, P2cmile vou, I had rather bee 
X . thonie with bꝛeade water, chen * 50 oy ſoz dainty diſhes, 
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6 Sinorix and Camma. 


Touching te paines pou haue indured fo2 my ſake, J take vour 
woes to be as falſe towareds me, as you would make my faith tos 
wards my hulbãd. But admit they were true, ſeeing J haue not wil⸗ 
lingly ben the cauſe ol them, J count not my lelt bound in conſcience. 
to counteruaple them, only J am ſozy they were not beſtowed on 
ſome moꝛe woꝛthy your eſtate, and leſſe wozthy an honeſt name then 
my ſelf, which being thechtefritches haue, J meane moſt diligent- 
ly to kepe. The intereſt which cauillingly vou cleime in me, as it cõ⸗ 
ſiſteth of falſe premiſes, ſo though the pꝛemiles were true, vet the 
concluſion which pou infer thereof followeth not neceſſarily; Fox 
were it ſo that your love were greater towards me then my hul⸗ 
bandes (which pon can not induce me to beleeue) yet ſeeing my hul⸗ 
bande by ozder ot law hath firſt taken poſſeſſion of mee, your title 
ſucceeding his, your ſuctelle ſute muſt needes be cold and naught: 
 fo2as pour ſelte ſay of lawes, ſo of titles the firſt are euer of moſt 
koꝛce, and the moſt ancient ot moſt authoꝛitie. Your Molues exams 
ple, though it ſhewe pour Foxely bꝛayne, yet doth it infozce no ſutch 
pꝛoofe to pour purpoſe, but that by my fozmer realon it ma bee re⸗ 
felled,foz chat the Wolfe is free from the pꝛoper poſleſlis of any:but 


therin trulp you oblerue decorum very duly , in bſyng the example 
of a beaſt in ſo beaſtly a cauſe: foʒ like purpoſe, like pꝛoofe, like man, 
like matter. Pour manly marching vnder che enſigne ok Juſtice, if 
reaſon be your captaine general to lead you, J doubt not, but ſoone ta 
tourne to a retire; fo if it be good will which you beare mee, J muſt 
needes grafit you duly deſerue the like agayne: but when vou are a⸗ 
ble to pꝛooue it goodwill to deflower oy: chaſkitie, to beereeue me of 


my good name, to deſpoyle me of mine honour, to cauſe mee totrans 
grelle the boundes ofhoneſtie,to infringe my faith towards my hul⸗ 
band, to violate the ſacred rytes of Matrimonie, to pollute the Tem⸗ 
ple of the Lode, with other innumerable enozmities, when, J lap, 
pou are able to pꝛoue theſe to pzoceed of good wil, thẽ wil J willingz 
ly yeelde conſent to your requeſt. But lee che vnreaſonablenelle of 
pour ſuite, would you haue me in ſhewing curteſie toward you, com- 
mit crueltie towards my ſelke: ſhould Jin extending mercie to you, 
bꝛing my ſelle to miſerie $ ſhould J place you in pleaſure, x diſplace 
my ſelle of all top + fo what top can à woman inioy, hauing loſt her 
chalticie, which ought to bee the top, Jewell and Jem ok all Gentil⸗ 
won of my callpng; | colitenicy + your appeale frõ pour o owne g 


Sinorix and Camma. 7 
to my curtelie bewzapeth the nanghtineſle chereof: fox ifit be not 


pyll, why ſticke pou not to it: It᷑ it bee good, why appeale you from 


it: but ſeeing you haue conſtituted me Judge in this caſe, vou know 
it is not the part of a Judge to deale parcially, oz to reſpect the man 
moze then the matter, oꝛ to tender moze myne owne caſe then pour 
cauſe: theretoꝛe indifferently this ſentence definitine J giue, J cons 
demne vou hencefoozth to perpetuall ſplence in this ſute, and that 
vou neuer hereafter open pour mouth herein, beeing a matter moſt 
vnſeemely fo2 your honour, and molt pꝛeiudiciall to my honeſtie: 
and in abyding this ſentence ( ik you can be content with honeſt ami⸗ 
tie) fo the curteſte which J haue alwapes found at pour handes, and 
foꝛ the good will which pou pꝛetend to beare me, J pzomile pou, vou 
ſhal inioy the ſecond place in my hart, and you ſhal finde me freendly 
in all things, which either you wich reaſon can alke, oz J with hone: 
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ſtie graunt, - 922 
Sinorix hauing hearde this Angell thus amiably pꝛonouncing 
theſe woozdes, was ſo rapt in admiration of her wiſedome , and 
rautſhed in contemplation ok her beautte , that though ſhee had not 
inioyned hym to lilence, vet had he not had a wooꝛde to lay: and leaſt 
his lookes myght bewꝛ ay his loue, and his countenance diſcouer 
hig caſe, he ſecretly and ſodaynly withdzewe himlelfe into his cham- 
ber, to ſtudy what face to ſet on the matter: and caſting himſelfe vp- 
on his bed, after hee had dꝛeamed awhile vpon his doting deuiſes, 
at length he awaked out ofhis wauering thoughts, and recouered 
the poſlſeſſionokhis ſenles agayne: by which tyme the play was en⸗ 
ded, and his gueſtes ready to departe, whereuppon hee was dꝛiuen 
to come foozth of his chamber to take his leaue of them: and bid⸗ 
ding his Miſteris good nyght, hee gaue her ſuch a looke, that his ve⸗ 
ry epes ſeemed to pleade fox pitty, ſo that what his tongue durſt not, 
his eyes did. Pis gueſtes beeing gon, hee diſpoſed himlelte to reit, 
but loue, which was then his good Mayſter, wilied him other wiſe 
to imploy that night, which was in examining particulerly euery 


Popnt of her aunſwere. And though the firſt part ſeemed ſcme- 


what ſharpe and rigoꝛous, and the ſecond contayned the confutation 
ok his caule: yet the thirde and laſt part ſeemed to be mixt with met- 
tell of moꝛe milde matter, which he repeated to himſeife a thouſand 
times, and thereuppon, as vppon a firme ”**ndation, determined to 
Laple vp his building agapne, which the two fopner parts of ber any 
3 ſwere 
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ſwere had vtterly ranſacktto the ground. But miſtaking the na: 
ture ofthe ground whereon the fundation was lapd, his building, as 
ikit had been ſet in ſandes, ſoone came to ruine: to by that pꝛomiſe 
of freendlhip,which ſhee freendly made him, hee ſiniſterly concey⸗ 
ued hope ol obtayning that, which ſhee neyther with honour could 
pꝛomiſe, neyther with honeltie perkoꝛme: and feeding himſelle with 
that vapne hope in great bꝛauerie, as in a manner aſſured of the vic⸗ 
toꝛie, hee wzote vnto her to this effect, 

Albeit good Miſtres, pou haue inioyned my tongue fo ſilence, 
pet my handes are at libertie, to bewꝛay the ſecrets ol my harte: and 
though pou haue taken mp hart pꝛiſoner, yet my head hath free po⸗ 
wer to plead fo releaſe and releife. Neither would J pou ſheuld 
count me in the number of choſe cowardly ſouldiers , which at the 
firlf Canon that rozeth, giue ouer the liege of the citie they aſſaulted, 
fo2 I haue ben alwaies ſecled in this opinion, that the moze hard the 
light is, the moꝛe haughtie is the conqueſt, and the moze doubtlulthe 
battaple,the moze doubtie the victozp . And as it is not the part of 

a politike Captapne ta put himlelke in perill, without hope of pꝛap, 
02 pꝛaile: ſo to win the Bulwark ot your bzeaſt, J count it a moze 
rich booty, then Cæſar had in ranſacking ſo many cities, and a moze 
rare pꝛayſe chan euer Alexander had in ſubduing ſo manp nations, 
And though my pꝛeluniption may ſeeme great, in pꝛactiſing on one 
of fo high a calling as your ſwet ſelk, yet ſeeing in al degres ol frend⸗ 
ſhip, equalitie is cheifly coidered,J cruſt you wil cleare me ot crime 
chat wap:neither would J, vou ſhould think my flight lo free to ſtoup 
at euery ſtale, Foz as the haughty Hauk wil not pꝛay on carrion: (a 
neither wil courtly ſilkes p2actiſe country ſluts. But bicauſe J know 
that to bee in you, which both concerneth mp calling, and conſenteth 
with my fancie, J haue choſen you ko the Goddelle ol my deuotids, 
humbly beſeching pou with pity to heare the pꝛaiers, which J with 
pain powne foo2th befoze pou, that it may not be laid, your name hath 
been called on in vayne, wherby you may looſe that honoꝛ which os 
thers ok dutie, and Jof deuotion do owe vnto you, The benefit which 
vou beſtow on me, in graunting mee the ſecond place in pour hart, 
as Imuſt acknowledge though ſomwhat vnthankfully , ſo muſt J 
traue a greater, though ſomwhat impudently : fo ſeeing my whole 
harte and body are yours, me thinkes a peece of pour hart is a poſe 
peice of amends. Nax the matter vpzightly, conſider my caſe —_ 
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tiouſly, and take compaſſion on mee ſpeedely , Youres altoge* 
ther, Don Sinorix de Sienna. Camma hauing receiued and read 
this letter, was allapled diuerſly, fomettme wich ſozowe , in thin- 
king onthe the time ſhe firſt ſawhim, oz hee her, ſometime with re- 
pentance other fozmer pꝛomiſe made him, ſometime with pity on 
bis part, ſometime with pity on her owne: but at length pity van- 
quiſhed pity, and cauſed her to ſend this rongh reply to his letter. 
The little account you make of me # mp goodwill, J perceive by 
the little care you haue to ſatiſue that which J gaue pou in charge, 
Pou would pl haue don as the knight Virle did, who at thecõmaunde⸗ 
mẽt ot his lady Zilia foꝛbare che vſe of his toung, & remapned dumbe 
che terme ol. iii.peeres. But as pou ſubtilly thinke to dilcharge your 
{elfe of my charge, by waiting and not lpeaking: ſo by wiiting J 
ſimply do pon to vnderſtand, that from hencefozth you looke fo no 
mote at my handes the at a ſtratigers , I wil not ſap an nemies : foz 
ſeeing mp pzomile was butvppon condition, the condition beeing 
bꝛoken, mp p2omile is voyde. And ſeeing pou haue played the pel⸗ 
ting Marchant ventrer,tohazard that goodwill and credite you had 
with mee, to get moze, the tempeſt ol my iuſt diſpleaſed minde hath 
Diiuen your ſute againſt the rough rockes ok repulſe, andpou haue 
made ſhipwake of all: pour couragious perſiſting in your purpoſe, 
pꝛoueth you rather a deſperate ſot, then a diſcrete ſouldisur: $2 
to hop agatnlt the hill, and ſtrive againſt the ſtreame, hath euer 
bene counted extreeme folly ; your valiaunt ventring fo2 a pꝛay of 
value, pꝛoceedes rather of couetouſneſſe; then of courage, fox the 
valiant ſouldiour ſeeketh glozy, not gaine: but therein you may bee 
moꝛe fitly reſembled to the Caterpiller, which cleaueth only to 
good fruite, oꝛ tothe Moath, wh ich moſt ok al eateth the beſt cloath, 
02 to the Canker, which comonly bꝛeedech in the fayzeit Roſe, oz to 
the Moulfe, which by his wil, wil kil che fatteſt ſheepe. The cquaz 
lity which you pꝛetend to be between vs, is altogether vnequall: fo2 
both you exceede me in degree, and J excell vou in honeſtie, ſo that 
neither in calling noz qualitie, is there any equalitie beetweene 
bs. Mheras you haue choſen mee fox pour goddeſle, J beleeche 
vou ſufferme to remaine an earthly creature, and ſerue pou that 
god which can bꝛidle pour wanton deſires, and giue pou grace to 
giue your neighbours leaue to liue honeſtly by you: Leaſt you take 
his name in vain, who will berely puniſh pour vanity at the len2th, 
8 C. i. though 


. 4 


10 Sinorix and camma. 


though fo) a time he ſuffer you ta wallow in your wickednes, Foz it 
is the pꝛudent pollicy ol God, to ſuffer the ſinful long time to ſwim 
in their ſynne, to make their ſinking moze ſoꝛowkul, by their fodaine 
ſhꝛinking frõ pꝛolſperity to aduerſity: Fo; aduerlity is euer molt bits 
ter to him, who hath long time lined in p2oſperity , neither mult pou 
thinke that that which is deferred,is take away. Foz as yeur ſelf, oz 
any other that oweth mony , though pou deferre pour creditour fo2.a 
time, vet you defraud him not altogether o his due: ſo, though God 
take dayes with pou fot a time, pet aſſure pour ſelfe he wil pay you 
truly at the length, yea  perchance with large vſury,beſides the due 
det. Foz as a hauke, che higher pitch Ge fleeth trõ the ground, with 
the moe force ſhe ſtopeth down vpd her pꝛay, c can the mote calily 
cũmaund it, oꝛ as a ſtroke oz blow, che higher it is lifted, the heuier it 
lights: lo gods vẽgance the longer it is deferred, che moge it is to be 
feared. And this good counſel take ok me, as the laſt benefit which 
pou ſhall euer receiue at my hands, Yours nothing at al, Conſtan- 
tino al. 
Sinorix hauing ſeene this rigoꝛous reſolution of his Miſtres, 
went another way to wozke, he ſuboꝛned an old woman ofthe citie, 
wel ſeene in ſoliciting lutch luits, to go vnto her, c to pzeſenther fr 
him wich manp ritch iewels, x which he willed her to tel, hee would 
willing beſtow foz one ſimple conſent ot her good will. The olde 
woman hauing done his ſhamekul mellage without ſhame , ſapd of 
her ſelfe in this ſoꝛt. Surely, Miſtres Camma, if the experience 

vhich old yeeers haue giuen mee, might crave credit fox the cofiſef{ 
which J ſhal giue pou, J wold not wiſh pou to refuſe the fredſhip ol 
ſuch a one as Sinorix ig, who is able to fil ycur purſe with pearls, 
& fulfil pou with pleaſure euery way: neither is it wildome fo2 yore 
to ſpend pour golden peeres but in golden plealure, & not to be tien 
to one diet, which bzingeth lacietie andlochfomneſſe , but to haue 
choice ofchaunge, which bꝛeedeth appetite and luſtineſle. 

The chaſte eares of Camma not able to indure this conrle 
diſcourſe , thee cutte of her ghoſtely counlayle with chefe cuttyng 
woozdes, Gentlewoman , ik pou were indued with as many good 
conditions , as vou haue liued peeres , vou woulde neuer haue viz 
dertaken ſo ſhameles a meſſage, and were it not moꝛe fo2 reuerence 
of pour veeres, then reſpect ot pour errant, I would make pour fil 

#þy trade of lifs ſo famous, that you ſhould ener hereafter be aha. 
| | med 


Sinorix and Camma. It 
med to ſhew your face-in any honeſt company. What , doo you 

thinke, though mony can make you a baude, that it can make me 
a harlot + and though you fo2 gaine flee no filthines, that J foꝛ 

glozp follow no faichfulnes , either towards my ſpouſe and hul⸗ 
band, either towards my Loꝛd and God: Do pou iugde me ſo coue⸗ 
tous of coine, oꝛ ſo pꝛodigall of mine honour, that to get the one, J 
will loole the other: Oz doth hee that ſent you thinke lo abiectly of 
mee, that gaine may mote pꝛeuaile wich mee then goodwill, mony 
moꝛe then a man, coyne moze then courtelte, Jewels moze then gen⸗ 
fleneſſe, Pearls moꝛe then perils, and paynes which hee hath indit- 
red fo my ſake + no, let him vnderſtand, ik any thing could haue cau⸗ 
ſed mee to lwarue krom my duty, lone, not luker ſhould haue allu⸗ 
red mee therto. But as J am fully reſolued, faythfully to keepe my 
bow and pꝛomis made to my hulband, ſo J beeſeech him not to be⸗ 
ſtow any mote laboꝛ in attempting that, which he ſhal neuer attaine 
bnto :fo2 befoze this my reſolution ſhallbee reuerſed, hee ſhall ſee the 
diſſolution ot my body into duſt. But ik hee will not thus giue o⸗ 
uer his ſuite, hee will cauſe mee to make thoſe pziup to his dealing, 
who will make him aſhamed ok it: and fo your part, vou may packe 
vou hence with this pour tralhe and trumperp, to thoſe which mea⸗ 
ſire their honour by the pꝛice ok pꝛolite, and their gloꝛy by the guer⸗ 
don of gaine. This honeſt woman beeing gone away with a flex 
in her eare, Camma began to thinke of the matter wich aduyſed 
deliberation, and entred into reaſoning with her ſelfe in this lozt. 

What fearkull folly is this in me to contemne the frendſhip ot ſa 
great a Lo as Synorix is, whom the greateſt Lady in this lande 
waulde willingly receiue fo2 hulbande, and pet J rigozouſlp re⸗ 
fuſe koꝛ ſeruaunt: What is that honour whereon I ſtand ſo ſtifly? 
ſhall it not rather increaſe mine honour, to haue ſohonourable a 
ſeruaunt: And what is that chaſticie whiche J ſeeke lo charily 
to keepe do not ſome men lay, that women alwaies liue chaſtly ye⸗ 
nough, ſo that they line charily penoughẽ that is, ſo that they conuay 
their matters ſo couertly, chat their dooings be not commonly knew: 
en, fo2 ocherwile, to incontinency were added impudency : likewiſe, 
fo a womã to enter into conuerſation with a raſcal ofno reputation, 
can not but be a great blemiſh to the bꝛightnes ok her name, (foꝛ a 
foule adultrer,is euer woꝛſe then the adultry it ſelfe) and is it a great 
ſigne ſhe greatly lotheth her huſband, when ſhe liketh one better 
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which is euery way wozſe % but to haue a freende of reſeriation, 
whole very countenance may credit her and her hulband, me thinkes 
tan be great diſhonour to either the one oꝛ the other. Mhat diſho⸗ 
nour was it J pꝛay vou to Helen, when ſhe left her huſband Mene- 
laus, and went with Paris to Troy? Did not the whole glozp of 
Greece, to her great glozy, go in armes to fetch her again: And 
if ſhe had not been counted a peeceok pꝛice , oz ik by that fact 
ſhee had defaced her honour, is it to be thought the Grecias would 
haue continued ten peeres in war continually to win her againe: 
But to leaue honcur and chaſtity, and come to commodity and ſafe- 
ty, what do J Knowe what perils wil folow ofthis repuile 5 Js it 
likely Sinorix wil put vp this repꝛoch paciently : Pap J not iuſtly 
loke to haue his lone turned to hate, and that he will either by ty⸗ 
rãnous meanes ſeeke the ſubuerſiõ ot my huſband & his whole houle⸗ 
bold, eyther by trecherous meanes wozk the cuerthꝛow ok me and 
my good name! Fo} the firſt, Edward a king of England may 
ſerue fo an example, who when the Counteſle of Saliſbury would 
not conſent to content his incontinent deſire, he ſoraged against 
her parents and friends, that the father was fozced to perſwade his 
own daughter to folly, and the mother as a baud to pꝛoſtitute her to 
the kings luſt, and bꝛing her to his pꝛiuye chamber, Fox the le⸗ 
cond, the Erle of Pancalier map ſerue fo teſtimony , who when 
the ducheſſe of Sauoy woulde not peelde to his laſciuious luſt, 
wought lutch wples , that ſhee was condemned koz adultrye, 
and iudged to ſuffer. moſt ſhamefull death by burning , Nowe 
to pꝛeuẽt either of theſe perils, it lieth in my power: & ſeing of euils 
the leſt is tobe choſen, J think it better then to hazard like, liuing, oꝛ 
good name, to looſe that which ſhalbe no great loſle to my huſbande 
oʒ my ſelf ; fo2 as the ſun though it ſhine on vs here in Italy, yet it gi⸗ 
ueth light likewiſe to thoſe that are in England and other places, 
02 as the ſea hach fiſh foꝛ euery man, oꝛ as one good diſh of meat 
may well ſuffiſe two perſons though very hungry: lo is there that 
in me wherwith Synnatus map be ſaciſfied,# Synorix ſuffiſed, And 
this incozagech me hereto the rather, foꝛ that I ſee by experience in 
moſt of mp neighbours, that thoſe are euer moſt made of by their 
huſ-ads, who that way deale moſt falſelp with their huſbands, Be⸗ 
ſides that, how openly ſoeuer they deale in theſe affaires, their hul⸗ 
bands neuer heare of ic, æ though they do heare ofic,yet wil oy = 
earken 
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hearken vnto it, and though they do in a manner ſee it, yet wül they 
not beleeue it, and though they doo belecue it, yet will they lone 
them the better, to haue them leaue it the ſooner, Againe, what 
know J whether my huſvand deale falſely with me, and row in ſome 
other ſtreame, which if it bee ſo, J ſhall but ſave bis ſoule in pay⸗ 
ing his debts, and exerciſe the vertue ot iuſtice in requiting like toz 
like. And touching coxupting of my childꝛens blood, I thinke it 
made mote noble, in participating with a bloud moze noble then my 
huſhandes is. But canſt thou harlot call him hul band, whom thou 
meaneſt ſo wickedly to betraye: Am J in my wits to vſe theſe wit⸗ 
les wooꝛdes ?: Is it my mouth that hath vttered this blaſpemy, oꝛ 
was it the diuel within me that deliuered it koꝛch: Mo, if J were 
gyltie but in thought hereto, would reſtoze the fault with crimi⸗ 
nal penance, yea if J elt any part in me apt to any lich euil, J 
would cut it of foꝛ feare of infecting the reſt of the body. Good god, 
whicher now is honour fled, which was euer wont to be the faireſt 
flower in my garland + Whither now is chaſtity chaled, which hath 
ben alwates the chiefeſt tay ol my ſtate : Shall the ſunne ok my ſhi⸗ 
ning like be noweclipſed with an acte ſo filthy,that the very remem⸗ 
bꝛance thereofigno leſſe greeuous then death: Thy, was Helen 
fo} al her heauenly hew, any other at counted then a common harlot, 
ee was it not only to be reuenged on her # her champion Paris, that 
the Grecians continued their ſiege ſo long? And touching thei in⸗ 
conueniences IJ map incur by this refuſall, is any euill woꝛſe then 
diſhoneſty : Is there any thing to be fled moze then offence $ J's not 
the lolle of goodes leſſe, then of ones good name: Is not an honou- 
rable death, to be p2eferred befoze an infamous lite: And touching 
the Countelle befoze rehearſed, had ſhe euer married with the king, 
if ſhee had not continued in her conſtancy to the ende? And foz the 
Ducheſle ol Sauoy, what hurt ſuſtained ſhee by that falſe accuſati- 

on ?: Did it not make her gloꝛy and vertue ſhewe moze ſplendently 
to the whole wozld : Pes no doubt of it. Foz like as ſtreames, the 
moꝛe pe ſtop thẽ, the higher they flow, e trees the moꝛe pe lop them, 
the greater they grow, oz as Spices, che moꝛe they are beaten, the 
ſweeter ſent they ſend foxth,o2 as the hearbe Camamile,the moze-it 
is troden downe, che moꝛze it ſp2eadeth abzoad: vertue c honeſty, the 
maze it is ſpited, che moze it lpꝛouteth # ſpꝛingeth, lo honour euer is 
che reward ol vertue, e doch age. it as duly as the ſhadow 3 
NI he 
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the body; And as the lin, thaugh it be vnder a cloud, keepeth ſtilhis 
bꝛighenes, though we ſee it not: lo bertue, though it be dimmed with 
diueliſhe deuiſes,yet it keepeth her ſfrength and power ſtill, though 
to vs it ſeeme vtterly to be extinguiſhed, ſo that ſo long as Jremain 
vertitus and hone, J neede not care what man, malice, oꝛ the diuel 
can deniſe againſt mee. Ma, no, deare childzen, vou ſhall not by my 
meanes be lulpected to be baſtards, neither wil I make thee ſweete 
hulband, aſhamed to ſhew thy face amongſt the beſt of them: J wil 
let thee under and the villanie which that viper Sinorix indeuozeth 
to do thee, And ſhall Jdeale ſo fondly in deede : Js not the repulſe 
puniſhment yenough, valeſſe J bewzap his dooings to my huſband, 
and lo pꝛocure him further diſpleaſure : Pea, I might therby be oc⸗ 
caſion co ſet them together by che eares, wherby it might fal out (as 
the euent ok bataile is alwayes doubttul) that my huſband might be 
hurt, oz ſlaine, and then the common repoꝛt would be (as the people 
are euer pꝛone to lgeake the wort) that J, beeing an il woman, had 
conſpired his conkuſion, and ſet Sinorix to ſlea him. And though no 
ſutch thing chaunted (as God foꝛbid it ſhould) pet this at leaſt J 
ſhould be ſire to geat by it, that my huſband euer after would be tee 
lous outer mee, and right caretull would he be to keepe that which 
hee law others ſo bulily to ſeexe . And ( ſutch is the malice of men.) 
perchaunce hee would iudge ſome light behauiourin mee, to be che 
cauſe that incouraged Synorix to attempt my chaſtitie. Foz men 
haue this common opinion amanglt them, that as there is no ſmoke 
but where there ts ſame lire, ſo ſeldom is there any keruent loue, but 
where there hath been ſome kindnelle ſhewed,to kindle ones deſire, 
Moꝛeouer, this top may take him in the head, chat it is a practiſe be- 
tweene vs two, to pꝛeuent luſpition, and cloke our loue, and with the 
firme perſwaſion ol my inuincible chaſtitie, to lull him aſleepe in le⸗ 
curitie, and then moſt to deceiue him, vohẽ he leaſt ſulpecteth guile: 
Elf at any time he heare of it by other, Jmay ſtop his mouth with 
this, that I my ſelke told him of it, which ik IJ had ment to deale fall⸗ 
ly with him, J would not haue done : yea what know J whether he 
will like the better oz the woozſe of mee, fo) bꝛeeding ſutch a Bees 
nelt in his bꝛaine : laftly,J ſhould derogate mutch from mine owne 
vertue, and in a maner accuſe my ſelfe ol pꝛoneneſſe to fal that way, 
as though J were not ſtrong penough to withſtand bis allaultes, 
without the aſſiſfance ok my hulband. Yes God, in whom I repoſe 
4 5 1 my 
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my truſt, ſhall foxtifieme againſt the fury 510 foes, a7 giue me 
grace with wildome to eſcape his wiles, with ch Jactnes to eſchew e 
dis charmes, and with pietie to reſiſt his pꝛauitie. | 
Now to returne to Synorix , (a {gone as that olde Pandarina 
had related vnto him at large the anſwer ok his Miſtres, he kel from 
the place he late, flat vpon che ground, and lay in a traunce a great 
while: and now thoſe iparks which befoze loue had kindled in him, 
were with continual ſighes ſo blowen, as it were with a papꝛe ct bel. 
lowes, that they bꝛake foo2th into fierte flames, and that which be⸗ 
foꝛe was fancie, was now turned to furie: fo2 beyng come to him 
ſelfe,o2 rather beeing quite paſt him ſelle, with ſtaring lookes , pale 
countenance, with fierie eyes, with gnaſhing teeth, with trembling 
tongue , in rage he roared fozch theſe woozdes, S 
Ind ſhal J thus be fruſtrate ol my deſire ſhall J with woozdes 
and wozkes, with pꝛayers and pꝛeſentes, purſue the goodwill of a 
daintie dildayning dame, and recetue but labour fo2 my lore, and 
griefe foz my good will: But ah franticke foole, why doe J in my 
rage, rage againſt her who is the moſt fayze # curteous creature vn⸗ 
der heauen ? No, it is that churie Synnatus that foweth the ſeede of 
my lozrow, it is his ſeuerttie cowards her, that cauſeth her cruek⸗ 
tie towards mee, the ke are ſhee hach ol him, is the cauſe the dareth 
not take compaſſion on my paſſions, And ſhall hee ſwim in blifle, 
and Ilie dꝛencht in deepe difpaire : Shall hee be ingoꝛged wi 
pleaſure, & J pine away in paine: No, J will make him feele that 
once, which hee maketh me feele a thouſand times a day. And here⸗ 
upon determined with himſelke, by ſome meanes o2 other, to pꝛo⸗ 
cure the death ol Sinnatus, chinking therby the ſooner to obtaine his 
purpole okhis wife. And calling vnto him one ok his ſwear ing waſh 
buckler ſeruants , he laid befoze him the platkoꝛme ok his purpole, 
told hym plainly, ik he would ſpeedily diſpatch Synnatus out ol the 
wap; he would giue him a thouland crownes in his purſe, to keepe 
him in another Country. His ſeruant, though altogether paſt grace, 
yet fox falhion lake began to aduiſe his maiſter moze witelp,faping, 
Fo2 mine own part it maketh no matter, foꝛ another coũtrey isas 
good fo) me as this, I count any place my countrey, where Imay 
line wel and wealthyly: but, fox your part it behooueth you to looke 
"moze warelp to pour ſelfe, for that your loue towardes Camma is 
| Knowen to diuerg of this citie, by reaſon wherof,if J ſhould commit 
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exclaime againſt God as the aucthour ol my euil, wheras it is only 


any lutch act, it muſt needes bee thought that you muſt needes bee 
acceſſarie thereto, which will turne, though not to your death , foꝛ 
that none hath auctozitie aboue you, to execute the rigour of the 
lawes vpon pou, pet to pour vtter ſhame and repzoche it can not but 
conuert. 

Tulhl(laich his maler) the caſe is light, where counſaile can take 
place: what talkeſt thou to mee of ſhame , that am by iniurious 
and ſpytküll dealing depꝛiued the vle okpealon, and dilpoſſeſſed of my 
wittes and ſenſes + JNepther am J the firſt that haue played the like 
part, Did not Dauid, the choſen ſeruant of God, beeyng blaſted 
with the beautie of Berlabe, cauſe her huſband Vrias to bee let inthe 
fozefront ofthe battaile to be llayne, which done, he maried his wife: 
And why is it not lawfull fo mee to do the lyke: But J know the 
wozlt of it, if thou wilt not take it pen thee, J will either! do it my 
ſelke, oꝛ geat ſome other that ſhall. 

The man ſeeyng hom his maſter was bent, both to ſatiffie his 
minde, x to gaine ſo good a ſimme ok money, pomiled to perkourme 
his charge: which with opoztunitie ol tyme and plate hee did. And 
ſeeing Synnatus on a time, (in il time) palling thozow a hlind lane of 
the Citie, hee ſh2owded him ſelfe in a coꝛner, and as he came by, ſhot 
him thoꝛow with a Piſtol: which doone, hee koozthwith fled the coun⸗ 
trey. Camma hearing of the cruel murder ok her hulbande, and, by 
the circumſtances, knowing Synorix tao bee the authour thereok, tea⸗ 
ryng her heare, ſcratching her kace, and beating her body againſt the 
ground, ſo ſoone as the fluddes ol teares had flowen ſo long that the 

fountaine was dꝛie, ſu that her ſpeech might haue pallage, which be⸗ 
foze the teares ſtopped, ſhee began to crie out in this careful manner. 
VDO God, what vniuſtice is this, to luſfer the earth to remapne pol⸗ 
luted with the blood of innocentes ? Diddeſt thou curſſe Cain fo 
killing his bzother Abell? and wilt chou not crucifie Synorix foꝛ 
lleayng Synnatus + Is thy hart nom hardned that thou wilt not, oꝛ 
are chy handes now weakned that thon canlt not pꝛeſerue thy ler⸗ 
uantes from the llaues ol Sathan: Ikthere bee no ſafetie in inno⸗ 
cencie, wherein ſhall wee repoſe our ſelues : Ik thou bee not our 
pꝛotectour, who ſhal defed vs + Jfthe wicked vanquith the vertuous, 
who ſhall ſet foozth thy honour and glozp + 02 who wil ſo mutch as 
once call vpon thy name: But what meane Jwnetched wyght to 
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my ſelke that am gtultie of my hulbandes death: It is Jthat pam⸗ 
pꝛed vp my beautie, to make it gliſter in the ſight ok euery gazing 
eye, in the thꝛiktleſle thzcede wherokthis Tirant was ſo intangled, 
that to vnwinde himlelte thereout, hee hath wought all this michiek. 
It is Ithat wauld not detect his doyngs to my hulband, wherby hee 
might haue pꝛeuented the periil which hung ouer his head. And ſee⸗ 
pag J haue been the cauſe ok his death, ſhall J (beyng a murderer) 
remapne aliue: Did Alcione, ſeeyng the dead carkas of her hulband 
Ceix caſt on thoze, willingly caſt her ſelfe into the Sea to accompas 
ny his death: And ſhal J ſee my ſweet Sinnatus ſlayn, and not dꝛinke 
ok che ſame cuppe : Did true Thisbe goare her goꝛgious body with 
the lame lwoꝛde, wherewith pꝛincely Piramus had pꝛickt hym ſelfe 
to the hart: and are not my hands ſtrong penough to do the like: Oid 
Iulietta die vpon the coꝛps oł her Romeo? and ſhall my body re⸗ 
maine on earch, sinnatus being buried: Mo, gentle death come with 
thy direful dart, and pierce my paineful hart, and with one death, rid 
mee out of. a thoulande deathes at once. Foz what thought do J 
thinke on my Synnatus, which doch not pꝛocure mee double death: 
What thing do J ſee belonging to him, which is not a treble toꝛmẽt 
bnto mee: But it ts cowardlineſle to with fo death, and couragi⸗ 
oulneſſe valiantly to take it. Nes, I can wil beſtow my lyſe foꝛ my 
Synnatus ſweet fake. But O God, ſhal that Tirant remaine aliue to 
triumphe in his trechery, and vaunt in his villanie: Shall I not ſee 
his fatal day, beefoꝛe my final end ?: It is his blood that wilbe a molt 
ſweete ſacrifice to the ghoſt of Synnatus, not mine:and the can J end 
my lyfe contentedly, when J haue offred vp this acceptable ſacrifice, 
and vntil ſutch time as J haue opoꝛtunitie hereto, I will pꝛolong my 
dole full dayes in direkul grieke, and onely, the hope ofreuengement, 
ſhall heauily holde my lothſome lyke and ſozrowfull ſoule together: 
Foz other cauſe why J ſhould deſire lyle Jhaue not, fo2 that J am 
btterly depziued ol all ioyes of life. Fo2 as the bird that is bzuiled 
with ſome blow , lyeth aloofe on the leaues, and heares his fellowes 
ſing, and is not able to vtter one warbling note out of his mourn- 
full voyte, but rather hates the harmonie which other birdes doo 
make: ſo J, my hart beeing bzooſed and bꝛoken, ſit ſolitarily alone, 
and ſee ſome hang about their huſbands neckes, ſome clolely clepe 
them in theit armes, ſome trifle wich them, ſome talke with them, all 
which light redoublech my paing , to thinke my lelk deyꝛiued ofthoſe 
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pleaſures: yea to a Wetched wounded hart that dwels indole,eucrp 
pleaſaunt light tines to bitter ſpight, and the onely obiect which 
ſhall euer content my eyes, ſhall bee the deſtruction of that Tpzant, 
which hath bꝛeught mee tothis delolation, = 
Now Synorix, thinking that time had taken away her teares x 
ſozrow, and ſippoſing that neither ſhee, neither any other had ſuſpecs 
ted him fo2 the murder of her hulband, began to enter into the liſtes of 
lu againe, c with a new encounter of incontinencie to let vpon her. 
But ſhe ſa mutch abhoꝛred him that il ſhe but heard his name, it cau⸗ 
led her nature to faile in her, & al her ſenſes to kaint: ſo that when hee 
{aw no poſibilitie to impell her to impietie, he meant to moue her in 
the way ok mariage, and cauſed her nere kinſkolke & friendes to loli⸗ 
lite his ſuite vnto her: who, partly fo2 feare ot his diſpleaſure, partly 
fo) that they knew it would bee greatly to her aduauncement, labou⸗ 
red very earne{ly in the matter, and were ſo impoztunate vpon her, 
that no anſwere would ſatiſfie them. Now Camma, ſee ing ſhe could 
not be rid ol her friends, e kozeſeeing that by this meanes ſhe might 
bee rid ol her enemie, agreed to take him to hulband. And the day of 
the ſolemnizing of the mariage beeing come, they went together to 
the temple ot Diana, where all things, accoꝛding to cuſtome beeing 
cõſummated, the bꝛide wile (as the vſe was) dꝛanke to her huſband in 
dꝛinke, as hee thought, but in deede in popſon, which ſhe had pꝛouided 
of purpoſe: when ſhee ſaw he had dꝛunke vp his death, ſhee laid vn⸗ 
to him, Goe now E in ſteede ol thy mariage bed, geat thee a graue, 
fo2 thy mariage is turned to murder, a puniſhment moſt iuſt fo2 thy 
outragious luſt and ruel tyꝛannp, ko; vengeance aſketh vengeance, 
blood, blood, and they that ſowe laughter, ſhalbee ſure to reape ruine 
and deſtruction. Now Synorix hearing thele woozdes, and feeling 
the koꝛce ofthe popſon to wooꝛke wichin him, aſlaied al the remedies 
hee could to cure him felfe, but al in vain. Camma alſo feeling the 
poyſon to pꝛeuaile within her, tell byon her knees beloze the aulcer of 
Diana, vttring theſe woozdes, | 
DO goddeſſe, thou knoweſt how ſince the death ol my ſweete hul⸗ 
band, chis like hath been maT lothſome and ſower vnto mee, and that 
the only offering vp of thts ſacrifice kept mee from him, which now 
in thy pꝛelence J haue perkozmed, IJ thinke mp ſelfe to haue ſatiſtien 
my dutie, and purchaled thereby a palpoꝛt, to paſle to the piace and 
Haradiſe, where inp huſband hath his habitation, 
| 5 N Immediatly 
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Immediatly vpon this, ſo well as ſhee could, ſhee crauld home to her 
houſe, where ſhee was no ſooner, but hee had certaine tydings 
bꝛought her, chat Synorix wazdead:Wherwith,with great toy, ſhe 
caſt her ſelfe downe vpon her bed, and called her litle childꝛen about 
ber, and bleſſing, and bulling them, laid. 

Alas pꝛetie Imps, who ſhal now defend you from pour koes: who 
ſhal redꝛellſe pour wꝛongs: Pour father is gone, your mother is go⸗ 
ing, and you pooze ſoules mul bide behinde, to abyde the bꝛunt and 
bitter blaſtes ofthis wꝛetched woꝛld. Ah, ik the loue which J bare my 
hulband, had not been exceeding great, nature would haue cauſed me 
to haue had ſome care ot you, and foꝛ your ſgkes to haue ſuffered my 
ſelfe ſomtime longer to line : but now as J haue ſhewed my ſelfe a lo⸗ 
uing wife,ſo haue I ſcarce ſhewed my ſelle a natural mother. But a⸗ 
las, it was reaſon J ſhould p2zeferhimbeioze port, who was the au⸗ 
tho) of yau,+ who bleſſed me with you. Mell, J ſeenowmyp time is 
come, mp toung begins to faile,come deere childꝛẽ, c take your laſt 
conge ot your loſt mother, god ſhield pou krõ ſhame, god pzeſerue vou 
from peril, God lend you mote pꝛoſperous foztune thẽ your pooze pas 
rents haue had. And thus fare wel my fruit, karewel my fleth,farewel 
lweete babes,F (D) welcome my Sinnatus,whom J ee intheſkies 
redy to receiue me: and ſo in ſoꝛrow and top ſhee gaue vp the ghoſt. 

Now J would wiſh you blazing ſtarres, which ſtand vpon pour 
chaſtitie, to take light at this lot, to take heede by this harme:yeu ſee 
the huſband ſlaine, che ruffian fled, che lover poyſoned, the wife dead, 
the friendes comfoxtleſſe,the childzen parentleſſe, And can the pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruation ofone ſimple womans chalfitie, counteruaile all theſe con⸗ 
firtons : Had not the loſſe of her chaſtitie been leſſe then of her lyfes 
yea and of ſo many ſoules, which (no doubt) are indafiger ofdamna- 
tion by their deſperate and ſodapne death: and ok her own elpecially, 
by her wilkull and voluntary death: But it is naturally incident 
to women, to enter into extremities. they are eyther too louing, oꝛ too 
lothing:too curteous, oz too cop;too willing, oꝛ too wilfull: tos merci⸗ 
full, oz too merctleſſe: too foʒ warde, oꝛ too frowarde: too friendly, oꝛ 
too feendly: the meane they alwayes meanely account ok: other⸗ 
wile ſhe might with realon(ſoner the rigoꝛ) haue repꝛeſled his rage, 
the might wich ſome continent curteſie haue cooled his incontinent 
delire: and better it had been to haue dꝛawen hym on with delayes, 
chen to haue dꝛiuen him into ſutch e to haue bꝛought bim 
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into ſome erroꝛ, then to haue put hym into lutch terroꝛ . But howſas 
euer my woꝛds run, would not you ſhould take them to tend altoge⸗ 
ther to her diſp2aple :fo2 as I muſt condemne her crueltie, ſo can J 
not but commende her conſtancie and chaſtitie, and thinke her wox- 
thy to bee compared to Lucrece, Penelope, oz what woman ſoeuer 
that euer had any pꝛeheminẽce of pꝛaiſe fox her vertue, And J would 
wiſhe my gallant pouthes, which delight to gaze in every gariſh 
glaſſe, and to haue an Dare ſtirring in euery beautiful boate, not to 
row paſt their reach, not to fire their fancies vpõ impoſſibilities, not 
to ſuffer thẽſe lues to be blaſted with the beames of beautie, oz ſcoꝛ⸗ 
ched with the lightning of louing lookes: ſutch loue towardes the 
married is euer without law, ſutch fire is without feare , ſutch ſuits 
are without ſhame, ſutch Cankers, ik they bee not at the beginning 


cured, grow to the confulton ofthe whole body  Therefoze Gentle: 


women, J leaue it to pour iudgements to geue ſentence, whether be 
moꝛe wozthy repꝛehenſion, hee, o2 ſhee. Me had the lawe of loue on 
his ſide, hee had the lawe ol men and ok mariage on her part: loue 
led him, which the goddes them ſelues cannot reliſt, chaſtitie guided 
her, which the goddeſſes themlelues haue loſt:he killed him whom he 
counted his enemie, ſhee killed him whom ſhe knew her friend: ſhee 
with reaſon might haue pꝛeuented great miſchtefe, his wings 
were too mutch limed with lult, to flee fozth ok his folly. 


Tereus and progne. 


E Tereus King of Thrace,cnamored of Progne, daughter to Pan- 
dlion Prince of Athens, obteineth her in marriage, and con- 
ueyeth her into his o ne countrey . Progne, deſirous to ſee 
her ſiſter Philomela, mooueth Tereus to go to Athens, and to 
get licence to bring her into Thrace who on the way falling 
into vnlawfull liking of her, forceth her to his pleaſure, and 
cutteth out her toung, that ſhe might tel no tales. Progne, ha- 
uing hereof ſecret intelligence, in liew of that foule fact, mur- 
dereth his and her owne Sunne, youg 175, and dreſſeth him 

in meats for his Fathers mouth. Which horrible deede when 
Tereus would haue reuenged vppon the Mother and Aunt, 
they eſcape his handes, and are transſormed into Birdes. 
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17 it were meete fo2 moztall creatures to cõplayne of their immoꝛ⸗ 
tal creatoꝛ, then truly may wee tufflp pꝛepare coplaint againſt our 
maker, top that of all his creatures hee hath made man molt miſera⸗ 
ble. Hearbes, Trees, and Plants, hee hath framed without ſenſe, 
wherby they neither feele the fozce of winters blaſtes, neither the fire 
of ſommers blaze: foules, fiſhes, and beaſtes, hee hath bereaued of a 
realonable ſoule, wherby they beare the bꝛũt ol their bodyes only, and 
are not moleſted with the motions of the minde: but man hee hath 
made ſubiect to inirmitiesofthe bodye, to miſeries of mynde, to 
all ſtoꝛmes of ſtrike, and panges of paine. And as the Cameleon 
chaungeth him ſelke into the colour and hew ok euery thing hee doth 
bie we: ſo man is made apt to bee tranſfoꝛmed into any miſfoztune, 
and to receyue any euill that raigneth vpon the face of the earth, yea, 
ik wee conſider the whole courſe ofour life, wee begin with cries, and 
end with cares: foꝛ we are no ſooner out of our mothers wombe, but 
we foxthwith cry, to ſixnifte the ſoꝛrow which will inſue in our ſuc⸗ 
ceeaing age, In our inkancie, our tender bodies are ſubiect to ma⸗ 
ny inkirmities, in our ch ildhood our weake mindes are troubled with 
many toys: we are plyed ſoꝛe to ſcience, which is of hard digeſtion to 
vs, wee feare the maiſters lowing looke, which is a contimuall toꝛ⸗ 
ment vnto vs: but oh, the lea ot ſoxrowe and waues of woe, which 
then onerwhelme vs ; when wee once arriue to mans eſtate. That 
vaine deſires * What fantaſtical follies: That careleſſe and ſpare⸗ 
leſſe ſpending + What pꝛodigall pꝛide: What firery flames of loue: 
Wyhat harebzaind heates of hate: What penſike feare of parentes 
diſpleaſure + Nhat ſolicarineſſe in ſingle life + What minde to mar⸗ 
ry: hat miſery in martage:What charge inchildzen:What care 
of their inkruction+ What feare of their deſtruction : And touching 
our owne bodies, what oftenſurfetings $ TUhat perillous plewꝛi⸗ 
ſe; What feareful feuers: What daungers in warre: hat peril 
in fight: Pea, what ſoꝛrow which this age is not ſubiect to: Laſtly, 
in olde age wee couetoully carke foꝛ coine, wee toyle wi traſhe, wee 
thinke wee neuer haue yenough,we thinke al toomutch that is pkt, 
wee take little pleaſure in any thing, wee thinke the woꝛld is chan⸗ 
ned, and that it is far woꝛſe then it was when wee were poung, only 
bicauſe our bodies are changed, and our vitall heat ſo vaniſhed a⸗ 
wap, chat nothing ſeemeth plealaunt! vnto vs, though it be the ſame 
ir {wag woont to bee, lo that wee thinke the alteration to bee in the 
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thing, when it is in our ſelke. And then, not onely our memoꝛy kap⸗ 
leth, our wits ware weake, we returne to inkancie agayn, but our bo⸗ 


dies alſo are bꝛoken with cares, taken with crampes, ſhaken with 


paulſies, toʒmented with the ſtone, lamed with the goute, dꝛied with 
dzopſies, our fight waxeth dim, our hearing deafe,our ſmelling mal, 
our taſting vntoothſome, our feeling feeble, yea all our ſenſes are al- 
moſt without ſenſe: and yet we are loth to dye, and leaue our wozid⸗ 
ly mucke, the feare of appꝛoching death dooth dayly daunt vs, and 
at length his deadly dartes doo vtterly deſtroy vs. And ſurely the 
conlideration ofthis our miſerable eſtate, doth ſo relolue me into loz⸗ 
row, that if pour pꝛeſence did not ſpzinkle mee with ſome deawe of 
delight, I ſhould hardly frame mp wits to pzocure you pleaſure by 
any pleaſaunt hiſtozie, but rather continue a dolozous diſcourſe of 
our calamitie. And yet the hiſtoꝛie Jmeane to tell,ſhall not bee al⸗ 
together eſtraunged from the argument ol my foꝛmer diſcourſe: but 
though it manikeſt not our manyfolve miſery, yet ſhall it at leaſt ſec 
fooꝛth the frailtie of our felicitie, The hiſtozie is this, | 
The flouriſhing common wealth of Athens, had to their pꝛince 
one Pandion, whole eſtate both foztune beantified with great wealth, 
c God bleſſed with goodly childꝛen, to wit, two daughters ofexcellent 
beautie, che eldeſt named Progne, the youngeſt Philomela . Mom 
fame, beeing a tatling Goddeſſe, blazed the byuit ol Progne abzode 
into diners countries, vntill at length the rumour ok her renowme 
rong about the eares of Tereus king of Thrace,who beeing a young 
luſtie gallant, made no great account ofthe commendations which 
were geuen her, knowyng , if hee were diſpoſed to marrie, hee 
myght make his choyce amongſt a great number, as good as ſhe 
was, and moze nere neighbours vnto him then Athens was. But 
deſtinies ſo dꝛaue, that ſhoztly after this, on a night in his ſeepe, 
hee ſeemed to ſee her ſtand apparantly befoꝛe him ( onely a ſtrong i⸗ 
magination aſſuring him that it was ſhee) which ſight lunke lo deep⸗ 
ly into his hart, and bꝛought him ſutch exceſſiue delight, that he pꝛe⸗ 
ſently awaked, and miſſpng the partie that pꝛocured him ſutch plea⸗ 
ſure, his ioy was turned to anoy: neither could hee euer after that 
find any contẽtation in any thought oz deed, but only in this determi⸗ 
nation, to goe haue a true light ol her, whole ſeeming ſhadow had ſo 
dazeled his eyes and with al ſpeede repayzed his ſhippes, c pꝛepa⸗ 
red al things neceſſary fo2 ſuch avoiage, + by the help of good _ 
= . any 


and wil, hotly arriued there, where his hart had alredy caſt anker, 
t ſent ambaſſadours to the king, to certifie him o his comming:who 
receyued him with ropaltte fit fo2 his regall eſtate, and at the firſt in: 
counter of the two pꝛinces, Tereus ſaid. 

My comming vnto pou, O noble pꝛince, is not as an open enemie 
to inuade you, fo2 vou ſee J am vnarmed, neither as a ſecret tray= 


tour to intrap ou, koꝛ you know Jam pour kriend: but that you may 


not marneyle at my lodaine commyng , you ſhall vnderſtande, it is 
to ſee pour daughter the Lady Progne: fo you ſhal ſoone perceyue I] 
pꝛetende well vnto her. Pandion anſwered, | 


As(inoſt woꝛthy pꝛince) the cauſe of your comming is kriendly, | 


ſo can J not but friendly accept it; and how much J thinke mp lelfe 
honoured therby, ſo mutch J count my ſelfe bound vnto you. 

And after a litle parlee paſſed betweene them, ofthe eſtates ol 
their realmes, and manners of their countreys, Pandion pꝛeferred 
him to the light ol his daughter, whom after Tereus had laluted wich 
a curteous conge, hee entred into diſcourling, in this lozt. 

Ik ( faire Lady) J ſhould tel the truth ol my coming into thiscoun⸗ 


trey, I thinke vou would take it but fo} a trifling toy: yeagif I ſhould 


in wooꝛds plainly ſet downe the cauſe of chis my enterpyiſed tours 
ney, and the caſe which thzough pour meanes Jremaine in J doubt 
vou would neither beleeue the cauſe , neither releeue mp cale: foz 
that the ſtrangeneſſe of che one would bꝛeed great incredulitie, c foʒ 
the other, the lmal acquaintace J haue with with yon , & leſfe deſerts 
towards vou, can craue mal curteſy:yet ił it pleaſe you to know, nei⸗ 
ther the deſire to lee this coũtrey, neither the renowme of pour ver⸗ 
tue & beauty bzought me hither: Foz though the repozt therof be 
great, yet now J ſee, I muſt needs ſay, that fame hath rather framen 
your pꝛaiſe maliciouſſy, then repo2ted it truely:foz, fo2 one good part 
rep9Nted to be in you, I perceiue by pour coficenice ſuch cõfluence ol 
good conditions, that I can not but coũt the rumoꝛ which run of pou, 
rather ſparing ſpeech, thẽ right repoꝛt. But the caule of my haſty cõ⸗ 
ming, x heauy caſe, is this, It pleaſed the gods to pꝛeſent your ſcems 


lpſcife to my pꝛelſence, in the ſame lonely likeneſſe wherin pou are at | 


this preſent, what time I tooke ſutch view ol your lweet face, that ap⸗ 
pꝛoching this daye to your fathers palace, befoze J knew who you 
wer, what you wer, oꝛ where pou wer, as you looked (if you remẽber 
it out at your chãber window, J laid to mp ſeruäts, Lo ponder n 
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the peereleſle paragon pꝛincely Progne : and ſince that ſabti in my 
ſteepe, J take the heauẽs to witnes , neuer inioyed one quiet ſeep, 
but continued in contemplation how I might be placed in pollelli⸗ 
on of that perſonage which dꝛaue me into lutch admiration, Mow 
ſeeing it pleaſed the gods thus miraculouſlp to moue mee to traueile 
ta lee you, and ſeeing the light of your [weete face hath faſt fettred 
my kancie in links oflone,thele may be humbly to delpze you, ney- 
ther to relit the motion of the goddes, neyther to reiect the deuotion 
or my good will. And if J haue p2eferred your loue betoze all the 
Ladies of my owne lande, if I make you that pzofer whiche many 
pzinces haue pꝛeſſed foꝛ, i neyther weerineſſe of way, neycher perils 
of Sea could pꝛohibite mee krom purſuing pour goodwill, if J bee 
content to reſigne my kingdome, libertie, and all that J haue, into 
pour handes, J ſhall deſyꝛe vou not to contemne my curteſte, but to 
counteruaile mp payne, and to returne my good will with We loue 
and affection, This requeſt allo reſteth to make vnto pou , that you 
dꝛiue mee not of with trifeling delayes: foꝛ neyther will the extre⸗ 
mitie ol my perplixitie permit long delay, neyther will the eſtate my 
king dome ſtandeth in ſuffer mee long to bee away. | 

Progne hearing the earneſt ſuite of this pꝛince, and ſeeing no⸗ 
thing in him to be milliked, conſidering allo what haſte his requeſt 
required, ſtood not vpon the nice termes ofher virginitie, but with 
a reterence ol maieſtie, made him this anlwere. 

Moſt woꝛthy pꝛince, whatſoeuer were the cauſe ot pour coming 
into this countrey, the king my father hath to holde himlelfe mutch 
beeholding to pour maieſtie, that it would pleaſe you to do him the 
honoꝛ to vilite him: but touching the caule you pꝛetend, J doubt not 
bit your wiſedome knoweth that dꝛeames are doubtfull, andviſions 
are altogether vaine, and therfoze J mult crane pardon, if J hardly 
beleeue, that vpon ſo light a cauſe you would vndertake lutch heauy 
trauaile: and J mutch muſe, that in pour lleepe the gods had no 
ſeemelier light then my lelfe to pꝛelent vnto you: but whether befoze 
vou came hyther, the goddes moued your minde, oz whether beeing 
here, your owne fancy fozced your affection towards me, aſſure your 
ſelfe this, it pour loue bee as loyall, as your woes ſeeme wonder⸗ 
full in chewing the oꝛiginall thereok, you ſhall not linde mee either fo 
diſcourteous, as to contemne your goodwill, either ſovngrateful,as 


not to requite it, mary as I may, which is; fo2 your hartz — 
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to gute you my harte, foꝛ any benefite of my body, it is not in mee co 
beſtow on you: fo; it you do me that iniury, to exact any thing at my 
*handeslaſciniouſlpe , honeſtie will not allowe it, whoſe boimdes J 
meane not to tranſgreſſe;and if you doo mee that honour, to purſue 
my good will in che way ok mariage, perchaunce my parents wil not 
ptrmit it, who only haue power to place me at their pleaſure. Sa 
that as the one halle and moytie of me is not mpne,(o the other part, 
if your good will be as great as vou pꝛetend, halbe pours, Pyeſent- 
ly vpon this he prefeyged his ſuite to her parents, who were no leſſe 
glad of ſutch a Sonne in lawe, then hee ok ſutch a wife: And lo out 
of hand the mariage with great ſolemnitte was celebzated, Which 
done, hee topfully departed from his ſoꝛowfull father in lawe, and in 
ſhoꝛt tyme ſafely landed with his wife in his owne lande, where they 
lyued together the ſpace of fpne peeres, in ſutch ioy, as they com⸗ 
monly inioy, who carp foztune as it were vpon their ſhoulders, and a⸗ 
bound in all things which they can wilh oz deſpꝛe. But ſee the krail⸗ 
ty of our kelicitie, marke the miſery which moztall men are ſubtect 
to. Aman would haue thought this maried couple in loue lo lopall, 
in eſtate ſo high, in all things ſo happy, had ben placed in perpetuity 
ok pꝛoſperity. But alas what eſtate hach foꝛtune euer made ſo in⸗ 
uincible, which vice can not vaquiſh+Who hath ener ben eſtabliſhed 
in ſutch kelicitie, but that wickedneſſe can woozke his ouerthꝛow? 
What loue hach euer been ſo faſt boũd, but by luſt hath been looſed: 
Pea the moſt faythfull bond offrendſhip betweene Tytus and Gy- 
ſippus, thoꝛow luſt was violated: the molt naturall league of loue 
betweene Antiochus and his owne ſonne,thzough lu was b)oken: 
and this moſt loyall loue betweene Tereus and Progne, thzough 
luſt was turnd to lothſome hate. Foz it foxtuned., that Progne after 
they had ben maried together a while, entred into great deſire toſee 
her ſiffer Philomela, and lay very impoztunately vpon her huſbande 
to go to Athens, and requeſt her father Pandion to let her come vn- 
to her. Tereus loued his wife lo entirely, that hee would denye her 
nothing, but p2eſently imbarktehimſelfe , and went to fetch Philo- 
mela vnto her: And being arriued at Athens, hee made Pandion 
pꝛiup to the cauſe of his comming, The olde man was aſſailed with 
great ſoꝛrom, to thinke hee muſt part from his fapze Philomela, the 
only ſtay and comfozt ok his olde peeres: but Tereus intreated ſo 
_ earnefly,thathee could not deny him ae ny Philomela * 
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lo deſyzous to ſee her ſiſter that had ſo louingly (ent koꝛ her, that ſhee 
hung about her fathers necke, kiſt him, and vled all the flatteries ſhe 
could, ta foꝛte him to yeeld his conſent to her departure, wherewith 
hee beeing vanquiſhed, wich weeping eyes, in great greife and do⸗ 
lour, delyuered his Daughter to Tereus, ſaping. ; 

It is not my daughter one ly J deliner pou, but mine owne lyfe, 
fo) aſſure pour ſelke, my lyfe cannot laſt one mimite longer; then J 
ſhall heare ſhee dooth well: and if her returne bee not with ſpeeve, 
vou ſhall heare of my ſpeedy returne to the earth, from whence A 
came, 

Tereus deſired hym to bee ot good cheere, ꝛomiling to bee as 
rarefull oł her well dooing, as if ſhee were his owne ſiſter oz childe, 
TAhereupon the olde man bleſſing his daughter, gaue her vnto him. 
But lyke a ſumple man, hee committed the leely cheepe to the raue⸗ 
ning Woolfe. 

Map, there was neuer blooddy Tiger that did fo terribly teare 
the little Lambe , as this tirant did furiouſly fare with fayze Philo- 
mela. ; being in ſhip together, he began futhyly to fixe his fancie 
vpon her, x caſting the feare of God from beloꝛe his eyes, voting the 
lone ok his wyfe out of his hart, cantemning the holy rites ol matri⸗ 
monte, & che lacred ſtate ot virginitie, he fel to fleſhlp daliance with 
her, k attepted to win that poynt ok her, which ſhe held moꝛe deere > 
pꝛecious thẽ her life, which ought to be of curious regard to al wo⸗ 
men of honeſt behauiour. But hauing no other weapõ but weeping, 
to defend her ſelfe by pitikull exclamations e cries, ſhe kept him fro 
ſatiſtying his inlactable deſy2e. But as the rauening Moolke, has 
ning ſeazed in his tearing clawes fome ſeely lambe, ſeekes ſome den 
to hide him in, that noching hinder him krõ quietly inioying his pꝛay: 
ſo hee was no ſooner arriued on the coaſtes of his owne countrey, 
but that hee lecrecly tonuayed her to a grange ofhis owne, far from 

any towne oꝛ citie, and there by kazce filthily deflowzed her. The 

pooze mayde thus piteouſly ſpopled, ſu ſoone as her grieke would 
geue her leaue to ſpeabe pit foozth ber vename agaynſt his villanie 
in chts ſozt. 1 

Ah moſt tirannous Traytoz,þalt thou thus betrayed my father 
and liter, haddeſt thou nd: other ta Wooꝛke thy wickednelle on but 
mee,who was the jewell ol my kather, and the toy of my ſiſter, and 
now 3 r ok che one, and the — 
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lation of the other: O that mp handes had ſtrength to teare 
thoſe ſtaryng eyes out of thy hatefull head, oz that my mouth were 
able to ſounde the trumpet ofthis. thy trumpery , either to the court 
of my ſiſter , oz countrey of my father, that they myght take re- 
uenge on thy villanie. O curled bee the wombe from whence thou 
cameſt, and the pappes whiche gaue thee ſucke: O curſed bee the 
cauſe of thy conception, and the Father that begate thee, who ik 
he neuer otherwiſe in his life offended,yet doth he deſerue to be plon- 
ged in the moſt painfull pit of Hell, onely fo2 begetting ſo wicked a 
ſonne. 

Tereus not able to endure this tatke , and fearyng leaſt her 
wooꝛdeg myght bevnay his wickedneſſe , made no moze ado, but 
tooke his knife, and lyke a blooddy butcher , cut her toung foozth 
ofher head. This done, hee cauſed her to be locked faſt in a cham⸗ 
ber, takyng euery thing krom her, wherby ſhe might vle violence tas 
wardes her ſelfe , and ſo went home to the Queene Progne his wife 
wich this foꝛged tale. 

Jam ſozy,lweete wile, ic is my chaunce to be the meſſenger 
of ſutch ſowne newes vntoyou, but ſeeyng of foꝛce vou muſt heare 
it, as good J nom impart it, as other hereafter repoꝛt it vnto voii. 
And ſeeing it is an accident which odinarily happeneth to moꝛtall 
wightes, J truſt ok pour ſelfe pou will giue ſatch oꝛder to your 
ſozowe, that you will ſuffer it to lintze no depelier into pour hart, then 
wiledome woulde it Gould: carying this in your; remembzaunce, 
that wee are bozneto die, and that euen in our lwathe cloutes death 
may aſke his due. Alas (ſaych thee) and is Pandion departed + 3F 
(ſayth hee)Pandionlineth ;but his lyle is uch; chat death would 
moꝛe delight hun. 

Then farewell my Philomela (uych tee) thy death J know 
is cauſe of this delolation, and thy death hall ſoone abꝛidge my 
dayes, In deede (ſayth hee ) ſo it is, che gods haue had her vp into 
heauen, as one too good to remaine on earth. Ah vniuſt goddes(ſayth 
thee)ſhee is too good fo2 them alſo, what pitie, what pielie, what 
ryght, what reaſon is in them, to depziue her of lpfe now in the pꝛime 
of her lyfe,befoze ſhee haue taſted the chiele Pleaſures of lyfe,0? as 
vye waye deſerued the payne oldeath : 

Ah ſweets wyfe (laythhee) J beeleech you by the foue which vou 


* bearemer;comaderate your marcigome,and - a pour (NOW 
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and only in mee ta repoſe pour felicitfe; foꝛ I pꝛoteſt by theſe hands, 
and teares which I ſhedde to lee pour ſozrow, that J wilbe to pou in 
Need of a father and a ſiſter: pea if you had a thouſand fathers, and a 
thouſande ſiſters, all their goodwils together, ſhould not ſurmount 
myne alone. 

Theſe louing wooꝛdes cauſed her ſomwhat to cealle from her ſoz: 
row, the began to take the matter as paciently as her payne would 
permit her. But to re:urne to Philomela, who being kept cloſe pꝛiſo⸗ 
ner, determined ta pine her lelke to death: but the hope of reuenge 

altered that determination, and ſhe began to caſt in her head howe 
thee myght open the iniurp to her ſiſter, which that Tyꝛant had olle⸗ 
red them both. At length ſhe went this way to wozke, ſhe wought 
and imbꝛodered cunningly in cloath the whole diſcourſe ok hir coutle 
and care kull cale, which being finiſhed, foꝛtune fo framed, that a gen: 
tleman riding late in che night. had loſt his way, and ſeeing a lyght 
in her chamber a far ok, dꝛewe neere to che windowe, and called to 
Philomela, inquiring the wap to the next towne , whereupon Philo- 
mela opened che windowe, and leeing him to be a gentleman whom 
ſhee thought would not ſfick to put him ſelle in ſome peril to redzefle 
a Ladies wꝛong, ſhewed him the cloath which thee lo tunningly had 
wought: and in the firſt place therof was playnly wiitten , to whom 
it ſhould be deliuered, and from whom. The gentleman tooke it at 
her handes,and plighted to her his fayth, ſafely and ſecretly to dely- 
uer it to the queene, See the iuſt indgement of God, who will fuf- 
fer no euil done ſecretly, but it ſhal be manileſted openly, ast in times 
paſt hee made the inkant Daniel an inſtrument to detecte the tonſpi⸗ 
racie ofthe two Iudas Judges, who falſely accuſed the good Ladie 
Suſanna, and other times other wapes: but this tiranny of Tereus 
was ſo terrible „ that the very ſtones in the walles woulde haue 
bewzaped it, it there had been no other meanes vſed. Now Progne 
hauing this floath contayed vnto her, and fully vnderſtanding how 
the caſe ſtood, notwitchſtanding her griefe were great in the highs 
eſt degree, yet (a marueilous thing a woman could doo ſo) ſhee cone 
cealed the matter ſecretly, hoping to be reuenged mote ſpeedily: but 
pet her hulbandes villany towardes * cauſed her | to ah as 
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baue intended ſo great pll agaynſt mee: hy, ifmy perſon could 
not pleaſe him, coulde none but my ſiſter ſatiſtie him: And if hee 
thought her moſt meete foz his miſchteke , yet was it not villany ys 
nough to vanquiſh her virg initie, but that hee muſt mangle and dil⸗ 
member her body alſo : But what pitie is to bee looked fo? of lutch 
Panthers, which paſſe not of pietie: Pee ſheweth his curled carls 
kinde, hee playnly pꝛoues him lelfe to pꝛoceede of the pꝛogenie ok 
that traytoz Eneas, who wought the contuſion ol the good Queene 
Dido, who ſuccoured him in his diſtreſſe. It is euident he is ingen⸗ 
dꝛed of Iaſons race, who diſloyally foxſooke Medea, that made him 
win the golden fleece; Pee is diſcended of the ſtocke of Demophon, 
who thꝛough his fapthleſſe dealing, fozced Phillis to hang her ſeife. 
Me ſeemes of the leede ol Theſeus, who left Ariadne in the deſarts, 
to bee deuoured, thꝛough whoſe helpe hee ſubdued the Monſter Mi- 
notaur, and eſcaped out of the intricate Labirinth . Hee commeth 
of Nero his cruell kynde, who carnally abuſed his owne mother A- 
grippina, and then cauſed her to bee ſlayne and rypt open, that hee 
myght ſee che place wherein hee lay beeing an infant in her belly. 
So that what fruites but lilthines is to bee gathered of ſuch grafts* 
That boughes but beaſtlines grow out of ſutch ſtemmes: No, J 
will neuer make other account, but that fapth which a man pꝛokel⸗ 
ſeth, is nothing els but foꝛgery: trueth which hee pꝛetendeth, nothing 
els but trifling: loue, luſt: woozdes,wples : deedes, deceyt: vowes, 
vanities: fapthtull pꝛomiſes, fapthleſſe pꝛactiſes: earneſt othes, erz 
rant artes to deceiue: ſozrows;ſubtelties : ſighes, lights: groanes, 
guiles: cryes, crałts: teares treaſon: yea all their dooings nothing 
but baytes to intice vs, hookes to intangle vs, and ingins vtterly to 
vndoo vs. O that my mouth could cauſe my woozdes to mount as 
boue the ſkies, to make the Gods bend down their eyes to take view 
of the villany ok this viper, chen no doubt but eyther the citie would 
ſinke wherein hee is, oz the earth would open and ſwallowe him vp, 
92 at the leaſt ſome plague ſhould bee thandzed dewne vppon hym, 
which myght moſt papnefully puniſh him. Oz why map not the gods 
ble mee as an inſtrument to execute their vengeance on hym: The 
wife ol Dioniſius the tirant,wzought the will of the Goddes on her 
hulband, and miſerably murdered him: and why is it not law full fox 
mee to doo the lyke + Pes J can and will deuiſe ſutch exquiſite pus 
niſhment fo this Tirant, that it ſhall oe _ conie after = 
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Tereus and Progne. 


Mao to further her furie, ſhe had this opoztunitie offred her. It 
was the ſame tyme of the yeere that the ſacrifices of Bacchus were 
to bee celebꝛated, what tyme the vſe was foz the women to goe about 
the countrey diſguiſed, as if they had been mad, whereuppon the 
Queene tooke a troupe of women with her, and gat to the grange 
where Philomela was, bzake open the doqzes, and bꝛought her home 
with her to her Palace, and there they two, the ane wich ſignes, and 
the other with wooꝛdes, entred into conſitltation how to bee reuenged 
on the trecherie of Tereus. And ſurely, if a man be diſpoſed to doo 
his enemy a diſpleaſure in deede, ithee folowe my counlaple, let him 
folow the counſatle of a woman, nay al the Deuils in Pell could not 
ſo haue toꝛmented Tereus ag they did: ſo that J thinke your ſelues 
will ſay her fury exceeded his folly, and her ſeueritie in puntſhing, 
his crueltie in offending. Fo2 he had by her one only ſweet ſonne na⸗ 

ꝛed Itys. My toung is not able ts tell, and my hart rendes in twain 

to thinke, that a reaſonable creature ſhould ſo rage in rigour, that a 
woman ſhould ſo want compalſion, that a mother ſhould wozke ſutch 
miſchiete to her owne childe. Foz, as J was about to tell pou, ſhee 
bad by her hulband one onely ſonne, and ſhee his owne mother mile⸗ 
rably ment to murder him, thereby to be reuenged on her hulbande. 
O ruthleſle rage, O mercileſſe mother: haue read of a woman na⸗ 
med Althea, who mzought the death of her own ſonne Meleager, fo 
that he befoze had ſlaine two oz thꝛee of her bꝛethꝛen: likewiſe. A- 
gaue helped to teare in peeces her owneſoune Penthey, for that hee 
would not do honoꝛ ta the God Bacchus: but foz a mother ta murder, 
to mangle, to make mans meat ok her own child, being an innocent, 
an infant that neuer did oz thought amiſle, vo euer heard any thing 
moze monſtrous in nature, moze beaſflp in tirannie, oꝛ moze blood⸗ 
dy in crueltie: Fo; marke the manner of this murder: as her ſiſter 
and ſhee late in her pꝛiuy chamber meditating: ok this milchiefe, in 
came Itys, the pꝛety elfe, beeing two oz chꝛee yeeres ol age, and lee⸗ 
ing his mother lit ſadly, ſayd vnto her, Mam, how dooſt, why dooſt 
weepe, and tookeher about the necke and kiſt her, ſaying, J will goe 
call my Dad to come and play wich the; but ſhee lyke a tirannous 
Tiger flong him from her, ſaying: Away impe al impietie, howe 


like thy facher thou art, not only in favour; but in flaccery alſo x 


A will make thee make thy Dad ſpozte ſhoztly , The infane role 
Tr ON agayne, 


Terens and Propne Jl 


agayne, and came running dugling to her, ſaying, Why doo poit 
beate mee, mam, J haue learned mp Crilcroſſe to daye , ſo J haue, 
and my father ſayth hee will buie me a golden coate, and then vou 
than not kiſſe me, ſo pou ſhannot: but this trifling daliance could not 
turne her diueliſhneſſe. But ( O dꝛeadkull deede,D lamentable caſe) 
the tooke her pꝛety babe by the heare ofthe head, and dꝛewe hym 
into a pꝛiuy coꝛner pꝛouided fo2 the purpoſe, and firſt cruelly cut of 
his harmeleſle head, then butcherly quartered his comely carkaſſe, 
and betweene her litter and her, dꝛeſled it in oꝛder of meate: which 
done, (as the cuſtome was in thoſe feaſtes ol Bacchus) ſhee ſent foꝛ 
the king her huſbande to luppe with her, and ſet befoze him, fo2 the 
ficit ſeruice, his owne ſonne. Who after hee had fiercely fed on his 
owne fleſh, and filled his belly wich his owne bowels, hee aſked foz 
bis little ſonne Itys. The Queene anſwered; why, doo you not ſee 
him: J am ſure you keele him. And as he ſtared about the chamber 
to haue ſeene him, out ſtept Philomela from behinde a cloath of Ar: 
ras , and flang the childes head in the fathers kace: whereby hee 
knewe what banquet hee had been bidde to , and lo ſoone as his 
| ſenſes were come to hym, whiche that ſower light had taken away, 
hee dꝛewe his Napier, and thought to haue offered vp the blood of 
his wpfe and her lifter fo2 a Sacrifice vuto his lonne: but they fled 
from him, and as Ouid repoxteth, were turned into birdes, meaning 
they were not woꝛthye humane ſhape oz the ble of reaſon, whiche 
were ſutch cruell monſters, altogether deuoyde of ruth.and reaſon; 
It were hard here Gentlewomen koꝛ pen to geue {entence,whomoze 
offended ofthe huſband, oz the wyfe, ſeeing the dooings of both the 
one and the other were in the higheſt degree of diuelichnelle: ſutch 
vnbzidled luſt and beaſtly crueltie in him. ſutch monſirous miſchiefe 
and murder in her: in hym lutch treaſon, in her ſutch trecherie: 
in hym ſutch falſeneſſe, in her ſutch furiouſnefle : in hym ſutch de⸗ 
niliſh deſp2e,in her ſuch reuenge lull ire: in hym ſiitch helliſh heat, in 
her ſutch haggiſh hate: that J thinke them both wozthy to bee con⸗ 
demned to the moſt bottomleſſe pit in hell. 
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32 Germanicus and Aerippina. 


Germanicus, a young Gentleman of ſmal lyuyng, of the kyn 
Ein and in the court of Ofawanthe Emperour , becomming 
amorous of the Lady Agrippina, through great ſuite get- 

teth her to wyfe: and through his valiencie winneth to bee 
proclaymed heyre apparant to the Empyre . Whoſe ſtate 
Tiberius his cuſin enuying; diſpatcheth him priuily with poy- 
ſon: and Agrippina for griefe thereof refuſing all bodily ſu- 
ſtenance, moſt miſerably famiſheth her ſelfe to death. 

He Aſtronomers are of this opinion, chat the Planets haue pꝛe⸗ 

heminence ouer bs, and that the Starres ſtyꝛ vs vp to all our en⸗ 

terpꝛiſes: but J am rather ſefled into this lentence, that not the Þlas 
nets. But our paſſions haue the chiefe place in vs, and that our owne 
delyꝛes, not the deſtines, dꝛiue vs to all our dooings. Ahich opinion 

I may iuſtiſie by the example ot a Gentle mã named Germanicus, 
whole foꝛtune, neither the Fates fixed, neyther the Planets planted, 
neyther the Starres ſtirred, nepther the deſtines dꝛaue, nepther the 
Skies cauſed, but firſt his owne fonde kancie framed, and then his 
one ambitious deſpꝛe finiſhed,as by the ſequele of this hiſtozte you 
ſhall ſee. F92 this Gentleman Germanicus, frequenting the court 
of Octauian the Emperour, chaunced to fixe his eyes on the face of 
a noble Gentlewoman,named Agrippina, the daughter of M. A- 
grippa. And as the Mouſe mumpeth lo long at the bait, that at lẽgth 
the is taken in tray: ſo he bit ſo long at the bayte ol her beautie, chat 
at length hee was caught in Cupids ſnare: and on a tyme as ſhee 
was at Cardes inthe Pꝛeſence chamber, this youth ſtoade ſtaring 
in her face in a great ſtuddy, which ſhee perceyuing, to bzing hym 
out of his ſtuddy, pꝛayed him to reach her a beule of Wpne, which 
ſtoode vpon a Cupbooꝛde by: and as he appꝛoched therewich to the 
place ot her pꝛeſence, his ſenſes were lo rauiſhed wich the light ok her 
ſweete face, that hee let the boule fall foozth olhis handes: and rety⸗ 
ring backe with ſeemly ſhamefaſtnes , went -fo2 moꝛe, and beeing 
come therewith, ſhee thanked him koꝛ his paynes, ſaying, J p)ape 
God that fall of the Myne, hinder not my winning, x bꝛing mee pll 
lucke, foꝛ J know mam that cannot away to haue Salt, oz Ozinke, 
82 any ſutch lyke thing fall towardes them. 

Madame layth Germanicus, haue often heard it diſputed in 
ſchooles, that ſutch as the cauſe of euery thing is, ſutch wilbe the ek⸗ 
kect: and ſeeing the caule ofthis chaunce was good, J doubt not 1 

| we 
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the effect will folow accoꝛdingly: and ik any euill do inſue thereof, 
Itruſt it will light on my head, thzough whole negligence it hap⸗ 
pened. Agrippina: anſwered: As J know not che cauſe, ſo J feare 
not the effect greatly, 4 in deede as you ſay, hitherto pou haue had 
the wozſt of it, foz that thereby you haue been put to double 
paynes. 

Tfthat bee all ( ſaich hee) rather then it ſhalbee layd any euill 
to haue inſued of chis chamce, J will perſwade my ſelle that eue⸗ 
ry payne which you ſhall put mee to, ſhalbe double delight, and 
treble pleaſure vnto mee. You muſt vle ( ſapeth ſhe then) great e⸗ 
loquence, to pour ſelfe, to perſwade pou to ſutch an impoſſibilitte, 
Oh ik it pleaſe you ( lapeth hee) there is an D)atour which of late 
Hath taken vp his dwelling within mee, who hath eloquence to pers 
ſwade mee to a far greater matter then this. 

It (ſapch ſhee) hee perſwade you to things no mote behoofull 
fo2 pour ſelfe then this, if vou followe my counſayle, vou ſhall 
not giue him houle roome long. Madame (dapetch hee) it is an 
allured ſigne of a free and friendly minde, to giue good counſaple; 
but it is hard fo2 one in bondage, and out ok his owne poſſeſſion, to 
follow it. Foz what knowech pour honour, whether hee haue al⸗ 
redy taken entire poſſeſſion ofthe houſe wherin hee is, which ik it 
bee ſo, what wit is able to deniſe a Whit to remoue him from 
thence + Ik ſtr (ſayeth ſhee) hee entred by oꝛder ol law, and payd 
vou truely foz it, it is reaſon hee iniop it, marie pour folly was 
greate to retaine ſutch a tenant: but ik hee intruded himlelfe by 
foxce, you may lawtully extrude him by ſtrength, 

In deede (ſayth hee) hee entred vi et armis foxciblp, but after 
bpon certaine parlance paſſed betweene vs, J was content hee 
Gould remaine in peacible poſſeſſion: marie hee hath payd me no⸗ 
thing pet, but hee pꝛomiſech lo krankely, that ik the perkourmance 
follow, a houſe with beames of beaten golde, & pillers of pꝛecious 
ſfones, will not counteruaile the pꝛice of it: yea, if A were placed 
in quiet polſeſſion therof, J would thinke my ſelfe ritcher, J will 
not ſay then the Emperour, but which is malt, then God him lelke, 
who poſleſſeth heauen and earth. And as the hope ok obtayning the 
effecte of that pzomile, heaueth mee vp to heauen: ſo the doubt to 
bee deceiued therof, dꝛiueth mee downe to hell. 

And what tolly fellow (ſaych ſhee) is this that pzomileth fo 
Fi. krankely: 
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frankely + will hee not pzomile golden hils, and perfourme durty 
dales $ UUould to God ( ſapth he) pour ſeemely ſelfe were ſo well 
accquainted with him as Jam, then would J make pou indge 
of the wozthyneſle ok the thing hee hathe pꝛomiled, foz that you 
know the goodnes therof, none better: The lady ſmelling che dꝛikt 
okhis deuiſes,and ſeeing the ende ofhis talke ſeemed to tend tolone, 
and that touching her owne ſelfe,thought not good to dzaw on their 
diſcourſe any longer, but concluded with this anlweare. 

As Jam altogether ignozant what pour obſcure calke meaneth, 
ſocare J not to bee acquainted with any ſutch companion as your 
Landloꝛd is,foz ſa (me thinkes by you) J may moze fitly call him, 
then tearme him pour tenaunt: and lo departed away into her lod: 
ging. Germanicus likewiſe , his Miſtres being gone, gate him 
to his chamber, to entertaine his amozousg conceites, and being 
alone, bꝛake fooꝛth into theſe woꝛdes. 

O friendly koꝛtune, ik continually hereafter thou furiouſly frowne 
vpen me, yet ſhal J all the dayes of my life count my ſelfe bound vn- 
to thee, fo2 the onely pleaſure which this day thou haſt done me, in 
giuing me occaſion of talke with her, whole Angels voyce made 
ſutch heauenly harmonie to my heaute hart, that where befo2e 
it was plundged in perplexitie, it is nowe placed in felicitie, and 
where befoꝛe it was oppꝛeſſed with care, it is nowe refreſhed with 
comfoꝛt. Yea, euery louely looke of her, is able to cure mee, if J 
were in moſt deepe diſtreſſe of moſt daungerous diſeaſe,euery ſweee 
wooꝛde pꝛoceeding frem her ſugred lippes, is of foꝛce to fetche meg 
from death to like. But alas, how true doo J trie that laying, that 
euery commoditie hath a diſcommoditie annexed vnto it :how dooth 
the remembꝛaunce of this ioye, put mee in mynde of the annoye, 
which the loſſe of this delight will pꝛocure mee: Pea it maketh 
all my ſenſes ſhake to thinke, that ſome other ſhal inioy her, moꝛe 
wooꝛthy of her then my ſelle: and yet who in this Court, nap in all 
Chziſtendeme, nay in the whole wozld, is woꝛthy of her: Mo, ik ſhee 
neuer he ue any, vntil ſhe haue one woꝛthy of her euery way, ſhee ſhal 
neuer haue any, And ſhal I then, being but a pooze gentlen'a, ſecke 
to inſintiate my ſeife in place ſo high: Shal J by my rude attempt, 
purchaſe at leaſt the diſpleaſure ok her friendes c parents, and per⸗ 
chance bers allo, whõ to diſpleaſe, would be no leſſe diſpleaſant vnto 
me then death: Alas, and mult love needes be rewarded with hate: 
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Mull curtelle needes be coũteruailed with crueltie $ Mult goodwil 
needs be returned with diſplealure: Is it poſſibleithat boũtie ſhould 
not abide where beautie doth aboũd, + that curtelie ſhould not accõ⸗ 
pany her comlines : Pes, J am ſure at the leaſt (he wil ſuffer me ta 
loue her,though her young yeeres,x high eſtate wil not luffer her to 
loue me: & though the wil not accept me fo huſband , yet J am ſure 
the will not reiect mee foꝛ ſeruaunt: though ſhe wil not receiue my 
ſeruice, vet J doubt not but ſhe wil courteoully take che tendzing 
therofvnto her. And touching her parents diſpleaſure , what care A 
to pꝛocure the il wil ol the whole woꝛld, ſo J may purchaſe her good 
wil. Pea it I ſhould ſpend the moſt pꝛecious blood in my body, in 

the purſuit ol lo peerelelle a peece, J would cofit it as wel beſtowed, 

as if it were ſhed in the quarrel of God my Pꝛince, oꝛ country, Foz 

ſhe is the Boddeſſe whom J will honour with deuotion , ſhe is the 

pꝛince whũ J wil obey with duty, ſhe is the countrey, in whole caule 
and quarel J wil ſpend like, litung, and all that N haue. Neither is 

there mutch cauſe why her kriendes ſhould ſtoꝛme much at the mat⸗ 

ter, lo though my landes and reuenewes are not great, vet am Jjof 
the blood royall, æ nere kinleman to themperour, who will not ſul⸗ 
ker me to want any thing pertaining to my eſtate and degree. Why 

Alerane, a youth like my ſelf, pꝛactiſed the mightie Emperour O- 

tho his daughter and darling Adaleſia, ſtole her away, and marri⸗ 

ed her t and do J ſticke to attempt the like wich one ol karre meaner 

eltate , though ok kar moze woꝛthinelſe: And though frowiing koꝛ⸗ 
tune tolled him foy a while in the tempeſtious leas of aduerlitie, yet 
at the length he arrined at the hauen ol happy eſtate, x was reconci⸗ 
led to the good grace and kauour of the Emperour againe. And 
though at the firlt my ſhip be ſhaken with angry blaſtes: yet in time 
J doubt not but to be ſafelp landed on the ſhoꝛe and haue my thate 
of that which the ſhewꝛes of ſhzewd loztune ſhal keepe me from;:Ye 
is not wozthy to ſuck the ſweet; who hath not firſt ſauoꝛed the lower. 
And as the beauty of a faire womã, being placed by a koule, blaſeth 
- moze bꝛinghtly: fo eche top is made moꝛe pleaſant, by firlf taſking 
ſome lame ſops of ſozow, Did not the peril which Leander ventred 
in the ſea,and the paine which hee tooke in ſwimming, make his 
arriual to the hauen ok his heauenly Hero, moze happy and plea- 
ſaunt: Pes no doubt ok it: foz beſides the feeling ofthe pꝛelent pleas | 
ſure, the remembꝛance ofthe perill paſtdelightety, Belives * 
_ Fa vp 
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by how much moze a man hazardeth him ſelte fox his miſkres ſake, 
by ſo mutch the moze hee manikeſteth the conſtancy of his lone, and 
meriteth meede at her handes the moze woozthilp, This laping al⸗ 
ſo is no leſſe tried, then true, that foztune euer fauoureth the valt- 
aunt, and things the moꝛe hard, the moze. haughty, high, and hea⸗ 
uenly : neither is any thing hard to be accompliſhed by hym which 
hardily e terpzileth it. . 5} 
ich theſe and ſutch like ſapings, incouraging him ſelf,he pur⸗ 
poſed to purſue his purpoſe, and tailed not daily to attend vpon his 
Piſtres with al dutie and diligence, and ſought all occaſions he 
could to let her vnder ſtand his loyal lone, and great good wpll tow⸗ 
ards her : which ſhee percepuing, diſdayned not to acknowledge by 
her amiable and curtuous countenaunce towards him, wherewith 
he helde himleife as well ſatilſied, as if he had ben made Mo⸗ 
narche ofthe whole wozld, And though he were often determined in 
woopdes to p2elent his ſuite vnto her: yet when it came to the poynt 
he ſhoulde haue ſpoken, feare of offending her, altogether dil⸗ 
appointed his purpole,and made him mute in the matter he minded 
to beter. But at lẽgth perceining that delay bꝛed danger,foz chat ſhe 
had many other luiters, and feeling by experience, that as fire, the 
mote it is kept downe, the moge it flameth vp: ſo loue, che moze hee 
ſought to ſuppꝛeſſe him, the mote fiery foꝛces he exp2eſſed within 
him, he began to ſet feare aſide, and to fozce a ſupplye of courage 
in his faint hatt, and ſeeing his Myſtres ſit in the p2eſence alone, 
he entred into reaſoningwith her, in this manner. 
Madame, ta; that ſee pou without company, Jam the bolder 
to pꝛelume to p2eace in place, wherok though J be altogether vn- 
woꝛthy, yet am J altogether willing to ſupplye it, and if my compa» 
nie may content vou, as wel as pour ſight ſatiſſiech me, J doubt not 
but you will accept it in good part: and ſo mutch the lelle J hope 
mp company ſhalbe comberſome vnto von, koꝛ that pou are buſted 
about nothing, wherto my pꝛeſence may be pꝛeiudicial. And verely 
when J conſider the common courſe of life, which pour lweete ſelf, 
and other maides of pour eſtate leade, me thinkes it is altogether 
like the ſpending of pour time at this pꝛeſent, which is (with your 
leane bee it ſpoken) idly, vnfruitefully without pleaſiire o2 pꝛo⸗ 
fit: and ik my credite were ſutch with you, to crave credite 
foz that whiche J ſhall ſpeake , J woulde not doubt but to 
perſwade 
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perlwade pou to another trade of life, moze commendable in the 
wozld,moje honourable amogſt all men, and mote acceptable in the 
ſight of God. Foz beleeue mee, J pitie nothing moze then vir⸗ 
gins vaine piety, who thinke they merit meede koz liuing chaſtly, 
when in deede they deſerue blame fo2 ſpending their time waſtly. 
Sir (ſayth ſhee) as pour company contenteth me wel penough, 
ſo your talke liketh me but a litle: foz though J muſt confeſle J it 
at this pꝛelent without dooing any thing, pet in my fancie it is bet⸗ 
ter to bee idle, then ill imployed, as pour ſelfe are now, in repꝛehen⸗ 
ding that ſtate of life, which excelleth all other, as far as che ſunne 
doth a ſtarre, o2 light darkneſſe,and wherin J meane, foꝛ my parc, 
to paſſe the pilgrimage ofthis my ſhozt like, if either God diſpoſi 
mee not, o2 my friendes fozce mee not tothe contrary, = 
God fozbid (Madame ſaith he) you ſhould continue pour time 
in any ſutch trifling trade oflyfe,which in deede is to be counted no 
Iyfe at all, as the Grecian Ladies moſt truelp ceſtifie, who (as 
Homer repoꝛteth) count their age krõ the time of their mariage,not 
froche day of their birth : & ik they be demaunded how olde they be, 
they begin to reckẽ krom their mariage, and ſo anſwer accozdingly: 
Foꝑ then onely (ſap they) we begin to liue, when we haue a houſe to 
gouerne, and may commaunde ouer our childꝛen and ſeruants. 
Tuſh (ſaith the Lady) this is but the ſentence and pꝛoper opini⸗ 
on ok one peculier people, who perchaunce by the nature of their 
country, oꝛ otherwiſe, are mote deſirous ok huſbandes, then other: 
neither is it any moze reaſũ that we ſhould be tied to their example, 
chẽ they be boũd to follow our virgin Veſtals, oz other, who conſume 
the whole courſe of their lyfe without contaminating their co2ps 
with the company of men: Nay rather (ſaith he)withoutrecepuing 
their perfection frõ men, accoving to the opinion of Ariſtotle, But 
Madame, J did not pꝛoduce that example, as neceſſary foꝛ al to fol- 
low, but as pꝛobable to pꝛoue c ſhew, what courſe a count they made 
ok virginitie, which pou ſo highly eſteeme of, But to leaue perti⸗ 
culer opinions, and come to generall conſtitutions and cuſtomes, J 
meane both naturall, humane, and dinine lawes, and you ſhal ſee 
them all to make agaynſt you, And firlt if pou conlider natures 
lawes, which in the dooyngs of creatures without reaſon are 
playnly ſet downe, vou ſhall ſee no living wight in the vniuerſall 
wonld, but that fo ſoone as by age they are apt therto, apply 
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themlelues to that like whereby their kinde may be conſertted, and 
number increaſed. Behold the high flying Faulcon, which ſoa- 
rech ſo high in the ayze. that a man would think ſhe would ſtowpe to 
neither Lure noꝛ luſt : yet ſhee is no ſooner an entermuer, oꝛ at the 
fardeſt a white Hauke, but that ol her owne ac coꝛd ſhee commeth to 
che call of the Taſlel gentle her make. Likewiſe the Doe, which 
flingeth ſo freely about the wooddes, as though ſhe made no ac⸗ 
count ok the male, pet ſhee is no ſooner aſo2es ſiſter, but that ſhee 
ſeekes the ſocietie of the Bucke, Pea ik it would pleaſe your ſeeme- 
ly ſelke to enter into the conſideration ok your owne nature, oz if 
your curteſy would account me woꝛthy to haue the examination of 
-pour ſecrete thoughtes, J doubt not but you would conkeſſe your ſelf 
to feele a firy foꝛce of that naturall inclination which is in other 
creatures, which being ſa, you muſt graunt to deale vnnaturally in 
reſiſting that naturall motion, which cannot be ill oꝛ idle, bicauſe 
nature hath planted it in vou: koz God and nature don nothing 
bainelp oz vily, And in that ſome doe amiſle in rebelling againſt 
nature, their owne ſcrupulous niceneſſe is the caule, when they will 
lay on them ſelues heauier burdens then they are able to beare, and 
refuſe to beare thoſe burdens which nature hath appointed them to 
beare, which are but light. 
What talke you ſir (ſaiech ſhe) ſo mutch ot nature, x of creatures 
without realon, as though we ought to follow either the inltinct ol 
the one, either the example of the other. J haue been alwayes 
taught, that reaſon is the rule to direct our dooings by , and 
that we ctght co laye befoze vs the actions of creatures indued 
with reaſon,to follow imitate. Fox if you ſticke fo ſtrictly to the 
example of reaſonleſſe creatures, pou ſhould ble the company of 
womẽ but once oꝛ twice at the moſt in the peere, as moſt of them do 
wich their females,wherto J am ſure you would be loth to be tied. 
Madame (ſayth hee) a gentlewoman ok this citie hath anſwered 
this obiection alredy fo2 me. Why then (ſaith ſhe) wil vou con⸗ 
demne their dooings in ſome pointes, and place them koz patternes 
to bee pꝛactiſed by in otherſome: | 
Dea, why not (ſayth he)otherwyſe you might generally take ex⸗ 
reption againſt the example ofmen,fo2 that ſome men in ſome mat⸗ 
ters do amiſſe: The good euer is to be vſed, and the ill refuſed, 
But to came to the doings ol mẽ, which pou leeme to deſire , Dooth 
| | e not 
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not euery man, ſo ſoone as his daughter is arriued to ripe yecres, 
trauel to beſtow her in marriage, whereby ſhe may inioy the fruits 
of loue, and participate with the pleaſures incident to that eſtate: 
wherby they plainly ſhew, that che cauſe why they begotte them 
with pleaſure , and bzing them vp with pain, is to haue them enter 
into that trade ok like, wherein not only them ſelues may line hap⸗ 
pily, abounding in all pleaſure, but allo by the fertill fruite of their 
body, make their moꝛtal parents immoztal: that whẽ they with age 
ſhalbe waſted r withered away, the ſcede o their ſeede, may begin 
greenely to grow, c flooziſhingly ta ſpzing, to the great comkoꝛt 
of boch the father and daughter. Foz what pleaſure the graundka⸗ 
ther takes in the ſpozting paſtime ok his pꝛoper daughters pꝛety 
childen, J thinke pou partly vnderſtand: and what delight the mo- 
ther takes in the toyes of her litle ſonne , you ſoone ſhall perfectly 
perceiue, it᷑ it pleaſe you freely to followe the friendly counſayle 
which J frankly pꝛeach vnto you, Fo; do you think, it virginitie wer 
ok ſutch vertue, that parents would not rather paine them ſelues to 
keepe their deere daughters modeſt maides, then ſtraine thelelues 
& their ſubſtãce to ioyne them in Iunos ſacred bond: Pes perſwade 
pour ſweet ſelf, it pour mother were ſo perſwaded, ſhe would rather 
locke pou vp cloſe in her clolet, thẽ ſuffer any to inioy the ſoueraigne 
ſight of your beauty, oz once aſpire to pour ſpeach, whereby you 
might be perſwaded to ſome other kind of like. But ſhe experienced 
by peeres, knoweth beſt what ts belt fo2 your behoofe, & would pou 
ſhould follow her example, and make no conſcience to looſe that. 
which thee her ſelfe hach loſt, which except the had loſt, we had 
loſt ſo rare a Jewell as your ſeemely ſelfe are: with what a 
loſſe it had been to my ſelf J dare not lay, leſt pou count verity vant- 
tie, and truth trifling and flattery . But to our purpoſe, yer per- 
ceyue (as Jſayd) your parents pleaſed with the acceſle ofgentle- 
men vnto vou, wherbp pou may conceyue their minde is, vou ſhould 
accept ſutch ſeruice as they pꝛoker, and partake with thoſe plea- 
lures which they pꝛeker vnto you. 

Thy ſir (ſaith ſhee) poi altogether miſtake the meaning cf 
m in this matter:fo2 whe tathers tender martages to their daugh⸗ 
ters, it is not fo any minde they haue to haue tht marted, but only 
foꝛ feare leſt they ſhould fal to folly otherwapes: fo) knowing the 
fickle krailneſſe of pouth t our pzocliuitie to pꝛauitie 2 
Fas they 
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they pꝛouide vs marriages, to pꝛeuent miſchiekes: and ſeeing of 
euils the leaſt is to be choſen, they count marriage a leſſe euill, then 
lighteneſſe ok our life and behaniour. 

Alas good Madame (ſayth he) why do pou ſo mutch pꝛophane the 
holy ſtate ot wedlocke, as to count it in the number ok euils: Wher- 
as the Gods thẽlelues haue entred into that ſtate, wheras Pꝛinces 
pleaſantly pall? their time therin, wheras by it onely mankinde is 
p2elerued, and amitie and loue amongſt men conſerued, ofthe woz- 
thines wherof J am not wozthy to open my lippes, 

Dir (ſayth thee) J ſpeake it not of my ſelfe, but accoꝛding to 
the opinion ok the moſt wiſe and learned Philoſophers that e⸗ 
uer lyued, amongſt whom one Aminius ſa mutch miſliked of 
Marriage, that being dematmded why hee woulde not marrie: 
anlweared, bycauſe there were ſo mante incomieniences inci⸗ 
dent to that eſtate, that the leaſt ok th is able to ſlea a thouſand men. 

Why Madame (ſapch hee) vou muſt conſider there is nothing 
in this moytall lyfe ſo abſolutely good and perfect, but that there 
be inconueniences, as wel as commodities incurred therby: by that 
reaſon you may take the Sun out of the woꝛlde, koz that it parcheth 
the Summers greene,x blaſtech away the beauty of choſe that blaſe 
their face therein, But to leaue naturall and humane Lawes, 
and come to the diuine pꝛecepts, pꝛoceedyng from Gods owne 
mauthe : dooth not God ſape , It is not good fo2 man to line a- 
lone, and therekoꝛe made Eue fot an helper and comfozter $ Like- 
wiſe in diuers places of Scriptures he doth not onely comend Bars 
riage to vs, ſaying, Marriage, and the bed vndeſtled, are honoꝛable: 
but alſo commanndeth vs to it, ſaying, ou ſhall fozſake Father 
and Mocher, and kolow pour wines, 

Why ſir (faith ſhee ) and doth not God ſay, it is good foꝛ man 
not to touch a woman: and ik thou bee vumarrted, remapne ſo + But 
why alleadge pou not this text, It is better to marrie then to burne: 
wherby is plapnly ſhewed, that Marriage is but a meane to medi⸗ 
cine the burnyng in concupilcence and luſt, and (as J layd befoze) 
of two euyls the leaſt, and therfaze pzeferred, But becaule wee bee 
entred into diuine miſteries, J could refer pou to a place ok ſcrip⸗ 
cure, where it is reyoꝛted, that in Heauen Uirgins chiefely ſerue 
God, x let foozth his gloꝛie. And Mahoment the great Turke ( who 
was in heauen) laich, he lam there Uirgins, who ik they iſſued 
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okheauen, would lyghten the whole wozlde with cheir bꝛightnelle, 
and if they chaunced to ſpit into the ſea chey would make che whole 
water ag lweete * Ponie: but here is no mention of niarryed 
folke. | 
| Belyke(ſapth yee)thole Upgins bee lyke your ſelfe,and then no 
marueile though God bee delighted with the light of them, whiche 
perchaunce is the cauſe hee hath them in Heauen to attend vppon 
him, as firſt Hebe, and after Ganymedes did vpon Iupiter. But 
generally of women the ſcripture layth, that by bzinging foozth of 
childꝛen they ſhalbee ſaned,and inioy a place in heauen, which muſt 
bee by mariage, if honeſtly. But bycaule Jam perſwaded that it 
is onely foꝛ argument ſake that youdiſalowe muͤrpage, and that you 
pꝛetend otherwiſe in woꝛdes then von intend to doo in woꝛkes, Jam 
content to geue you the honour of the lielde, and thus far to yeelde mp 
conſent to your opinion, that virginttie conſidered, ok it owne nature, 
ſimply without circumſtance, is better then Matrimonie: but by⸗ 
cauſe the one is full of perill che other full ofpleaſure, the one full ok 
teopardie, the other full of ſecuritie, the one as rare as the blacke 
Swan, che other as common as the blacke Crowe, ol good chings I 
thinke che moꝛe common, the moꝛe commendable. 

Tf(ſaith ſhee) I haue gotten any conqueſt hereby, J am to thanke 
mine owne cauſe,not your curteſie, who yeelde when pou. are able to 
ſtand no longer in defence, 

Nay Madame, ſay not ſo(ſapth hee)fox in that very yelding ts 
pour opinion, J pꝛooued mariage better then virginitie, fo) chat it 
is moze common: neither would J haue you turne my lilente in this 
matter, into lacke of ſcience and knowledge, oz repꝛehend mee, if 
ſpare toinfozce further pꝛoole in a matter ſufficiently pꝛocued akke⸗ 
dye, no moze then you woulde rebuke a Spanniel, which ceaffeth 
eo hunt when hee leech the Hankeſeazedonthe Partridge But port 
may(marueile madam)what is the cauſe thatmaketh me perlwade 
von thus earneſtly to mariage, which as myne owne vnwoꝛthinelſe 
willeth mee to hide, ſo your mcomparable curtelie incouragech mee 
to diſcloſe, which makech mee thinke that it is no ſmall tauſe which 
can make you greatly offended with him, who bearech pou great 
goodui;e that what ſuite ſo ener hal prefer vnto volt you will ei⸗ 
Kalte ieit on kodgtue it, pardon it, öz piticit. 'Therefoze maß it 
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view of ycur vertue and: beautie, my harte hach been ſo inflamed 
wich the büght beames chereal, chat nothing is able to quenche it, 
but the water which floweth from the Fountayne that firſt infected 
mee: and if pitye maye ſo mutche pꝛeuayle with vou, as to accept 
mee, J dare not ſape fo2 your hulvande; but fo2 pour Slane and 
ſeruaunt, allure your ſelfe there ſhall na doubt ok daunger dzine 
mee from my duetie towardes you , neyther; ſhall auy Ladye 
whatſoeyer have moze cauſe to reioyce in the chopce ok her ler⸗ 
Uaunt, then pour ſelfe ſhall , koz that Jchall accounte my lyfe no 
longer plealaunt onto me, then it ſhal be imploied in pour ſeruice. 

Agrippina dying her lylly cheekes with Vermilion red, and ca⸗ 
fling! her eyes on the ground, gaue him this anſwezre. : - 


1 


Is Jam to peeld ou thankes fo2 your good will, ſo am J not ca 
been conſent ta pour requeſt , fox that A neyther mynde to marry, 
neyther thin de my ſelfe woozthpe to retayne anye ſutche ſeruaunt: 
But it᷑ J were dilpoſed to receyue you anpe wape, I thynke the beſt 
manner meaneypenough-fo2 your withineſſe. 

Immediatly hereupon there came comp any vnto them, which 
made them bꝛeake of their talke and Agrippina being got jnto hey 


chamber, began to thinke on the ſuite made vnto her by Ger mani: 
cus, and by this tvme Cupid had ſo cquaingly carued and jngraued 
the Jooll of his perſon; and beehauiour i in her hart, that ſſ ee though 
him worthy ofa far moꝛe wozthy wyke then her ſeife; and perſwas 
ding her lelfe by his wooꝛdes and logkes , that his loue wag lopalt 
without luſt, true without trifling, and fapchfidl without kaygning, 
ſhee decermpued to accept it, il her parentes woulde geue they) cone 
ſent thereto. Now Germanicus; nothing dilmaped wich her foz⸗ 
mer denpall, ko that it had N clole : ſa ſoone as dpoktanilt 
ſerued/fe on her agapne in this ſazt, 

Mm Padame vou haue conſidered my caſe at lealure. tral it 
will ſtand with pour Food pleaſure {a make me a moe comfortable 
aulmeare. 

J beeſeech you ſircapth: ee)co ret foriffied with my ban er ar 
weare, fo other as vet A am not able tomake peu. 7 2 

Alas Madame (ſapth hee)the extremitie al mp. paſſion, wil not 
ſufer long paoloaging of.compaſſion, wierfoe Ihjanbly:beſpech 
you,meſzntly; tapaſ file ena epther rfl 4 hd 
fon 10 as Mee fon if the 
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imp tonfuſion, and wat pon meane rigozoulipro te iect i godd wil, J 
meane not longto remayne aliue to trouble vou with any tedious 
ſuit, fo; I account it as good reaſon to honoꝛ pou with the facrifice of 
my deach, as J haue thought it conuenient fo beſtow bpon pot the 
ſeruice ol my lyfe. 
Alas ſir(ſaych ſhee)this ielting is nothing fopfull unto mice and 
2 pꝛay pou vſenomare ok it, foʒ the remembꝛante ot that which yen 
ſpeake of in ſpozte, makech mee feele the fozce thereof in good ear⸗ 
neſt: fo) a thouſand deaths at once cannot be ſo dꝛeadtul vnta me, as 
nne ſhuld line ta pꝛocure the death ofai y uch as pott are. 

; IfCapth he) ou count my woꝛds fonte, ieſt, and daliance, aſſure 
pour ſelle itis ſpoꝛt without pleaſure, ieſt without ion; and daliance 
wi:houtdelpght;as tratt ol tume ſhall ſyoꝛtly trye foꝛtrut . But il 
poulone not to heare ol my deach, why lyke ycu not to giue me Fed 
ben . may dos, only by the caoſent of pour good: will. 

hy ſtr (ſayth ſhee ) vou know my conleat conſiſteth not in mp 

ſelfetbutin my parents, to whom A owe both awe and re hers 
feat behoougth you firStoſeeke their conſent. 

hy Madame ith hee) ſhall make moꝛe account of the meas 
nerparts chen ol che head5pot are the head andchiete in chis choyce, 
and therefozelet mee receyue one good wooꝛde ok your good will, 
and then let heauen and earth dos they? wont. It is not the cone, 
countenance;o2 rreditof your parents, that purſue fo cowiu ſuceh 
wealth, aa peut good will. I could be content taleade a pocye-lyfe 
all the dayes or my lyfe lo that vou bee een arcowing to 
pour will and wooꝛthyneſſe. 
— TWellCapth thee)ſeeing Yam the onlpmarkeyon hoot at,afſaye 
by all the meanes pou may to et np friendes goodwill 7 and if Low 
leuell anything ſtrayght, vou ſhafl not miſſem o. 

| Germanicusbpen this pꝛotured che Emperours letters 60 ber 
father i in his bechalfe, who hauing peruled thole tecters ſayd; hee 
truſted the Emperour would giue him leaue to diſpoſe of his owne 
accoꝛding to his owne pleaſtire, and that his Daughter was too 
neere and deere vnto hym, to ſee her caſt amaye vppon one, who foz 
lacke ok peeres wanted wyſedome to gotterne her, and for lacks 
of Landes, lyuyng to mayntapne her And callyng hys Daugh⸗ 
ter beeloze hem; j "Ow Fred to owners wth her in thys 
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Daughter, J euer heretofoze thoughtyou would haue been a lo 
lace and comfozt to my olde peeres; and the pꝛolonger of my lyfe, 
but now J lee you will increaſe my hoarie heares, and bee the haſt- 
ner ol my death. Dooth the tender care, the carefull charge, and 
chargeable colt which Jhaue euer vſed in bꝛinging vou vp, delerue 
this at your handes, that pou ſhould paſſe a graunt o pour goodwill 
in mariage without my conlent: Is the pietie towardes pour pas 
rents and the dutie of a daughter towardes her father ſo vfterly foꝛ⸗ 
gotten, that you will pꝛeferre the loue of an vnthzift befoze my dil⸗ 
pleaſure, and to pleaſe him, care not to diſpleaſe pour parents, who 
trauayle to beſtow pou with one woꝛthy vour eſtate and ours: Mo, 
neuer thinke Germanicus ſhall inioy pou with my goodwil, noꝛ ne⸗ 
uer take me fo2 yaur father, if you graunt him pour good will. 
Agrippina hearing this cruell concluſion ot her Father, with 
bach full cauntenance, and trembling toung, framed her anſwer in 
this fourme. 5 Fad | 
A beſeech pon good father, not to thinke me lo graceleſſe a child, 
as once to thinke, mutch lelle to dos any ching whiche maye heape 
pour heauineſſe, oꝛ haſten pour death, the leaſt of which two, would 
bee moꝛe bitter vnta me then death. Fo if it pleaſe you to vnder⸗ 
ſtande, I haus not graunted my good wil to any, vnleſle pour conſent 
bee gotten thereto: Meyther haue J, as you lap, pzeferred the loue 
ok an vnthzift, befoze pour diſpleaſure. But as I cannot let that no⸗ 
ble Gentleman Germanicus to loue mee, ſo can I not; to coutelle 
the truth, but loue him, mary in hart only, foꝛ my body as port gaue 
it me, ſo ſhall you diſpoſe of it. And as J fapthfullp pꝛomiſe you by 
the loue which ol dutie J owe you z that J will neuer haue anye to 
hulband, without pour goodwill : ſo J humbly beeleech pou, foz the 
affection which by nature pou beare mee that pou will neuer foxce 
mee to an without my gaodwill . For il fo2 the tranſitoꝛie lyfe port 
haue giuen mee, you make mee pay ſo deerelp, as ta bee linked with 
one agaynſt my lyking, Jmuſt needes count it a hard pennywooꝛth, 
and well may J wiſh that J had neuer been boꝛne. J beeſeech you 
ſir conlider the inconuentences alwayes incident ta thoſe marrya- 
ges, where chere is moꝛe reſpect of money, then of the man; of ho⸗ 
nours, then ok honeſtie; ol goods, chen of goodwil or the parties eche 
to other. What ſtrife, what iarres, what debate at bed e at bourd, ar 
home c abzode, about this, about that, neuer quietneſſe with conten 
pit "6 pie HE | | tation, 
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tation, neuer merry countenance without coũterkaiting, neuer loving 
deedes without diſſembling? And whente, but krom this rotten roote 
ſpꝛingeth ſo many diſhoneſt women, ſo many ill liuyng men? Js it 
not the lothing of neuer liked lips, that maketh women ſtray from 
theyꝛ hulbandes, to ſtraungers : And ia it not either the difference of 
peeres; either the diuerlitie of manners, oz diſagreement ok natures; 
that maketh the hulband foꝛſake his wife, and follow other women: 
And where are any of theſe differences e inequalities betweene the 
married, but where the foꝛce ok friendes, not libertie of loue , lin⸗ 
ktth them together! Thele things by pour wiſedome confidered, I 
truſt; as pou reſtraine mee from one whom J loue, ſo yet will not 
conſtrapne mee to any, whom loue not: in ſo dooing, doubt you not 
hut pou ſhall finde in mes modeſtie meete foꝛ a maide, bertue it fo} 
a virgin, dutie mette foꝛ a daughter, obedience fiffo2 childe. Her 
father hauing mildlp heard her modeſt talke, told her, hee meant not 
to foꝛce her to any, but would pꝛouide her a hulband, whom hee doub⸗ 
ted not ſhoulde like her better euery wap, then Germanicus did, 
and therefoze willed her to put out ol her minde the liking ſheehad 
Concepuedof him, and ſo gaue her leaue to depart. And beeing in 
her chamber, ſhee began to deutſe all the meanes thee cotild to roote 
out ot her hart the loue ſhee bare Germanicus: and aſſoone reuoked 
to her memoꝛy his lacke of lining his litle countenanick and credite, 
alloone her fathers dilpleaſiire;and her wne p2cfermer, wich many 
other diſtommodities atyſing that way. But nothing pꝛeuailed, koz 
as the bird caught in lime, ox conhy in hay, oz deare in tople, the 
moge they ſtriue, the faſter they ſticke: ſo, the moꝛe diligently ſhet la⸗ 
boured to get out ot the Labyrinth ofloue , the moze douibtfully was 
Hee intricated therin. And as one climbing on high, his feete fay⸗ 
ling, and hee in daunger to fal,moze firmily faſteneth his hold chen he 
did beldze: ſd loue, ſeeing him ſelfe redy to bee diſlodged out of her 
bꝛeaſt, tooke ſutch ſure holde , and fortified him lelke ſo ſtrongly 
within her, that no foꝛce was ol foxce to ferche him krom thence. 
Thich the good gentlewoman perteiuing, thought belt foꝛ her eaſe 
and quiet, to peeld to the ſommons of loue, to bee diſpoſed at his 
pleaſure: Wherinabdoubtſhee hadreaſon- Foz as the (Wifte tun⸗ 
ning ſtreame'; ib it bes not tapped; runneth finodthly awhy without 
noyle, but ik there bee any nan oz locke maͤde bo ſtay the courſe ther: 
ok, it ragech and roareth and ſwellech above the bänkes: mm if 
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wee obey his loze, and yeeld vnto his might, dealeth gently with vg; 
and raigneth ouer vs like a louing lozd,but ik we wichſtand his foxce, 
and ſeeke to ſtay the paſſage ol his power, hee rageth ouer vs like a 
crueltirant. Which this gentlewoman,as J faid, perceiuing, with⸗ 
out any moꝛe reſiſtance, deternuned in ber bart to lone Germanicus 
only and euer. 

Now G ermanicus,notwith tanding the angry lookes of he fa- 
Ger.the frowning face ofthe mother; and the ſtrange counterkeite 
colitenance of the daughter, folowed his ſuit fo effectually,vſed = 
apt perſwaſions to the maide, and in ſhoꝛt time inſinuatedhi 
ſo far into her familiaritie, chat her parents lowed not ſo kalt, — 
allured as faſt, and thought ſhe reteiued no other tontentation in the 
whole woꝛld, but in his company: which her parents perteiuing, and 
beſides Heading the Emperours diſpleaſure, thought as good by 
their canlent to let them goe together, as by ſeneritie to keepe them a 
ſunder, whom the Gods ſeemed to ioyne tagether: and ſa mutch the 
rather they were induced therta, lo that they ſaw cheir daughter ſo 
alfegted to Germanicus chat the beavingofany,! other hulvand wag 
hateful g hurtful ynto her, And hereupon the mariage was concluded 
F conſummated : E to this bargaine only the fanfie of Germanicus 
foxced him. Now lee whither his ambicious deſire dꝛaue him:foʒ be⸗ 
ing in p2operpolleſſion of his proper wife, he was not able to main⸗ 
rain her accoꝛding as his pꝛincely minde delired, foz that his amne 
lining was litle, xc her parents would not part with muchzbitauſe ſhe 
had matched herſelfe not any ching to their. mindꝛ uherupan in hope 
of pꝛeferment z aduauncing his effate, he applied himlelle diligents 
ty to the Emperours ſeruice, and in ſhozt time with valiantexployts 
atchiued in warre, and great wilpome and diſtretion ſhewed in time 
of peace, hee wonne lurch crenite with che Emperaur, that hee held 

n moſt deare vnto him aud canſed him to be pꝛaclaimed heire aps 
parano to hig crowne and Empire. With which newes Germa- 
nicus congratulated his newmaried wife in this fozt, 5 

It is not vnknawen vnto mee {deere wife) that foꝛ my ſake vou 
haue ſomwhat ſuſtained che ill will and diſpleaſure of pour friendes 
and yarentes,it is not vnknowen likewiſe tu you, that fo? paur ſake A 
dec nenne in ſeeking our pꝛeferment, and getting 
the Emperours good will, who only map pꝛefer vs: now as the one 
ba made pour life leſle — then A delire, oz vou delerue, lo the 


other 
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dther (hal aduaumte our ſtate ſohigh,as your leif can with,02 I be a⸗ 
ble to weild: d that the conmiodities of the one ſhall counteruaile the 

inconueniences ofthe other. Foz you ſhal vnderſtand, that the Empe⸗ 
rour doth not only fo2 the pꝛeſent time pꝛouide fo me, as if J were 
his owne child, but alſo foz the time to tome hath pꝛoclaimed mee ſole 
heire to his Diademe and realme. Mhich eſtate as I neuer ſought 
ſo mutch as in thought foꝛ my ſelle, knowing mee to bee altogether 
bnwozthy of it, lo J chinke my ſelfe moſt happy to haue aſptred ther⸗ 
to, only fo2 your ſake, whom J know woozthp of al the honour in the 
would, Fo2 as it would haue been a hell and hoꝛrour to my hart, to 
haue ſeene you live in meaner calling then vou are wooꝛthp ok: fo 
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iſſue male td ſucceede the crownexlikewiſe of Romulus and Remus, 
who beeing bꝛerhꝛen boꝛne at one birth, pet bicauſe Remus ſhould 
iniop no part of the kingdome, Romulus found meanes to make 
him away. The like is repoꝛted ot Eteocles ſ᷑ Polinices, of Ingurth 
towards Hyempſal and Adherbal : all which were bzethzen,and by 
natureslawes moſt nerely linked together. But ok others that by 
blood haue not boen ſo neere, which in cales of kingdomes hane 
dealt far wozſe; che examples are in ſkrangeneſſe wonderful, in mun⸗ 
ber infinite ; and in ſuccelle ſo ſoꝛowfull, that it maketh mee colde at 
hart ta conſider ok it. J lpeake not this, my Germanicus, tofoze- 
ſpeake you, you may inioy the Empire quietly, and fo I truſt your 
ſhall, but Jknownot what the matter is, mee thinkes my minde 
giues mee ſome milchtefe will inſt thereok. Alas (good huſband) 
was it fox my ſake you ſought the Empires Doo pou thinke J cans 
nat be content with the eſtate which koꝛ tune ſhal alligne to vou: Mes 
if it were to beg my bꝛead from dooze to dooze, as Adaleſia did with 
her Alerane, J could bee contented therwith , fo you were not toz⸗ 
mented .therwith . It is pou( (weete huſbande ) that aretheritches 
which I ſeeke to poſleſle, you are the only honozs which. I looke foz, 
vou are the only kingdome which J care koꝛ:loꝛ ſo lang as J may in- 
top pou, came pouertp, came meane eſtate, come ſickneſle , yea tome 
death it ſelfe, ſo J may die between pour armes. Therkoꝛe ( gdod Ma⸗ 
ſter Germanicus) it you followe my connſayle, religne your title to 
the Emperour againe, to beſtow on ſome that hath moze neede of it, 
then(thanksbe gluen to-God)we-haue:foz,fo2 my part Ithinke mp 
lelle indued with the greateſt riches in the woꝛld, to wit, pour perſon, 
and mine owne contented minde . And beelides the euils beefoze re⸗ 
hearſed incident to a kingdome, this incomenience is commonly in- 
kurred chereby, that it altereth the nature okthe perſon, which taketh 
chat name vpon him, koꝛ honours chaunge manners, and no doubt the 
diuerſitp o delights which a pꝛince polleſleth, bo bit pꝛitkes topleas 
ſure,inticementes to folly, and allurementes to luſt. Mas not Saul 
G pꝛap vou ) in che beginning ok hig ratgne a good pzince, but after 
declined toimpietie : Salomon beegan his raigne godly, but after⸗ 
mardt gaue him ſelle in pꝛay to women. Caligula, Nero, and Han- 
nihal beegan to raigne like god pꝛintes, bit alter the whole wozlb 
mas troubled with their tiranny ; J could alleage infinite oth 15 
examplegeo! kke purpole,vutthele hall. ſuffice,neitherdo J alle 
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thele, lo that J feare the change of your good nature, but to feare 
pou from the change of your eſtate: and yet the better J knowe your 
nature to bee, che moze cauſe haue J to feare the alteration thereof; 
Fo) freſheſt coulours, ſooneſt fade, and ripect truite are rifelt rotten, 
But to leaue the lour ing lottes which lyght on high estate, which 
are moze then J am able to rehearſe, let this requeſt cake place with 
vdu, that ſeeing fo2 my fake only pou caueted the empire, at my ſuite 
only pou will fo2goe it agayne. | 
Ah(lweete wpke ſayth hee) imbꝛacing her in his armes, what is 
it vnder the Sunne, which pou map not commaund mee to doo wich⸗ 
out deſpzing * But J beeleech you ſiiffer not the tender care you 
haue of mee, to depꝛiue you ofthe honour due to vou: Foz to caſt 
the woꝛſt of it, though open enemies, oz trecherous traitours, o2 rude 
rebels, hal ſet mee beſydes my regal ſeate, and depꝛiue mee of lyle, 
pet ſhall you remayne a ʒinceſle, and bee matched agayne with 
{ome other moze woꝛthy pour eſtate, and ſo long J care not what be⸗ 
tide of my ſelle. 
Alas (ür ſayth ſhee) J beſeech you ble no moꝛe ok thoſe woozdes, 
bnlellſe yau count my great griefe, your great good. Can Jlpue, 
when you are dead: Shall I bee married agapne, and you made a⸗ 
way ? In deede (ſaych hee) J neede not vle futch extreme doubtes 
in a matter nothing daungeroug , koz the numbers are inſinite 
of thoſe who haue wielded far moze wayghtie Empires then thts, 
without hazarding them ſelues any way: as the Emperour Oc- 
tawan hath conſumed the whole courſe ofhislyfe without peril, and 
Alexander being but fiue and thirtie peeres of age,tooke vpon him 
the Monarchie of the whole woꝛld. Belides,if ſhould nowrefule 
the Empire offred me, it were a ſigne ora baſe and ignoble minde, 
and the Emperour would thinke J made no account okhis goodwil. 
el (ſaych ſhe) doo as God ſhall put in pour head, and ol me make 
this account, that though you be the meaneſt man in the citie, yet wil 
J honotir voti as it pou were the Emperour: and though you make 
me a ꝛinceſſe, yet will J be as obedient to pou, as if I were your 
hyꝛed handmayde. Ah good wife (ſapth hee) leaue thoſe tearmes of 
humilitie, to thoſe chat like chem, oꝛ looke fo2 them: kom, fox my part 
Ihaue pou in lutch reuerent eſtimation that Jthinke the belt ſtate 
which euer I halbe able to bꝛing you to, wyl bee too baſe foz your 
lugozthpneſſe-and if it ſhall pleaſe you to reſt — with the ity 
| oþ 


50 Fermanicus and Agrippina. 

uitce J tan doo pon, to remapne content with the calling J can gin 
vou, to returne louingly the good will which J will beare you. it is 

all that cuer I will locke foz at your handes,and the only felicitie F 

kyce of inthis lyfe. 

God fozbid (maiſter Germanicus ſayth thee) that J ould ey⸗ 
ther looke fop ſeruice of pouzo2 miſipke the lot which pou ſhall alowe 
mee,o2 not reſkoze with intereſt the good will which you ſhall beare 
mee. Pes perſwade pour ſelfe this,though you ſurmount mee in all 
other things, vet will J not fayle, if it bee poſſible, to exceed pon in 
good will, Shoztlp vpon this, the whirling wheele of Foztune tur⸗ 
ned their talke to teares, cheir wooꝛdes to wayling, their gladneſle 
to ladneſſe, their happineſle to heauineſſe, yea their lyke to death, 
Foꝛ a certapne thirſt ofthe kingdome, began to aſſault one Tiberi- 
us a Gentleman in che Emperours court, who beeing of the blood 
ropall, perſwaded himſelfe if Germanicus were made awape, the 
Emperour beeing dead, hee ſhould ſucceede in the Empire. Thich, 
greedie deſire ol the kingdome ſo blynded his vnderſtanding, that 
hee paſſed not to peruert boch humane and diuine lawes fot the ac- 
compliſhing thereok, no rules of reaſon, no bonde of friendſhippe, no 
care of kynred, no feare oflawes, no pꝛickes of conſcience, no res 
ſpect ok hone tie, no regarde of gods oz men could pꝛohibite hym 
krom his peſtiferous purpoſe, Foz if friendſhip had been of fozce 
with him, why they were familyer friendes : If kinred , why they 
were neere kinlmen: Jflawes , hee knewe hys deede contrarie to 
all lawes : if conſcience, hee knewe it terrible: Ir honeſtie, he knewe 
it molt wicked: ik Goddes oꝛ men, hee knewe it abhominable in the 
fight ol boch the one and the other. But too. true it is, deſpze of 
a kingdom careth neyther foꝛ kich no2 kin, friend no; foe , God noꝛ 
the diuell, as by this trayterous Tirant map bee playnly pꝛooued, 
who by poyſon pꝛocured the death of this woozthye Gentleman 
Germanicus, ta the intent to inioy the kingdome of Rome. Mom 
Agrippina ſeeing her ſweete huſbande ſo ſodaynly dead, was. ſur: 
pꝛiled with ſutch ſodayne ſozrowe, that foz a long tyme ſhee could 
nepther ſpeake woozde, neyther let fall teare: but at length ſhee 
calt her ſelfevpponthe cozpes of her Germanicus, kiſſing his cold 
theekes, and imbzacing his bꝛeathleſſe body, ſighing and ſobbyng 
foeꝛth thele woozdes, Alas metehed might that Jam, whoſe mie · 
rp is lpke tomine, whole griefe lo great, whole lite lo lorhlome: 120 
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flowing teares,no griping groanes, no caretull cries, no thzobbiag 
ſighes, can ſufficiently ſec foozth my ſoꝛrowes. Mp lyfe, my loue, 
my hope, my hulband, my io, my Germanicus is miſerably mux« 
dered and made away. Ah vayne deſire of wozdly dignitie, ah dy⸗ 
uelyſh deede of bloody crueltie. But in vapne it is to complayne, 
when mp care is without cure, and none can redꝛeſle my wꝛong. Fox 
Goddes J know there are none, otherwiſe J knowe the good ſhould 
not be ſo made away by the ill: and men chere are none that can me- 
dicine my maladie, and rayſe my Germarnucus to life agapre: ſo 
that nothing reſteth fo mee, but by death to bee rid of the moſt bit⸗ 
ter panges ok deach. J could pꝛolong mp life, and ſeeke by ſome 
meanes to haſten the death of that Tirant Tiberius : but alas his 
death cannot bꝛing Germanicus to life:no, let him line ſtil on earth, 
where J doubt nat but hee ſhal ten thouſand times in his time, keele 
the foxce of death. Foz he wilbe ſo toꝛmented with his owne exam- 
ple, that (as the Poets repoꝛt of Suſpition)to be plunged in all the 
pics ofhell wil not be ſo papnfull. Mell che Gods (if there be any) 
giue him as he hath delerued, and giue me leaue to go to the ghoſt of 
my Germanicus. Heereupon ſhe reſolued wich her ſelke, chat as 
her hulband ended his lyke by receiuing into his body that which he 
Gould not, ſo ſhe would end her dayes by not receiuing chat which 
ſhe ſhould, and lo defrauding her ſelfe offoode, diſtilling her ſelfe as 
it were into teares, pitifully pined awaye , And whenthe Empe⸗ 
rour Octawan cauſed meate to bee thʒuſt in her chꝛoate, ſhe call it 
bp againe, ſaying, ſoxrowe was the onely ſuſtenance, and moane 
the meate which ſhe either could oz would take, and lo in ſhoꝛt time 
died. 5 | 

J ſhall not neede here(Gentlewomen) to exhozt pon to take the 
death of your huſbandes,when pou ſhalbe married, and when it ſhall 
happen, moze pactently,foz that I knowe pour wiſedomes to bee 
ſutch, chat you will not ſo wilfully woozke pour owne contuſions, 
neyther doo J thinke you are to knowe that wee mult line by the 
liuing, not by the dead, and that there hath been neuer anye one 
huſband ſo good, but there may be others founde as good: Yea 
and though they bee not perfectly ſo good, yet in reſpect of change, 
whiche molke women delyghte in, they are commonlye counted 
better: as your ſelues, i pon were once married, perchaunce would 
ſay,o2 at lealt thinke, So 
h. i. But 
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But J thinke this needefull to putyou in minde,thatby the example 
of Agrippina pou counſayle your hnſbandes to content themſelues 
wich their calling, not to ſoare too high , e ſtie aboue their ſtate, and 
with fooliſh Phaeton, and pouthfull Icarus, come to confuſion. It is 
your partes alſo to way your hulbandes wealth, and not to decke 
yours heads # neckes with golde, when hee hath none in his purſe, 
not to ſwim in lilkes, when hee is dꝛowned in debt, not to abound in 
bzavcry, when he is pinched with pouertie. Foz pou knowe, it is 
pour parte to take ſutch parte as hee dooth, whether it bee pouertie 
02 ritches, woe o2 wealch, pleaſure oz payne. But ſurely in my kan 
cy, that man is to bee begged fot a foole who will pꝛefer his wpues 
pleaſure befoze his own & her p2ofit, her wil, bekoze his oum wealth, 
her banitie bekoꝛe his owne abilitie. And as it is great inciuilitie 
and churliſhneſle in a man to deny his wyfe any thing which is rea⸗ 
ſonable: ſo is it great imbecilitie and childichnes, to graunt her anp 
thing, which is vnreaſonable: and hereofcommeth the btter vndoo⸗ 
ing ofa great number of poung Gentlemen, And as it is wile and 
louing carefuineſſe to pꝛouide well fo2 ones wife: ſo is it fond and 
doating curyouſneſſe, to ſeeke and pꝛouide better fo2 her then hee 
would doo fo2 hymſelfe , whereol came the conkulion of this noble 
Gentleman Germanicus. 


Amphiaraus and Eriphile. 


& Amphiaraas a gentleman Argiue, ſueth for mariage to Eriphi- 
ſe awidow,eytherlyking others poſſeſsions better then per- 
ſons. Infortunio, burning in fonde affection rowarde the 
ſame trull, ſeeing Amphiaraus land preferred beefore his loy- 

altie, is at poynct to deſtroy himſelfe. Amphiaraus hiding 

himſelfe to eſcape from the warres, is betrayed by Eriphile 
for couetice of rewarde: and ſetting foote within the 
Theban ſoyle, the earth openeth and ſwaloweth him vp. E- 
riphile eftſoones a Wydowe, profereth her loue to her olde 
ſuiter Infortunio, by whom beeing repulſed, in choler ſh con- 
ſumeth away and dyetn. | 


Oe auncient Philoſophers are of this mynde „that there 
is nathin ze dadthe mie argue aa? thewe a bale. Tous 
| r dr er oy then 
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then couetous delire of coyne and ritches, and nothyng moze ſigne 
of a noble hart, then not to deſire wealth, if one want it, and liberally 
to beſtow it, ikhee haue it. But J am ofthisminde, that nothing 
doth moze argue a mad minde, then to deſire goods, which neuer 
did good, but which haue been alwapes the cauſe ok all our calami⸗ 
ties. hat a woꝛld of men hath deſire ok wealth waſted in wars 
What huge heapes hath it dzowned in the Sea: That inſtnit mun⸗ 
bers hath it cauſed Philitions to kill $ How many hath it mooued 
Lawiers to vndoe $ How many hath it dꝛiuen Dinines to ſende to 
the Diuell: Ok how many Purders, thefts , ſlaughters, parri⸗ 
cides, patricides, treaſons, rebellions, periuries, foꝛgeries, adul⸗ 
tries, foznications „hach it been the caule : As Iupiter him ſelle 
abuſed golde and pelfe, to abuſe Danae that virgin. But you will 
ſay, though the deſire ol goods bee deteſtable, yet the poſſeſſionts 
pꝛofttable. TWhereto J pzap vou: to maintaine bs in bzauerpe, in 
gluttonp, in venery, in ſecuritie, in impunitie, in pꝛide, in pꝛodigali⸗ 
tie, yea to bzing vs to perdition and deſtruction, as king Midas 
wiſhed that euery thing which hee touched might bee gold , wherby 
hee was ſtarued to death, 

Valerius an auncient Romane, waighed wealth ſo litle, that 
though hee had been Pyzince and Conſul of Rome thzee oꝛ foure 
times, yet at his death hee had not ſo mutch goods as might ſuflice 
to bꝛing him honozablp to his graue, but was faine to bee buried at 
the common charge ok the citie. But though the immoderate de⸗ 
ſire of ritches bee to bee repꝛehended, yet muſt I! needes lay, that 
moderately to account of them, is not to bee miſyked, fo2 they ere 
giuen vs by God to palle the pilgrimage ok our like wichall, and we 
may ble them, and pet not abuſe them, wee may make ol them, aid 
vet not make our Goddes o them. And as by duely deſiring and 
truly bling them, they conuert to dur commoditie: ſa by greedy co⸗ 
ueting, and naughtie conſumpng them, they turne to our trou⸗ 
ble, care, and confuſton : as partly beefoze hath been ſhewed, 
and playnly hereafter by the hyſtozie following is pꝛooued, which 
In Greece, amongſt the people called Argiues, dwelt one Am- 
phiaraus, who beeyng a man of great poſſeſſions and wealth , heard 
of a MAiddow in the ſame countrey, ok like liuyng vnto himlelfe, her 
name wag Eriphile, and her nature was ſutch , chat ſhee chcught 
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gaine ſweet how ſoeuer ſhee got it. It foztuned this Gentleman to 
come to her houle, to ſee and allay hir in the way ol mariage, and not⸗ 
withſtanding he had moze liking to the liuing, then will co the wo⸗ 
man, yet he laboured his ſuite as earnellly, as if he had loued vehe⸗ 
mently: and at conuenient time counnenſed his ſuite in this ſoꝛt. 
Gentlewoman, I thinke it not needekul to enter into tea mes in 
commendation ok mariage, therby to perſwade pou the ſooner therto, 
fot that peu know the dignitie therot, and haue alredp taſted the plea⸗ 
ſures and commodities belonging to the lame: but this chiefly lieth 
mee vpon, earneſtly to perſwade , and humbly to requeſte at pour 
handes, that when it ſhalbee pour good plealure to enter into that life 
againe , you will count mee wooꝛthy (though altogether vnwozthy) 
to ſerue you in ſteede of a ſteward, to oꝛder and dilpoſe your things 
as your ſecmely ſelfe ſhall pleale to apoynt, and to eaſe vou ot the 
trouble ok trauailing in peur owne affayzes: which Jam fare, foz 
that vou haue not been acuſtomed thereto, muſt needes mutch moleſt 
vou. Foz it is not meete pour young peeres ſhould bee tied to any 
trouble oz trauaile, but to paſſe pour time in pleaſure , accozding ta 
pour bzinging vp and calling, and accoꝛding to the cuſto me o your 


kinde,and ſexe, And that pou may not thinke my ſuite to pzoceede of 
any deſire to pour goods,yourſeife I thinke partly know, and by lt: 
tle inquiry may perfectly vnderſtand, that my landes and liuings 
are ſufficient to maintaine the poꝛt and countenance ofa gentlemã ot 
woꝛzſhip: all which J willlingly peeld into pour handes, co bee diſpo⸗ 
ſed at your pleaſure , if it ſhall pleaſe you topeeld pour body into my 
armes, to bee imbyaced at my pleaſure: ſothat in accepting my ol. 
fer, you ſhal not only increaſe your ſubſtance, but alſo haue a Gen⸗ 
tleman at pour commaundement, who ſhall make moꝛe account ot 
you, then ol all the goods in the wozld . His talke ended, Eriphile 
ſmyling, made him this ſmooth anſwere, | 

Sir, by how mutch mote J know the inconuentences and inft« 
nite troubles mixed with mariage, by ſo mutch leſſe do J like to en⸗ 
ter into that eſtate againe. And as J wag once linked with one accoz⸗ 
ding to my liking, fo looke J not to bee placed again with any, in 
whom Ican take ſutch pleaſure: and as by holy oth J firmly bound 
my faith vnto him, ſo in this minde J am in, only my death ſhall dil⸗ 
ſolue that bond, and che lower remembꝛante ok my ſweete huſbandes 
ven hee kee e age 
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thermontifie in mee the minde to mary any moꝛe. Foz his lone wag 
lo exceeding great towards mee, chat I feare to finde the like at your 
handes, oꝛ any mans els . Fo2 where pon pꝛokeſſe to be my ſteward 


and ſeruant, J am ſire if pou were once ſure of that pou ſeeke foꝛ, ycu 
would thinke pour ſelfe good penough to be my Lozd and maiſter, 


and pou would diſpoſe my goods neither at my pleaſure, neither to 


my p2ofite, but chat which is mine ſhould bee yours, and pours pour 
owne . And where vou pꝛetend to pꝛeker me befoze al wopldly goods, 
I take it rather foꝛ woꝛdes of courle, then talke of troth: foꝛ as in the 
fay2eſt Roſe is ſooneſt found a Canker, fo in fayzeſt ſpeech is falſ⸗ 
hood and faigning rifeſt , Foz I know the faſhion of you men is, by 
pour ſubtelty to deceive our ſimplicity, and by a few filed wooꝛdes to 
bing vs into a fooles paradiſe. Yea pou haue ſet it down as a ſetled 
ſentence amongſt pou , that he which knoweth not how to diſſemble, 
knowech not how to line, Therfoze J yeeld no other faith to peur 
woꝛds, then their faigned falſhood deſerues, no2 no other conſent to 
pour requeſt, chen the ſmal acquaintance you haue with me, may iult⸗ 
ly crane, But ikhereatter in deedes „ J ſhall ſee as plaine pꝛoofe of 
perfect goodwil, as pour woꝛdes impoyt likelyhood ok earneſt loue, 
perchaunce J ſhal bee as ʒelous to caſt liking towardes you, as now 
Jam ielous to caſt doubtes of pou. By this time dinner was ſerued 
in, wherupon their talke ceaſled, e pꝛeſently after dinner the Gentle. 
man had occaſion to depart, Now Eriphile beeing alone in her own 
houle, began ta diſcourſe vpon this matter by her ſelfe , and notwich⸗ 


ſtanding hee had no great minde to the man, pet thee felt in her ſelfe 


a great luſt to his landes, and thought her lelfe moze then happy, ik 
ſhee might haue them ſalely aſſured and made ouer vnto her: and in 
this thought, vttred woꝛ des to this ſenſe. 

MMhy, what though J can not binde in my hart to lone and like 
him aboue all other: Is it requilite that every mariage bee groun⸗ 
ded on loue : As though wee ſee not dayly ſoine to marry in reſpect 
okritches, ſome in reſpect of honours, ſome by conſtraint offriends, 
and ſome vpon ſundꝛie other conſiderations:and fo2 my part, J count 
itfufficient to haue married once of meere loue, and hauing loſt 
him whom J did loue intirely „I thinke it not lawlull, oz atleaſt 
not poſſible, euer to loue any againe hartely : foz true lone euer de⸗ 
capeth, when the party truely beeloued dyeth. And as my hart is 


hardened ta take his death pacientlye ; ſo wil it not bee moſiphpen | 
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to ſuffertheloue of any other to ſinke therein deepely: like as the 
potters clay beeing once hardened inthe Duen, will not bee made 
ſoft againe to receiue the impreſſion of any other koꝛme. But to 
ſpeake my kancy freely, I ſee not how wee women are bound to loue 
our huſbandes lo mutch: wee are onely commaunded to honour and 
obey them , which J count ſufficient, and moze then foz my part J 
meane to perfozme ; Belides that, lone conſiſteth in the hart. Mom 
it is cur bodies only that are bound to our hulbandes, as by ioyning 
of handes beefote the congregation is plainly ſhewed. But if J de⸗ 
termine not to laue him, hom ran J locke fo any lene at his handes: 
Tuſh that is the leaſt matter amongſt a hundꝛed, ſo long as J map 
abound in b)aueriegrufiie in ritches, and participate with his goods, 
I care not to cõmunicate inlote wich him: J am too old now to line 
by louie. And yet wherekoze is womens wit counted full of wyles, ik 
J bee net able ſo to diſſemble the matter, that hee may thinke J 
loue him deepely , though J hate him deadly: But if it ſhould come 
to the wooꝛſt, that hee ſhould perceine my diſſembling towardes 
him, and reward my colde kindenelſe, wich heate ofhate, why, J 
know the woꝛſt of it. My beautie is not fo blaſted, but enow will 
make account of me to my contentation. 
So that all things conlidered, J lee not how J can doe better then 
to accept this gentlemans offer , whole large landes and reuenues 
are able to ſupplie all other wants whatſoeuer. Foz what diſeaſe is 
ſo deſperate, which money may not medicine: what wound ſo dead⸗ 
ly, which coyne cannot cure: what like ſo lothlome, which goods can 
not make gladſome: Shoꝛtly after this, there made repayze vnta her 
houle, a youth moe wilfull then wile, named Infortunio, who ha⸗ 
uing ſeene her once oꝛ twice beefoze,was ſo bleared with her beauty, 
that it dazeled his light, and tooke away his fozelight in al things: 
and comming to her pꝛeſence, hee preferred ſutch lamentable ſite, 
and ghoſtly reſemblances vnto her, that a rigoꝛons repulle ſeemed 
ſufficient to pꝛocure him a pꝛeſent death. The Gentle woman ſees 
ing the kurious aſſaultes ofthis freche water ſouldiour, knew how 
to traine him to che fielde ofher kalſhood, and to make him march 
vnder the enſigne of a marcilelle Miſtres and cruell captaine: and 
ſometimes fed him with woꝛdes ofcomfozt, to put him in hope, and 
by and by fearedhim with doubtes of deniall, to dꝛiue him into diſ⸗ 
paire, And as the Nozthealt winde firſt gathereth vp the cloudes, 
2 any 


| Amphiarans and Eriphile,. : 77 2 


and then by puffes putteth them abzove againe : ſo. heo firit, by 
louely lookes allured to bying him in, and then with krowning face 
_ lowzedtodzinehim away, the onely ende beezng to ſpoꝛt her ſelfe 
in his paine, yea and ik the could, of his good will to make ſlome 
gaine. The pooze gentleman perceiuing thele haggard trickes, 
and that aſſoone ſhee would be well comming to the lure 5 and by 
and by checke at it, and ſoare away, was ſo amazed therat, chat hee 
knew nat what to reſolue vpon. And as a tree hewen round wich 
axes, redy to fall wich a blowe oz twaine, tottereth every way, 
beeing vncertaine which way to fall: ſo, his minde diſlracted with 
doubtfull deuiſes, wauered vnconſtantly, nowe bending this way, 
now bowing that way, willing to retire his deſire, but not able ta 
ſet his fancy free, And notwithſtanding her peruerſe dealing, pi⸗ 
tifullp perplexed, and terribly tozmented him, vet hee perlwaded 
himſelfe, that as from moſt ſharpe thoznes,to wit, the Role tree, 
ſpꝛing moſt ſweete flowers:ſo from bitter annoy, would come plea⸗ 
ſaunt ioy, and ofhis heauy ſuite, happy ſuccelle. Tuch (ſaych hee) 
the Parchant often ſliceth the ſeas, though not ſuxe to returne with 
gaine : the ſouldiour often ventretch his body in field, though not 
ſure of booty: the huſband man till cilleth the ground, though not 
certaine to ſaue his ſeede: but pet hope ol good hap carieth all theſe 
to their enterpꝛiles, and why ſhould not the ſame hope wozke the 
ſame effect. with mee: Pes, nothing venter, nothing haue, I will 
purſue mp purpoſe whatloeuer come of it. 

Now the gentlewoman (as J ſapd ) ceaſſed not to bayte him 
continually with courtly banquets, as diſſembled fauour, vncer⸗ 
taine hope, curteous congies, amiable lookes, and ſutch like: but 
he on the contrarp,as one that ment truly, cealled not to feede her 
with faire wazds, with faithfull pzomiles, with earneſt othes, with 
many a ritch ie wel, and caſkly gilt, which thee willyngly receyued 
without condition, and wilply kept without reſtitution, In this 
meane while came the other wooer againe, to renue his ſuite a 
frethe , and leeing this young Gentleman, as hee thought, in 
great fauour, began greately to feare his owne part, and thought 
the gralle had ben cut from under his keete: and aza cunnyng Pi- 
lot, ſeeing the ſeas rough, t the winde contrary to his courſe, caſteth 
an anker, leaſt his ſhip be dꝛiuen againſt che rockes, oz into ſome 
coaſt contrarx to his mind: ſo this Gentleman, fearing leaſt wilful - 
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waues in the gentlewoman, ſhould ſet her faſt in che ſands of ſlipper 
ſubteltie, and dalh his lute againſt the rockes ofrepulſe, hald inthe 
maine ſhete ok her minde, and by the anckers of aduiſe ſo ſtayed her 
courſe, that no wynde which my wilfull youth could blow, cculy 
cauſe her any thing to bow oz wauer: and by alluring her to a 
large ioynter, hee was choſen to rule her ſterne, where the other 
was kept ſtill vnder the hatches, Tho all this while that they were 
concluding the contract, was in his chamber bulily deuiling ver⸗ 
{cs in the pꝛaiſe ofhis Miſtres: but hearing ofthe ſozy fucceſle of 
bis ſuite, by a handmaide of the Gentleweman , he was ſo confoun⸗ 
ded in him ſelfe, that his inuencion was cleane marred, and his 
deuiſe vtterly daſht: yea hee was ſo far from waiting, that hee had 
nota wooꝛd to ſap; o2 a thought to thinke. And ſurely in my indg⸗ 
ment hee reaped the right reward ofhis doating delire, fo there on⸗ 
ly grafts of greife muſt needes grow, where ſutch raw conceite 
doth let, and ſutch raſhe conſent doth ſowe. Foz neyther was his 
loue grounded vppon vertue, v herwith ſhee was not indued, neither 
vpon beauty, wherwith ſhee was not adoꝛned. Foz neither can cru⸗ 
elty be cloaked vnder vertue, neither the treaſon of vntruth couered 
vnder beauty (fo2 the dilpolition of che minde followeth the conſti⸗ 
tution ofthe body) ſo that it was his owne ſelfe will and fond fans 
cy, that dꝛewe him into lutch depth of affection, and therefoze with 
greife was faigne to gather the fruites ok his folly, And being come 
to him ſelfe, hee began to rage in this ſo tt. 


1. * * 2 1 


And is my true loue thus triflyngly accounted ok: Shall hee 
with his traſh moze pꝛeuayle then J with my truth: And will 
ſhee mote reſpect gayne then good will: O iniquitie of times, O 
coꝛruption of manners, O wanering of wemen. Bee thele the 
fruites of thy faire lokes%is this the hap of the hope thou putteſt me 
in: Is this the delight of the daliance thou vſedſt with me: Herein: 
truely thou mayſt bee fifly reſembled to the Cat, which playeth 
with the Moule, whom ſtraight ſhe meaneth to ſlap, oꝛ the Panther, 
who with his gay colours and ſweet ſmell, allureth other beaſtes 
vnto him, and beeyng within his reache, he rauenouſip deucureth 
them, But if J ſhoulde let chee foozth in thy coloures, Ithinke 
the ſauage beaſtes would bee loch to bee likened vnto thee: fo2 eru⸗ 
eltie, thou mapeſt compare with Anaxarete, who ſuffered Iphis to 
hang hin(elfe ko; her lake; ko inconſtancie, with gr 4 
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koꝛſaoke her truſtie Troylus: io pꝛide, with Angelica, viho con- 
temned all men: fo2 treaſon, wich Helen, who ran away wich Pa- 
ris from her hulbande Menelaus. But what raſhnelle is this in 
mee to rage and raple agaynſt her, whereas it is loue, God, and 
che deſtines that haue decreed my deſtruction. Foz Marriages are 
guided by deſtinp, and God hath indued women with chis pꝛoperty, 
to bee wedded to their wils: Neither doch loue learne of foꝛce the 
knots to knit, ſhee ſerues but thoſe which feele ſweet fancies fic: fo2 
as ſtreames can not be made to run againlt their courſe, ſo vnwil⸗ 
ling loue with teares no? truth cannot be won. So that this only 
choice is left fo2 mee, eicher to die deſperately, o to line lothſomely, 
And as the bird incloſed in cage, the cage dooze being ſet open, t 
the hauke her enemp litting without watching fox her, betwen death 
and pꝛilon piteonfly oppꝛeſled, ſcandeth in doubt whether it be bet⸗ 
ter ſtill to remaine in pyiſon, oz to goe fo2th to bee a pꝛay foꝛ che 
bauke:lo ſtande J in doubt, whether it be better by looling lite to get 
liberty, oz by lyuing, to become thꝛall and bond, and line in con- 
tinualll toꝛment and vexation of minde. Foz loue hath taken (6 
deepe roote in mee, that neicher reaſon tan rule, neither wildame 
wield my witched will. But as the byting of a mad dogge rageth 
and rankleth vntil it haue bꝛought the body bitten to bane : ſo the 
poyſan of loue is ſo ſpꝛeade into euery part ot mee, that it will vne 
doubtedly bꝛing me to death and deſtructian. O cruel captatne Cu- 
pid, is this the pay thou giueſt thy ſouldiours: O vaine Venus, is 
this the victoꝛy thou vouchſafeſt thy champions : Mouldeſt thou 
haue been content thy darling Adon ſhould rigoꝛouſſy haue reiected 
chee, when thou wert furiouſly inflamed wich his loue: But the pa: 
rich pꝛieſt kgetteth that euer he waz clarke, and thoſe that bee in 
happineſſe chemſelues, weigh not the heauineſſe of other, Yea per⸗ 
chaunce tho fauour the kalſhood ofthis waman the racher, for that 
thou thy ſelk playedſt the falſe harlot wich thy huſband Vulcan the 
ſmith, and made him a foꝛked toole maze then befoze he had in his 
hop : but remember pet how hee tooke thee and the adultrer Mars 
tardie in your trechery and lechery together ſtark naked in an iron 
nette, and then called al the Gods to take view of pour vicions con⸗ 
uerlation, to thy vtter ſhame and confuſion, And ſo it map kal ont 
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that this pour pupfllimay lo long delight indeceit., that hee may 
bee taken in che net which ſher layeth to intangle other, | But what 
meane I to blaſpheme againſt che Gods , who doo but puniſh 
me in{tly,fo2 louing ſo lightly, and onely mine owne careleſſe fault 
is the cauſe ofthis cureleſle fate. CUherefoze O Death, to chee I 
make erneſt requeſt, chat thou wilt ſpeedily ſende Atropos vnto me, 
to cut in ſunder the twiſt ot my troubleſome life: and ſeeing my leue 
doth loth me, good death do chou deſire me. Iknow thou ſenteſt cut 
pꝛoceſſe feʒ me tuen in my ſwathe cloutes, and now J beleech thee 
ſerue it on me, when J am moſte willing, and redie to appeare 
befoze thy pꝛeſence. | Whyle this fozelome Gentleman conti⸗ 
nued in theſe cartfull contemplations, the mariage. was conſum- 
mated betweene the widdowe and Amphiaraus, who liued quietly 
together about a peere 02 two, ſhee ſhewing a pꝛeſentiall obedicnce 
towardes him, and hee bearing an oꝛdinary affection tow ar des her: 
but in ſhoꝛt time, it pleaſed God to giue occaſion to try the trecherp 
of the one, and to woꝛke the diſtruction ol the other, Fo? it fel ſo out, 
that Adraſtus king of the Argiues, was vpon vꝛgent tauſes meo- 
ued to infer warre vpon the Thebanes ; and in muſtring his men, 
hee thought Amphiaraus a meete man to make one ot his cap⸗ 
taines,and willed him to pꝛepare him ſelfe fo2 that voyage: who 
beeing well ſeene in Aſtronomy and other ſecret ſciences, knew if 
he went to the warres, hee ſhould not returne aliue, fo which cauſe 
he couertly hidhin:ſelfe in his owne houſe , making only his wife 
pꝛiuytherto. New the king taking muſter ol his men, miſſed Am- 
phiaraus, and knowing the cauſe ofhis abſence, was in great rage, 
ſaying, he thought he had had no ſutch cowardes in his kingdome, 
and pꝛomiſed great rewardes to them that could bꝛing tidings of 
bym, Eriphile hauing intelligence of this ritch reward pꝛomiled, 
was marueilouſſp ſet on fire in the deſire therof: and notwichſtãding 
thee was plentifully indued with ritches , yet was ſhee in deſire ag 
greedy as1f the had been in eſtate moſt needy : ard as d)oplie paci⸗ 
ents dzinke, and ſtil be dzy , neither is any licour able to alay their 
thirſt, yea the nioze they dꝛinke, the moze they deſire it: ſo ſhe tonti⸗ 
nually heaped in wealth, and pet was neuer ſatiſfyed, yea the mee 
ſhe had, che moꝛe ſhe deſired to haue. And being po ſleſled with this 
lothſome luſt of lucre, ſhe entred into reaſoning with her ſelfe in this 
Hezt , Who, vnleſle they be out ok their wits, wil refule offred gold: 
| mh 
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no, che lauour of gaine is ſweete, of what thing ſo euer it be gotten. 
Thy, Tarpeia a Romane mayde did betray the Tower of Rome 
fo2 a few Bꝛzacelets, to the Sabines that laped ſiege to the titie: and 
ſhall not J fo2 great Ouches of Gold bewꝛay my hulbande to the 
Ring, who meanech by his meanes to pꝛeſerue our citie? foy if it 
come to the woꝛſt, that he neuer come home againe, why J know the 
woꝛſt of it, two oz thꝛee dayes weeping will waſhe away all wo and 
fzrow, and then ſhall J be Lady of his landes and lyuings, and be 
maryed againe to ſome that perchaunce ſhall better content me eue⸗ 
ry way then he doth : And who is ſo fooliſhe that will not be content 
to chaunge koꝛ the better: And in this good minde gat to the King, 
and told him, that pꝛeferring the ſafetie ol his perſon, and the pꝛolit 
of che common wealth beloꝛe her owne pꝛiuate pleaſure, ſhe wag 
tonſtrained to detect her loyall mate vnto his ropall maieſtie ( which 
her deede ſhe humbly delired him to conceale) and notwithſtanding 
the abſence ok her louing hulband wo d greatly annoy her, yet the 
commoditie of her country, which ſhe hoped th2ough her bulbandes 
helpe: ſhould be pꝛocured, would as greatly top her. And that ſhee 
might ſafely ſee her ſweet huſband again, with a few faigned teares 
foxctblp wꝛong foꝛth, ſhe humbly requeſted the King that he might 
be placed in ſutch part of che battaile, that he might not be ſabiect to 
the ſhot, and lie open to the armie of the aduerlarie. The King plain⸗ 
ly certifped by her of the den wherin the fore mas hidden, geuing her 
the pꝛomiſed reward, went foxthwith to vnkennel hun: who hearing 
ok the Kings comming, æ by what meanes he was diſcoucred, fell 
to againſt his wife , and other women lez her lake in this 


Ah fond foole that J was, to repoſe any trult oꝛ confidence in we⸗ 
men, whole ſexe is ſubtil, whoſe kind is cruell, who are conſtant only 
in vnconſtancie, vho are wyttie onely in wyles, who as Ariſtotle 
ſaith, are monſters in nature, altogether imperkect, weake veſſeis, 
ignozauntin all things,yea(which we map moſt lament) they are 
naturally indued with baites to allure men, with popſon to inkect 
men, and with charmes to change men from me to beates,as Cyr- 
ces did the ſeruauntes of Vliſſes: pea what manhath euer been ſo 
wiſe,but by womt hath been ſeduced to folly $ as Pharo his daugh⸗ 
ter cauſed Solomon to falt to idolatry. What man hath ener been 
fo lo godly;but by women hath been dep2aued 4 as Berſabe dꝛoue king 

J. iii. Dauid 
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Dauid to diueliſhneſſe. Whatmanhath euer been lo ſtrang, who 
by wainen hath not been made to ſtoope: as Dalila tooke awap the 
foxce ol dampſon by cutting away his heare. Tho hath euer 1 
ſo pertect, but by wamen hath been dꝛawen to imperfection $ as A- 
dam by the meanes of Eue loſt the perfection of Paradice. ho 
bath euer ben lo faithful, but that women haue infozced them to infi- 
delitie : ag a handmapd made Peter deny his maiſter Chriſt. The 
ſo valiaunt, but by women hach been vanquiſhed: as Omphale 
made Hercules ſecue her, and ſpynne amongeſt her maides, and af- 
ter by Dyanira was doone to death,CUho ſo learned. but by women 
haue been taught new poyntes ok ſchoole $ as Tully by Terentia, 
Marcus Aurelius by Fauſtina,  Ouid by Cornina were oliẽ abu- 
ſed: with tafinice other. But ik the wile , the godly, the ſtrong, the 
perkect, the faichkul, che valiant , the learned, haue been bewitched, 
beguiled, and abuſed by wamen, is it reaſon J ſhould chalenge any 
pꝛoper o2 peculiar koꝛtune to my ſelle, and not remaine content with 
the lot which is common ta al: Mes J am content mp rage in xule to 
binde: but though notwichſtanding the comkoꝛt by other mens ca⸗ 
lamitie be miſerable , vet it dooth me good ta thinke that other haue 
ben as lluttichly ſerued by women as my ſelfe , as Tullia conſpired 
the death ol her owne huſband Tarquinius, then ok her ſiſter, x laſtly 
maried the bzother of her owne hulband, who befoze was huſband to 
her owne ſiſter: as the ſiltie daughters ol Danaus, al but one ſite 
their huſbands the firtnight ol their marriage: as Candaules by 
the counſel ofhis wife was flaine by Gyges, who after maried her: 
as Dyoniſtus notwithſtanding his wary watch and watchful warez 
neſle fo) the pꝛeſeruation ofhis like, was by his owne wife Ariſto< 
macha miſerably made away, 

By this tyme the King was come into his hoſe , whereupon 
bee was dyiten with ſhame to ſhewe and pꝛelent hym ſelle to his 
maieſtie, humbly crauyng pardon foz his offence : and ſeeyng no 
remedpe, made pꝛeparation for the warres,diſpoſing his lmpng ſo 
well as the ſhoꝛtneſſe of tyme wauld geue hym leaue, and diſpoſ: 
ſeſſong his wife of ſo mutch as he caulde poſibly. Which done, 

among the ref he maurafully marched fozeward : but hee no ſoo⸗ 
ner ſet foate in the Thebane ſoyle, but chat the earth opened, and 
ſwallowed hym vp. Df which newes,ſo ſoone as his wife was pars 
| takersfop faſhion ſake ſhe put finger in the eye, and attired herlelfe 
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in mournyng apparel; but ſhe quickly caſt it of againe, #begants 
caſt in her head how ſhe might be ſped of an other huſband . calling 
to minde the deepe affection wherein Don Infor tunio was dꝛow⸗ 
ned towardes her, ſhee thought none moꝛe lit te make a focle of then 
him, and therfoze by letters did him to vnderſtand, that conſidering. 
his foꝛmer gocdwill towardes her, ſhee theught her ſelfe bound in 
conſcience to counter uayle his curteſie, by any conuenient meane 
thee might: ar d in that befoze time ſhee ſet ſo light by his lene, the 
cauſe was, fo2 that befoze his comming (Gee had betrothed her ſelfe 
to Amphiaraus, ſo that as then ſhte was not able to peeld him the 
meede of his merit: but now ik his affectio were not altered, c ik he 
were diſpoſed to deale with her by oꝛder of honeſty & limits of law, 
he might be paied his due debt, with double intereſt. Now the yoiig 
Gentleman by the ayde of abſence, by the aſſiſtance of time, by the 
change ok diet, by remembꝛance ok his repulle, by dꝛegs of dildain, 
bythe vertue of neceſſity, c by the help of reaſon, being fully cured 
of his folly, hauing heard alſo ofthe trechery which ſhe vled tow- 
ards her other huſbãd, reiected her offer, returning her ar wer, that 
being at liberty, he ment not to come in bon des, and being now fee 
free fro her fraud and falſhood, he would no mote be trayned to her 
treaſon, Neither (ſapth hee) doth that hold oz caſtle merit mercy, 
which peeldes rather fo2 want of freſhe ſupplie, then at the ſute of 
the beſeiger. Neither is the pꝛiſoner to be pitied, who being Judge, 
ioyed only in leuerity c cruelty: neither is that clientes cauſe to be 
conſidered, who beeing a cetmſaylo2 , dealt in the cafes of other 
without conſcience . The gentlewoman ſeetng her ſelfe thus 
repzochfully repulſed , in very colozicke conceites conſumed away 
and died. 

Jam heere Gentlewomen to admoniſh pen not to ſuffer your 
lelues to be caryed away with couetoulnelle: you ſee to what mi⸗ 
ferable ende it bꝛought this married diſſoyall couple: and as wel 
fo2 your ſakes, as mine owne, J would wiſh you, who are indu⸗ 
ed with wealth ſufficient to make a man (as they ſap) and who 
are at vour owne diſpoſition and choiee, not to yeeld peur ſelues as 
a pꝛap to any, who hath no neede of pour wealth, neither will grate- 
fully accept your goodes, but racher frankly to bequeath pour ſelues 
to ſome pode younger bzother, who may thinke himſelle made by 
marrying you, who may thanke his wife onely fox his wealth, who 

map 


we 


64 f Anphiaraus and Eriphile. 


may imyute his bappinelſe onely to hauing you: whom you map 


binde to you by beneüts, who will no doubt indeuour to counterpeiſe 


pdur liuing with his loue, and your goods with his good null: who 
wyll rather ſerue you, then ſeeke ſuperiozitie ouer you : who wyll 
rather be pour man, then pour malter: your Liege, then pour Lozd: 
pour ſubiect, then pour ſoueraigne: herby you ſhal lyue as pou liſt, 
your pꝛolites (hail pleaſure pou, your goods ſhall do you good, And 
whatſoeuer bee your common ſaping, chat vou muſt as well loue to 
late, as line to loue: vet ſurely in my kancie I thinke it karre better 
fo: a marryed couple to liue together without liuing, then without 
loue: fo2 what litle liuing will ſuffice nature, who knoweth not: but 
what lothed lyues be where loue doth lacke : looke but into the liues 
ofthe parties but now repoꝛted vnto you. And it you credite not my 
repoꝛt ot them, no mote but marke pour pooze neighbours how qut- 
etly and merily they palle their time in pouertie, aſlſiſted only by the 
calme ot contentment and loue: and then conuert pour eyes to the 
bie ok many other eſtates, and looke how vnpleaſantlp and vncon⸗ 
tentedly they ſpend their dayes, moleſted by the ſtoꝛmes of ſtrife, de⸗ 
bate, and hace, CUhich contemplation J hope will fo confirme your 
iudgements, chat you will alwayes pꝛefer loue befoze liuing: oz at 
leaſt not ſo to reſpect thone, as to neglect the other : oz at belt, if it 
be poſlible , to ioyne the one with the other. Another thing allo the 
death of Eriphile may d2ine into pour mindes, that pou rage not 
like toꝛants ouer thoſe , whom pour beautte hath made pour bond: 
flaues ; fo you muſt know, that it is moze gloꝛy to ble the bictoie 
maderately, chen to get it mightely : and farrenioze Holdes haue 
been woonne by clemencie, chen by crueltie. Foz when the inhabi⸗ 
tants know the captaines curtelfe, they wil rather peeld to his af: 
ſures mercy, then ſtand to the doubtfull event of battayle: ſo gentle⸗ 
women, it vou minde to make bꝛeach into the hartes of man, and ta 
win the fo2t of their faithes vnto you, ik you craue to conquer the 
goodwilles, and tobe courted with the ſeruice of ſuiters, pou muſk 


with modeſtie make much ok them, wich curteſte counteruaile their 


kindneſſe, wich gratefulneſſe accept their good wil, with liberalitie 

requite their loue, and with honef plaineneſſe anſwer to theyꝛ de⸗ 
maundes: you muſt not feede them with falſhod, dꝛaw them on with 
delay, and tozment them with trifling,as Eriphile did her Infortu- 
nio, to her owne infoztunate hap,as it luckely afterwards did light: 


io. 
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fo} it is Gods woꝛd and wil that ſuch meaſure as is met, ſhall be 
meaſured againe, and they that delight to dꝛowne other in dolour, 
ſþall not ſwimme long in pleaſure themlelues, J know not what el⸗ 
kect my wozds wil take, foʒ that I know not how you courtly dames 
account ot my cunning: but befoze mine owne face J am able to al 
ſure you this, that the girles of our pariſh thinke that welch Sir Ri- 
chard himſelt cannot make a better pꝛeache then J can: but it may 
be, vou wil chinke me ouer ſaucie with mp liſping lips to p2efer per⸗ 
ſwaftons to them, who are as voyde of folly euery way, as my ſelle 
of wit any way. Pet conſidering how quietly you tooke the rude rai⸗ 
ling ol Amphiaraus againſt pou, J neede not doubt, but that you 
will take in good part wozdes which are well ment towardes pou, 
and if nat follow them, yet not millike them, and rather weigh the 
will ofthe ſpeaker, chen the woꝛch ofthe woes. 


Icilius and Virginia. 


Glecilius à young Gentleman of Rome, falling in loue with 
Vrgmia , is refuſed by her friendes for want of ſufficient 
wealth, but priuily contracteth himſelfe vnto her, and depar- 
teth into the warres. Appius Claudius burning with vnchaſt 
luſt of the ſame mayden, the better to obtayne her, cauſeth 

Clodius his client to clayme her for his bondſlaue, and giueth 
wrongfull iudgement on his fide. But Virginius her father, 
at her erneſt requeſt, ſlayeth her with his one handes, to 
preſerue her virginitie from the villainie of Appius, who for 
ou > is caſt into priſon, where deſperatly he doth himſelf 
to death, 


JE is a doubt often debated, but not pet decided, whether loue dif: 
cendeth from the heauens, deriueth ol our owne nature, pꝛoceedeth 
ofthe ſimilitude of manners, commeth of acquaintance aud kami⸗ 
liaritie, cakech oziginall of our education and byinging by toge⸗ 
ther, whether it ariſeth of beautie oz of vertue, whether it entreth in 
at the eyes, o2 ſirſt be rooted in the hart, whether the cauſe come fro 
the partie that loueth, oꝛ the partie loued, oꝛ whether it be in our po⸗ 
wer colouzoz to leaue , J leaue to * to reſolue vpon, foz,fo2 — 
A part 
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part (J yeeld God thankes fox it) J haue as pet been ſolide trou⸗ 
bled with lone, that J know not what it is, no2 from whence it come 
mech, and when | mule theron, Jam as bad troubled as Symoni- 


des wasto thinke and ſay what God was: but if an opinion groun⸗ 
ded vpon reaſon without any pꝛoper experience on mine owne part 


map take place, J thinkeloue chieflp to bee grounded vpon the ſt- 


militude cf manners,ſhewed and ſignified by familtarity and abode 
together. Fo2 it is daily ſeene, that thoſe parties who at the firſt in- 


counter and view haue rather diſitked, chen loued ech other, by con- ' 


tiruance of conerſation,# by conterring eche others coditions# na- 
ture together, haue fallen into the fire ofmoſt feruent affectiõ. Foz 
true lone and faichful kreindſhip is, to wil e to nil one thing to haue 
one cbtect ot appetite, & to haue like effect of affectio, I know there 
are infinite in!kances to bee giuen to this allertion, fo2 that ſcme 
haue been ſurpꝛiſed with loue only vpon a louing looke, ſome vp: 
on a curteous woꝛd, ſome vpona ſingle ſight, ſeme vpon a vaine 
viſion, ſome vpon a doubtfull dꝛeame, ſome vpon an vncertaine 
repo2t, and ſome , ſome other way. But as one Swallow makes 
not ſommer, lo one particularitie concludeth no generalitie, 
And as an Aethiopian ts ſayd generally to bee blacke, though his 
teeth bee white, fo2 that loz the moſt partes ot him hee is black: 
ſo I think loue may bee ſayd generally to pꝛoceede of the ſimilitude 
ok manners, fo) that fo2 the moſt part it doth ſo, And bel des inli⸗ 
nite other examples, which J can alleage fo2 p2oofe hereof, the ht- 
ffozie which pou ſhall pꝛelently heare , chal alſo confirme it. 

In the renowmed citie of Rome made his abode one Icilius, 
who though hee were a gentleman of a woozſipfull houſe, yet by 
reaſon that his parents were yet lyuing, his patrimony was not 
great, neither his living moze then might ſuffice to maintaine 
the poꝛte of the place, and countenance hee caried in the citie, 
by reaſon whereok hee remained vnmaried, as beeing not able to 
maintain a wife accoꝛding to the eſtate of his calling. It was his 
chaunce, amongſt other youthfull company, to paſle the time fox 
the ſpace ofa ſennight in feaſting and making merry at the houſe 
ok one L. Virginius, a woozſhipful gentleman of the ſame citie, 
who had to daughter a damſell named Virginia, who as ſhee wag 
of ripe peeres, {© was ſhee of ripe iudgement and diſcretion in eue⸗ 
xp poiut belonging to a vertuons virgin and modeſt mate, Bos 

| | | Wape 
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ſhape though it were not p2eciſe, yet was it perfect ; her face 
though it were not blaling, yet was it beautifull : her coꝛps though 
it were not curious, yet was it comely: and as nature plentifully 
planted perfection in her, ſo God ſuperabundantly beſtowed hts 
benefits vpon her, lutch grauitie in geſture, ſutch modeſtie in 
manners, ſutch curtely in conuerſatton, ſutch troth in talke, ſutch 
wit in reaſoning, that Minerua her ſelfe could nat haue mended 
her: that it was doubtfull whether men were moze rapte into 
admiration ok her wildome, oz rauiſhed in contemplation ok her 
beautie, the one contapning contentment koz the body, the other 
ſolace and delight fo2 the minde. Now Icilius being inthe com- 
pany and ſocietie of this ſaint, vſed little other behauiour towardes 
her, aboue his common regard to all the Gentlewoman of che 
troupe, but ſpent his time in dauncing, dyſing, carding,and other 
ſutch paſtimes. And notwithſtanding this while he often felt a 
certaine reſtraint of libertie in his affections, an alteration of 
minde, and as it were a ciupll aſſaulte and-diſcozd within him 
ſelfe : yet by reaſonof his young peeres , andſinall pꝛactiſe inthe 
pangues of loue, hee could not coniecture the cauſe ofhis lodaine 
paſſions: but this made him moſt to mule, that when he was in his 
moſt dumps, ik hee chaunced to pꝛeſent her ſelfe to his pꝛeſence, his 
hart was p2eſently lightned of that which lay ſo heauy in his ſto⸗ 
make . And as when the ſunne ſhineth, che cloudes baniſh away: 
{ when her beauty blazed in place, the cloudes of care were 
cleare conſumed. Likewiſe beeing often deſirous to talke with her, 
and inioy the pꝛelent pleaſure of her pleaſant ſpeech, his ſenſes 
were fo rauiſhed with the ſight of her, that he could not vtter one 
wooꝛd vnto her. Sitting allo at the table with her, and caſting a ga⸗ 
ing glaunce round about him, his light was neuer ſaciſſted vntill 
hee had lent her a looke, and ſeemed. only co reſolue his fancy vps 
on her face, But notwithſtanding all this, he did not chꝛoughly 
perceiue the cauſe ofhis ſodaine trouble ot minde, and thought that 
as it was a toy lightly taken, ſo would it bee lightly left againe, 
and therefoze departed from her fathers houſe without pꝛekerring a⸗ 
- ny ſute vnta her, oz adding execution to the aduantage ofthe time 
and place. But being gone home, and gotten ſolitarily to his cham⸗ 
ber, good God what mountaines of ſmoke did ſcalding ſighes ſend 
kooꝛth ol his mouth 3 what dꝛops 5 blood did galding greile _ 
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his hart to bleed: what flooddes of teares did flowe from his eyes 
what carefull complaintes dyd hee lend vnto the ſkies $ ſaying, O 
heanens,why heape you my heauineſſe: O planets, why plant you 
my payne + O deſtines, why decree pee ny deltruction : D Gods, 
why dep2ine you me oflibertte, now my peung peeres chalenge to 
line moſt freely : O foztune, why doeſt thou mixe my ſweet meate 
with ſutch ſower ſauce, that is moze bitter then gall, and no leſſe 
pleaſaunt then death vnto mee? Mult the litle delight which J 
tooke inthe company ol Virginia ( whereof J fully vnderſtoode net 
her to bee the cauſe nei her) bee ccunteruapled with ſutch direkull 
diſpight + and fo} the pleaſure which her pꝛelence pꝛocured mee, 
muſt her abſence purchaſe mee ſutch diſpleaſure $ Then too true 
doe J finde, that every dꝛam of delyght, hath a pound of ſpight, and 
euery inch of io y, an ell of annop annexed vnto it: then well may 
J curle the chaunce, the caule, and the company which cauſed mee 
to come to that place, which hath caught mee in ſutch bondage. 
And may J terme it bondage, to lyue in the ſeruice and contem⸗ 
plation of my Virginia ? Is it flanerie . to bee thzall to ver: 
tue: It is her bountte , not her beautie that bindeth mee: it is 
her courteſte,not her comlineſle that J care fo) :itts her perfection, 
not her perſon that J paſſe ok: it is her conditions, not her colour 
that J account of: to; beautie bydeth not, comelinelle continuetch 
not, perſonage periſheth, colour fadeth : but bountte , curteſte, 
perfection , and conditions remapne fo; euer. So that if J lpue in 
bondage, it is to vertue: if I be a ſlave, Jam vertues ſlave, But 
doth vertue vſe to toꝛment men thus? belike that is the caule there 
are ſo fewhonelt and vertuous . Mo, J ought not to count mp trou⸗ 
ble a toꝛment, but the fine gold muſt bee purifped in the flaming 
fire, and white liluer is wought in blacke pitch: glozy muſt be got- 
ten thozow depth of daunger, and pleaſtire muſt be purchaſed with 
the price of payne. And though abſence now bee ſonie tozmentco 
try mee, and though dolour now dzowne mee in the ſeas of ſo2- 
row, yet doubt I not but ſhoꝛtly to ſwim in the fluds offelicicie : and 
take land there where my hart hath alredy pitcht his abode, But 
O pꝛeſumptuous foole , whyther doth folip foxce me: doo J hope to 
win her, whom my vnwozthinefle willeth mee not ſo mutch as to 
wiſhe foz + Pea which wap ſoeuer I goe to woꝛke, Jam ſire to 
haue a colde ſuite of it: fo2if J pzoker her my ſeruice — 
X | why 


Lilins and Virginia. 69 


why,her vertue abhozreth it: ik J make loue in way of marriage, 
her eſtate and ritches refuſeth it. O God, and ſhall goods bee 
moze accounted ofthen goodwill + lucre moze then loue$ Js the 
ccunſayle ot Themiſtocles altogether reiected, who willeth men 
rather to marry their daughters to a man that wanteth monp, then 
to mony that wanteth a man to ble it: Is the woꝛld ſo blinded in 
couetouſneſle, to pꝛeker liuing befoze learning, wealth beloze wit: 
Then farewell true freindſhip, ik it bee not grounded vpon love: 
then fare well true loue, ifmariage bee not the ende of it: then fare- 
well true mariage, ik mony make it: then reſteth fo2 mee onely to 
beewaple my euill hap, to lament my luckeleſle loue, and ntuer 
to attempt, that J am like neuer to attaine vnto. 

By chis time the earth was couered with a darke mantell, and 
by reaſon that the Sun was departed out of cur Horizon, the 
light ofthe ſtarres which the Sunlendeth them, began to appeare 
in che firmament, whereupon this paoze pallinonate lover weeried 
wich woe, diſpoſed him ſelle to reſt: but hee whole bane lone hath 
bzued, neither by night noꝛ by day, neither in company no? ſolita- 
ry; neither ſleeping; no} waking, can take any reſt oꝛ quiet. Fo 
hee was no looner in a ſlumber, but the Goddeſle of his deuotions 
pꝛeſently pꝛeſented her ſelfe beeloze him, ſaying, Pyne owne, why 
doeſt thou thus tozment thy ſelfe foz my ſake, who-ſuffer no litle 
griete to ſee thy great ſoꝛrow + wherfoze be bolde to aſke any 
_ at my hands honeſtly, and bee ſure J will graunt it willing⸗ 
ly: fo J perſwade my ſelfe, the heauens haue reſerued mee fo thee, 
Icilius hearing (as hee hoped) this heauenly voice, and ſeeing (ag 
hee thought) that ſaint by his bed ſide, with open armes reached co 
imbꝛace her, but being awaked, with open eyes he ſaw he was de- 
teiued: which ſodaine fal from heaven to hel, tooke away his bꝛeath 
from him fo2 a while, but beeing come to him ſelfe, hee began to 
try out in this careful manner. 

O God, is it not ſufficient to vere me with vanities in the day 
time, vnlefle thou toꝛment mee with viſions allo in the night: haue 
I not woe yenough awake, but that beeſides J muſt haue ſozrow in 
ſleepe: What greeuous offence haue J committed, that deſerneth 
ſutch greetous puniſhment : Ithis bee the teward ok chem that 
loue, woe, woe be to them that hate. Thou haſt commaunded vs all 
to loue one another: and ik thou thus puniſhe the fulfillers of thy 
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law, what ſhall beecome of the tranſgrelſozs thereof: But if thort 
bee diſpoſed to puniſh mee, and dilpleaſed wich my deedes, neuer 
ſuffer mee hereafter to doo any thing, but caſt mee into ſutch a 
fizepe wherein J was erwhile, and therein let mee continue con⸗ 
tiunally. D happy was Endimion, who long time enioyed the 
like lleepe; O ten times happte are the dead, if death bee any thyng 
like this ſieepe. But O hundꝛed times vnhappie am J, to whom 
wakyng is waylefull, wheras to all things els it is iopfull. But 
was this but a viſton which deluded me {was it but a dꝛeame which 
J doated on: And ik it were but a dꝛeame, doth it poztendnothyngs 
and map there be effect in dꝛeames: Yea God wot, commonly the 
contrary : o (as Cato ſaith) wee lee ſleeping, that which wee wiſh 
foʒ wakyng. So that neither in dꝛeaming no} doing, neither in ſlee⸗ 
ppng no? ſeeyng, neither in thinkyng no2 ſaying, linde J any cauſe 
of comkoꝛt, oꝛ ſee any ſigne of ſolace, This pouch paſled his time fo 
long in thele and ſutch like pallions, that the careful cariage of his 
eyes bew2ayed his carefull minde, and his pale countenance his 
painefull cale, Which a ſpeciall friend ok his perceiupng; tooke. 
ſutch compaſſion and pitie on his painefull ſtate, that hee ſought all 
meanes poſſible to litt out the caule of his ſoxrow; to the intent to 
ſeeke ſome medicine foz his maladie. And haupng opoztunicie of 
time and place, hee bꝛake with him in this ſoet. 
Good friende,if J ſhould ſhew pou what great ſoꝛrow J ſuſtaine 
by pour heauinelle, you wauld perchaunce iudge my woozdes to 
pꝛoceede rather of flatterp and trifling, then of trutb: but no moze 
but trie how willyng J wil be to eaſe pour payne, and by that iudge 
how greatly it greeuech mee. But how great lo euer my grieke be, 
my wonder is moze then great to ſee pou tranſfoꝛmed from the 
eſtate of a pleaſant Gentleman, into ſutch ſolitarie regards, that 
pou ſeeme rather a Tymon of Athens, then a courtier ot Italy: 
and ſo mutche the mote cauſe J haue ot marueyle, by how mutch 
leſle I ſee any apparant cauſe which ſhould wozke any ſutch altera⸗ 
tion in you, Foꝛ if want ok wozldly wealth conld.wozke pour woe, 
why pot want nathing: if pou would eate golde (as they ſay) you 
might haue it. Ik lolle of friendes moleſt you, whp you haue an in- 
finite number which loue pou intirely. A you be diſpoſed to trauayle 
to ſee ſtraunge countries, your parents wilbe wel pleaſed wich your 
veparttre, Jf pou be wearie ol pour ſingle life, your freendes will 
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forthwith pꝛouide fo? pur Marriage, any repulſe retexued ol 


any daintie dame do daũt ycu;why the Goddes them ſelues haue ſuk⸗ 
fred the like: as Daphne a ſeeiy damſel, reſuſed the god Phoebus: 
Sirinx a ſimple mayde, reiected the god Pan, with infinite other, Ik 
pou haue fixed pour fancie in place youthinke impoſſible to poſleſle, 
why vou haue reaſon to rule pour affectid, you haue wit to compaſſe 
pour deſire, peu haue kriends to further it, vou want nothing to finiſh 
it. With this his colour began to chaunge, x he fetcht a deepe ſighe 

oz two, whereby his friend perceiued he had touched the caule ok his 
calamitte, & ſoꝛe of his ſorow,maving him very erneſtly to vnfolde 
the ſecrets ofhis thoughtes vnto him, ſaying, two wittes are better 
then one e that which you blinded perchaunce by lcue can not ſee, 
ſtirred vp by deſire to do you good, may perceiue. And fo2 ſecrecy in 

pour affapzes, aſſure pour ſelfe , that neuer Pithias to his Damon, 
Pylades to his Oreſtes, no? Gy ppus to his Titus was moge true, 

then J wyl be to you. And though pour learning and wit to know 
what is beſt fo your owne behalfe be karre better then mine, yet the 

ſimpleneſle ol my wyt ſhalbe ſupplied wich the lincereneſſe of my 

will, which ſhalbe alwayes fo redy pꝛeſt to pleaſure pou, that ik my 

ſeruice may ſatiſfie vou, vou ſhall commaund me, if my company 

may content vou, I wil neuer be out of pour ſight: Tf Imap anp 

way ſtand voi in any ſteede, account me your ovine onely. 

Icilus hearing thts friendly diſcourſe, could not but ſap i in his 
hart, O friend vnkaigned, O loue moſte lopall, O curteſp incompa⸗ 
rable: and imbjacing kaſt his friend in his armes, ſayd, Ik all the 
miſeries in the wozld did muſter in multitudes avout mee, yet this 
thing only is of foxce to fence mee from their kuries, to think Ji intop- 
fo firme a friend as pour [elfe are: and if I may liue but to requite 
ſome part ok your good wil, it is the ſecond felicitte J loke fo; in this 
life. But touching the cauſe of my perplexitie, Imuſt craue par⸗ 
don, if J make courtſp to diſclole it, foz that many euils cary this 
nature, rather to be concealed with griefe, then reuealed in hope 
of reiiefe, And as a greene wound by taking the aire, ſpꝛedeth far- 
ther abꝛoad, and is the hardlier healed : ſo J thinke, ny loꝛment and 
griefe being once diſcenered, would not be ſo eaſely cured. Ik (ſaith 
bis frend) the oꝛiginall ol your cuill pꝛoceede: of loue, as in my fancy 
it doch, then vndoubtedly the moꝛe it is vnccuered, the ſconer it is 
cured : fo2as coales of fire couered cloaſe with alhes keope their 


| beate . time but lying open lone waxe colde and blacke: lo 2 


1 LS —_ — — — 
— 
a — — Ä  — — — . - — 
——  —— - 


— — — 


— — — 
<. aw 
— age Os nine 


— 
—— . .. 


- —— — 


* — — 1 * — 
— — _ — — —— — 
— - — — — 


——Ü——j— — ——ñ—ä4—ẽ ꝝu'r—5iab 2 — ͤ f— 


72 2 lins and Finginis 


firy flames of lone raked vp in lence, burne furiouſly within a 
man, but being by.diſcourle diſcloſed, they ſoone conterc from 
flame, to fume and ſinoake, Uh erefoe (good friende) ſticke not 
to impart vnto mee this matter which doth impozt pou lo nere, p20: 
miſing you by the inuiolable bond ok friendlhip,to trauaile ſo ernelt- 
ly in pour affaires, that what wanteth in power, vou ſhal finde in 
the paines which J will take in your cauſe. Alas ſweet friend (ſaith 
Icilius) rather then pou ſhould thinke J haue any diffidence oz di⸗ 
ſtruſt in ou, oꝛ chinke you vnwooꝛthy of credite in any cauſe what⸗ 
ſoeuer, I will make you pꝛiup to the cauſe ot my paine , what pang 
02 perill ſoeuer I incurre thereby, TAherefoze you ſhal vnderſtand, 
that ſiince the time J was at the houſe of L. Virginius, as pou 
partly know, the conditions ok his daughter did ſo well content mee, 
her nature agreed ſo well wich mine, her affections were ſo kra⸗ 
med to my fancy, that J am confrained coreſigne my liberty cap⸗ 
tiue vnto her, and to make her perſon che pꝛilon of my harte. 
And the leſle hope J haue of obtapnyng her, the moze doo J 
loue: and the mage deepely J doo deſire her, the moze deadly 
doo J diſpaire oł her, which is the cauſe ot all my care, and ſumme 
ok all my ſoꝛow: pea this is it which hach made mee an enemie to 
my ſelfe, a ſtraunger to my kriendes, to abandon all good compa- 
ny, to ſit in ſolitarineſſe, and this is it, which ifit be not in time 
pꝛouided foꝛ, will pꝛeuent by death all other milchiekes. God foz⸗ 
bid good friend (ſayth his friend) that ſo light a cauſe ſhould ſo 
deepely diſtres you : what, doo you thinke either ſo ſuperſtictouſly 
ok her, either lo abiectly of pour ſelfe, chat you deeme this matter ſo 
impoſſible to bee bꝛought to paſſe: Why, her perſon is not of ſutch 
perfectid, but that pours may match it: her friends are ont of ſutch 
ſfate, but that yours may ſtand by them: her poꝛtion is not ſo great, 
but your parentes are able to make yours equall vnto it, No, 
Doubt not but pour lone ſhall ſoꝛt to lucky ende, and haue ſutch 
ſucceſſe you ſeeke foꝛ: and J am hartely glad, that ſeeing it was 
pour chaunce to looſe your liberty, it is lodged in ſutch a place, 
which is rather to be counted a Paradile of pleaſnre, then a pꝛiſon 
ok paine, of whole wozthpnes J would ſomewhat ſaye , but that 
perchaunce von will thinke me partiall to the party, and beſides 
that, J ſhould rather kindle newe coales in you, then quench olde 
flames, Vut bicaule 7 perlwade my lelte J may doo — 
wit 
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wich the partie which putteth you to this paine, doubt not to commit 
this charge to mee, and J warrant vou J will diſcharge it ta your 
. contentation. Ah deare friende (ſapth Icilius) if I thought vcu as 
well able to giue oꝛder to my ſoꝛrow and redꝛeſſe my woe, as I ſee 
pou willing to comfozt my carefulneſſe # keepe me from diſpaire, J 
ſhoulde thinke my ſelfe the happieſt wight in che wozlde , and J 
would account of pou as the pꝛeſeruer of mp life: but J cannot tell 
what the matter is,meethinkes the moze leruent is my lire, the moze 
faint is my feare. Fye (ſayth his friend) you ſhewe pour ſelfe too 
very a coward, foꝛtune you know fauozeth not the faint harted , net: 
ther are they woꝛthy to win the pꝛay vou pꝛeſſe fot , and therfoze foꝛ 
ſhame take a good hart vnto pou, and doo pour indeuour, and let mee 
alone with the reſt. There is no Pauke ſoareth ſo high, but ſee 
will ſtoupe to ſome pꝛay, neither any ſo ramage and wilde, but in 
time ſhee may be reclaimed and made to the lure, And if you fol: 
low my aduile, I thinke good pou ſolic ite her by letters, vntill ſutch 
time you haue conuenient time to goe thither your felfe . Which 
counſaile he fooꝛchwich put in execution, and indited a letter to his 
Miſtres in this maune rr. 
Sood Miſtres, to ſet foozth in wooꝛdes the feruencie ol my aflec⸗ 
tion, and vehemencie ol my palſion, J thinke would be both tedious 
to pou, and J am ſure greeuous to my ſelfe, fo2 that che remembe- 
raunce of my paſſions would be as it were a renewing of my paine: 
and though J altogether vle ſilence therein, pet the lothſome lyle 
which J leade, may by repoꝛt aduertiſe pou of my luckleſle lone: and 
my dꝛouſie lookes to all which ſee chem, are ſignes ſufficient ot my 
dꝛotping hart. Therkoꝛe may it pleaſe you plainly to vnderſtand, 
chat being at Maiſter Virginius pour fathers houle, I receiued ſuch 
contentation in your company and light, that ſince J haue ben depꝛi⸗ 
ued thereof, I thinke my lelle depziued of all the pleaſures of life: 
And vnleſle your curteſie ſurmountmp deſartes,and that you vouch- 
ſafe to pitie my peinefull eſtate, I ſhall haue iuſt cauſe to ſay, that 
at your fathers I receiued in ſteede ofmeate, miſerie, foz dꝛinke do⸗ 
lour,yea I may count my fare ſire, and my cheere very deere, which 
mult coſt me no leſſe then the loſſe ol my libertie at leaſt. But ik yer 
at the laſt courſe, it ſhall pleaſe you to ſend and ſerue into the table of 
my troubled minde ſome conkectes of comfozt , with the fruites of 
Tiendſhippe,Jſhall thinke my ſelle K haue laren molt eines 
| i. | erei 
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whereas otherwiſe J thall count my ſelfe.jntreated dildainfully. 


Locke uot good Miſtres to my lining; but to my loue, way not my 


wealth, but my will, marke not my monp, but my meaning in the 
wap of honeſt and lawfull mariage, and ſpeedily ſend the mellenger 
ot pꝛeſent conſolation to him, which pineth away in payne ,and is 
pours only and euer. Icilius. 
Virginia hauing viewed this letter, and liking it neuer che worle 
ko2 his ſake that ſent it, replyed vnto it in this ſhoꝛt and ſober ſozte. 

Sir, bycaule J knowe in my ſelfe no ſutch due deſert any wap, 
to dꝛiue ou to ſutch deepe deſp2e,J] am the hardlyer induced to be⸗ 
leeue pour wooꝛdes: and though J adhibited full credite vnto them, 
pet perchaunce as pet my kancie is not fully framed to like fo well 
of you, as yon eyther deſyꝛe oꝛ deſerur: and thotigh J could kpnde 
in my hart to lyke you aboue nl other, yet J knowe not whethermp 
friendes will peeld che ir conſent thereto. So that it is in mee 
onely to thanke pou foꝛ pour good will but not to alte pour re⸗ 
queſt. Yours as thee may. Virginia. if 

This letter bꝛinging ſome comkoꝛte to his carefill mynde, made 
him make haſt to repayze in perſon to the place ot her pꝛeſence, 
where hee pꝛelented her his ſuite, with ſutch aſſured ſignes ol per⸗ 
fect loue and lopaltie, that ſhee thought with good conſcience ſhee 
could not contemne his good will. But her Parentes , fo; that 
hee was not able, his Father beeing alyue, to make her ſutch ioyn⸗ 
ter as they inioyned him to, deferred che conſimmaticn ofthe mati⸗ 
age from tyme to tyme, hoping that tyme would moxcifpe the affecs 
tion of eyther the one oz the other Louer. But as the Smyth 
his foꝛge by caſting on colde water it burnech mote fiercely; So 
their loue by thele delayes increaſed moze vehemently , whiche 
cauſed them to betroth them ſelues eche to other. But Icilius 
indued with a couragious mynde, percepuing the lacke of lyuing 
to hinder his happinelle, determined to goe to the Warres , and 
by dint of lwoꝛde to win eyther coyne oz credite , oz to looſe Iyfe and 
loue: And beeing on popntto take his ournep . hee gaue his Mi⸗ 
ſtres this farewell, It euer wofull creature had cauſe to complayie 
his catełull caſe,then vndoubtedly may J duely peace fo} the koz⸗ 
maſt place. The Hoꝛzſe now and then ceaſſeth kroin his trauayle, 
the Alle from bearing, the Dre from dzawing, and ſo of all other 
— but my pooze harte is neuer at reſt, But as the wheele 
W 
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contimtally turneth: ſo my minde continually coſſech, ſtill deniſinge* 
howe J mape afpire to the ende of mp deſires, and bee placed in 
full poſſeſſionof pour perfect perſon. And hauing reuolued many 
wayes in my mynde, Jam nowe reſolued vppon this, to goe to 
the warres, and there to winne with pꝛoweſſe and payne, that which 
God and foztune haue denyed mee: where the remembzaunce of 
Pour ſeemelp ſelle, ſhall arme mee with ſutch cutrage , that J (hail 
count nothing daungerous to attempt, o2 hard to attayne. And 
whatſoeuer wooꝛthy feates you ſhall heare J ſhall enterpziſe, J ſhall 
deſire you toperſwade pour ſelfe that they are doone koꝛ pour ſake, 
And ik in my abſence it ſhall pleaſe pou to continue conſtant in good 
will towardes mee, it is the only ſhielde that ſhall ſhadowe mee in 
fielve and fight . Remember Penelope paſſed twenty yeeres in 
the abſence of her Vliſſes: and aſſure your ſelfe Vliſſes neuer hazar⸗ 
ded himilelfe in mote perils, then J wil put my ſelfe to foꝛ pour ſake. 
Virginia hauing heard this ſhoꝛt and ſowe diſcourſe,caffing her 
ſelfe into his armes, afterſhee had bedeawed his face wich teares 
which fell from her eyes, replied in this ſoꝛt. 
Ah(Maiſter Icilius)my toung is not able to tell the hurt whiche 
my hart ſuſtaineth by the couetous crueltie or my Parentes, who in 
a greedy delp2e ol goods, goe about to ſtay mee from that wherupon 
my like dooth ſtay and depende, and were it not that your great cuts 
telte and loue towardes mee did ſomewhat moderate and mitigate 
my martirdome, J ſhould neuer be able to beare the vnſuppoztable 
burthen thereof, But now J vnderſtand by pou , J ſhall loſe ycur 
company, which was my only comfozt and conſolation: what re⸗ 
ſteth fo) me, but notwithſtanding Jl was neuer maried, vet to con⸗ 
tinue and leade a wofull widowes lothlome life , and to ſpende my 
golden peeres in galding griefe + J could rehearſe vnto you, and 
you pour lelfe can better tell the infinite and imminent perils which 
alwayes wayte on warre, but that J doubt thereby J ſhould rather 
increaſe pour griefe, then alter pour determination: but this requeſt 
at leaſt, pea and perchaunce the laſt, let mee make vnto you, that 
in warre pou be wary, in battaile rather toe backward then too bold, 
in field rather too fleeing then too fozwarde , and ik pou take no 
care of pour ſelle, yet make ſome ſpare of mee. Foz perſwade 
pour lelfe this „ ont of euery Tlounde whiche pour bodye 
ſhall recepue , wyll-iſſite as well my Blood as pours, 2s fox 
TR Ran ſens — conſtancie 
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conſtancie in your abſence,aſſureyour ſelfe, Virginia will alway he 
the vowed vaſſall ok Icilius. And as the Laurel oz Bap tree ceaſleth 
not to be green,notwithſtanding the parching Sommer, and pin- 
ching Wtater :\b will J neuer ceaſſe to be freſh in friendſhip , and 
green in goodwill towardes pou, notwithſtanding the ſharp ſktozmes 
of ablence, the diitance of place, and difference of tyme. But here 
teares ſtayed the talke ofthe one, and tyme tooke away anpe longer 
abode of the other: whereuppon they were conſtrained after a fewe 
carefull kiſles, to giue eche other a fainting farewell. Neither is 
it eaſie to paint kooꝛth the paine wherewith this parting pinched 
: both theſe pooze louers, but ſurely in mp fancie , ok all griefes it is 
A mot griping, when kriendes are fozced to parte eche from other, 
{8 when one harte is placed in two places, when one member is tozng 
as it were from another, when ones ſclfe is ſeparated fromhimlelfe, 
v2 at leaſt his ſecond ſelfe. But their parting was not ſo painkull, 
but that ſhoztly after their meeting was as moznefull , Fo; not 
long after the departure of Icilius , as Virginia walked abzoade 
ſomewhatto recreate and ſolace her ſozrowfull ſelfe , it was her fot- 
time, vnfoꝛtunately to bee ſeene by one Appius Claudius, one of the 
Decemuirs, who were the chiefe rulers of the Citie, who by the ku⸗ 
ries of Hell was ſo ſet on fire in libidinous luſt towardes that Uir⸗ 
gin, that he ſought all the meanes poſſible to winne her to his wic: 
ked will: but ſeeing her too firmelp koꝛtiſied in vertue, to bee by cons 
ſent vanquiſhed by villany, hee determined by fozce , to foxce her to 
his filchinelſe . And as nothing is ſo impoſſible which franticke ku⸗ 
rie will not enterpyile , nothing lo ſhamekull, which vnbzideled de⸗ 
deſire will not vndertake, nothing ſo kalle, which fleſhly filthineſle 
will not foꝛge: fo to bꝛing his purpoſe to paſſe hee coined this de⸗ 
| uiſe,hee cauſed one Marcus Claudius,a Clpent ok his, to lay claime 
lf to the mayde as his bond Slaue. Tho partlye foz awe of the Ti⸗ 
N rant, partly beeing apt ofhimſelfe to vndertake any euill, tooke the 
matter vppon him, and the next time he tooke her out ol her Fathers 
houle, he lapd handes vppon her, commanding her to followe him 
home, to the end Appius night haue had his pleaſure ot her. But 
by the pitikull exclamation of the maide and her Nauſe, a great 
multitude ok people began ta muſter about them, who hearyng 
whoſe daughter thee was, and that ſhee was betrothed to leilius, 
thou he it vnleemely that in the ablence of hex father and 85 
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(who were both in the wares) ſhee ſhould bee violently caryed into 
bondage, the title beeyng not diſcuſſed by the lawes: and thereupon 
withheld M. Claudius from hauing hir away. Who ſeeyng his 
might ouermatcht by the multitude, tolde them hee ment not to deale 
by foxce : but his minde was fox che playne pꝛooke of his tytle and 
intereſt in her, to haue her beefoze the chiefe magiſtrate ol the citie, 
and only Judge in ciuil controverſies, who was Appius Claudius, 
the only authoꝛ of this euill. Veing come beefoze him , he tolde a lo⸗ 
lemne tale fo2 the confirmation ok his right in the maide,ſaping ſhee 
was the daughter ofa bond womã ol his, that in her inkancie ſhe was 
ffolen from her mother, conueyed to Virginius, and from that time 
bꝛought vp at his houle, x taken fo2 his natural child: and fo2 pzoofe 
hereof hee bꝛought in two oz thꝛee knightes ok the Poſt to depoſe. 
The kriendes ol the maide, not able torefell this foꝛged tale, delired 
of che Iudas Judge that the matter might bee adiourned vntill the 
comming of her father Virginius. Appius anſwered, that hee 
thought it good the matter ſhould hang in ſuſpence vntill the returne 
ok her ſuppoſed kather, but it was noreaſon but that he who pꝛetẽded, 
yea and had pꝛooued to haue ſutch right to her, ſhould haue her in his 
cuſtodp, vntill the matter were moꝛe examined: and vpon his honour 
hee pzomiled ſhee ſhould bee foozth comming, to appeare at the time 

of her fathers appzoche . The people hearing this iniurious iudge⸗ 
ment ot Appius, rather murmured at it, then durſt make reſiſtance 
againfft it, by reaſon whereof Marcus Claudius beegan to dzawthe 
maid to bee deflowzed, as the Tiger in Hyrcane wooddes haleth the 
lambe to be deuoured. But God, the righter of al wzongs, and pꝛo⸗ 
tectoʒ of all pure virgins, pꝛeuented the peril! which hong ouer her 
head, and ſent home from the warres to ſucour her, her vncle Nu- 
mitorius, and her ſpouſe Icilius:who hearing the haynoulnefle of the 
matter, pꝛeſently pzeaſſed tothe place where Appius ſate in iunge⸗ 
ment, but hee commaunded his officers: to keepe Icilius backe, 
dvhereupon Icilius inneighed againſt him in this ſozt, 

Albeit (O Appius) by foxce ycu keepe mee from keeping mint 
dne out ol pour handes vet ſhall you not ſtay: my te ung frem des 
tecting the villany which you indeuour to doe, Fox the truth is, this 
virgin is betrothed to mee andmp;mijnde is to marrie ber a chalk 
mad, therefoze aſſure pour ſelfe it it lie in mee to let, ſee ſhall ret 
remaine one minute ol an houre out ol her fathers houſe. T's it not 
| I.. ii, mullicient 
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ſufficient fo) pom to depꝛʒiue the people of the chiefe pillozs of theyr 
liberty, but that our wines and childzen allo muſt liue in llauery ta 
pour tirranny: Exerciſe pour cruelty on our bodies: at leaſt, let cha⸗ 

Dught pꝛinces to giue light of like to their people and will yeu 
make your ſelfe a mirrou ol miſchlele to ydut poſteritie But it vou 
mind to take her away kum bs by fozee, and krom her her birginttie, 
neuer chinke to do it while J haue any bꝛeath left in my body; for in 
this iuſt cauſe and quarrell of my wyfe lyfe ſhall ſooner leaue mee, 
then loyaltie. Appius thinking the power of Icilius woulde pꝛe⸗ 
uaple aboue his, ko that the multitude marue plouſſy inclyned to 
his lyde, layd hee would haue another time to repꝛelle the rebel⸗ 
lious rage ot Icilius, and touching the niaide, foz her fathers ſake he 
was content to deferre the pꝛonotmcing of ſentence againſt her, 
vntill the next ccurt day, that her father might bee pꝛeſent, in che 
meane whple hee would intreate Marcus Claudius to fozbeare his 
right: but ik her father came not by the next court day, hee would 
dekerre the execution ok luſtice foy no mans plealure. Pzeſencly# 
vpon chis he diſpatched letters to the captaine generall of the army. 
that hee ſhould not in any wiſe difmiſſe Virginius, o2 ſuffer him to 
come home: but Icilius had ſent foꝛ him with ſutch ſpeede, that he 
had leaue to depart beefo2e thole letters came tothe captayne, ſo ic 
plealed God to pꝛeuent the pollicy and wicked purpoſe of Appius. 
Mou Virginius beeing come to Rome, went with his daughter to 
the iudgement place, and did there lamentably imploꝛe the helpe of 
the people,ſaping , While J with the reſt ok the ſouldiours haue ha⸗ 
zarded our liues in the defence ok you xx your childꝛen, Jam in derm⸗ 
ger to haue mine owne daughter diſpoyled : and wheras by my help 
sur citie is pꝛeſerued from enemies, Im ſeſfe am bꝛoughe to ſuch 
milery, as if it were taken by our enemies; and vtterly raled to 
the greund. Foz what greater villany can be done to the vanquiſhed, 
then to lee beloze their eyes their wines and childzen defloured and 
defiled : But neighbours and kriendes, ifpou ſuffermee to luſtaine 
this iuiury, allure pourſelues pour ſtaffe ſtandeth next to the doꝛe, and 
locke no longer to be hulbands ouer pour wiues, and parentes ouer 
pour childꝛ en, chen it ſhall: pleaſe theſe tyꝛantes to giue pon leaue. 
Any eull at the firit entring in of it may eally be auoyded, but let one 
0) two peſiventes paſſe paciently without reliſting, and it will = 
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into a cuſtome; aud from thence to-a/lawe zand pon will neuer bee 
able after to ridpeurhandes of it. And ik your owne ſafety'dzire you 
not to ſut cour me, yet let my old peeres, my hoary heares, the honeſt 
poꝛt which J haue euer maintained, and the chait like ol my daugh⸗ 
ter, moue you to put to your handes to help rede ſſe my wong ,. By 
this time Appius was come to the iungement place, with a great 
treupe ol armed men, and ſeeing Virginius there contrary to his ex- 
pretation, and per cepuing no colour of law could cloud his doings, 
he ſet doume his owne wil fs2 a law, and ſaid he would defraud Mar- 
cus Claudius no longer ok his right: and ſeeing the maide was con⸗ 
uttted by pꝛoole and witnes to bee his bondmaid, he gaue ſentence 
that hee ſhould ꝓꝛeſently haue her awap; not uffering ber father to al⸗ 
leage anp thing foz her freedome. Virginiusſceing chis extreame 
dealing ot Appius, thꝛeatningly ſhoake his hands at him, ſaying A 
haue betrothed my danghter to Icilius, not to thee( O Appius) and I 
haue bzought her vp to be an honeſt maried woman, not thy harlotte. 
Tlhat, doeſt thou thinke vnder the pꝛetence ol bondage, to make her 
bound to thy beaſtlinelle $ Appius not regarding his railing, cauſed 
his officers to make the multitude giue place to Marcus Claudius, 
that he might quietly cary awan his bond maid, by realon whereof 
Virginia was left vopde ot helpe and reſcue: which her father per⸗ 
reyuing, and ſeeing bim ſelfe not able to deliner her ont or her 
enempes handes, to deferre the tyme hoping till foz helpe hee 
vled chis policy ; heedefired Appius het quightt ban his daughter 
alide;, and betweene Her wiſe aud her examyne the mattt⸗, that 
kit were founde hee were but her kaygned Father, hee migbt the 
mote willinglye depart with her. WMhiche heeing by Appius 
graunted, they chꝛee went alyde together; where Virginia fell 
a e bet knees: 5: and made this N ek n iq 
er i, | 00-5 C 

- Jpercrive coearefacher) it (8 moe winhone great cauſe thatthe 
2philoſoppers were of this opinion that che greateſt felicity is neuer 
to be bozne, x the ſecond, ſoone to die. Now ſeeing by vour mranes I 
ant depꝛited of the lirſt, Ibeleech vou by your mea nes let me inioy 
che ſecond: and to edunteruaile the luckleſſe and lotbſome life which 
voii haue giuen mee notichlafe to heſto w un me anhanaurable death. 
And as bn vour fatherly care Achaue continue a continent vir⸗ 
Bi hetherto, ſo by yout finthering dide pray peu let nee bs - 
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honeſt mapde pieſently ; lealf my lite hereafter, contaminate the 
commendation of my life heretaloꝛe. And ſeeyng Jean bee ns lon⸗ 
ger luffred to liue honeſtly, good father let mee diehonozablp : Foz 
an honozable death, is alwapes to bee pꝛeferred befoze an infamous 
life , of euils the leaſt is to bee choſen, and death of body is to bee 
counted a leſle cuill, then diſtruttion o body and ſoule. Ithinke J 
map by moꝛe right craue pour help herein, fox that partly by your 
ineanes Jam fallen into this extremitie, fo2 that you would 116d as 
gree tothe tonſummation of the mariage betweene Icilius ⁊ me, and 
howe poy can deliuer mee, but by deliuering mee to death, J ſee not, 
fo2 that your power is too weake to weake the wꝛong which is olle⸗ 
red mer, and pour force is too feeble to fence me from the fury ok my 
foes. Therefozelceing hee will needes haue my bydy (ſweete fa⸗ 
ther ) let him haue it dead chat J map not feele the filthineſſe which 
hee purpolech to koꝛte mee to. Her father melting into teares at her 
pitifull ſuite, carefully kiſling her, commended. her couragiong 
minde , rather:confirming her in her conftant couragiouſneſle, then 
vill wading her from her purpole . By this time the tirantes traine 
beeganto flocke about chem, to haue her away: which Virginius 
ſeeing, ſnatched a butchers knife from the hambels, and thꝛuſt 
therewith his daughter to the hart, ſaping, O daughter, by this on⸗ 
ly meane whereby Nmap; doe J make theefree, Icilius ſeeing hie 
ſpouſe thus ſpopled, ſpent no time in trifling teares, but by the helpe 
ok his father inlawe Virginius, pꝛolſetuted the matter ſo earneſtly 
againit Appius, chat he was thzowen into pꝛiſon, where foy ſhame ok 
his deede and dꝛead of delerued pmiihment; hee did himQife del. 
perately to deach :. 

Vo ſee here Gentlewomen, a moſt lamentable death of a moſt 
vertuons virgin, wherein you map note a noble minde in her to de⸗ 
ſyꝛe it, a ſtout courage in her father to doe it, and molt outragtous 
tyꝛanmp in Appius ta diue them to it: wherebp you map learne, that 
vertue and chaſtity is to ber pꝛeferred beefoze woꝛlde oꝛ wealch, bees 
fore friende oz father, beefoje loue oz lining, beefoze life 02 death. 
Thereloꝛe, if J were either in wit able, 02 otherwwpſe wozthp to giue 
pou counlayle, I would abuiſe pou to auoyde the traines of ſutch ty⸗ 
—— „to keepe pou outiof the ſighte of ſutoh ſeedluckers, and 
to flee from ſiuch Senes fornicatores: ſutch rauening wolues in 
Wan doing. are redieſt to venoure lurch weste nes 
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olde dogges euer bite ſoꝛeſt, ſutch grouity fo2 the moſt parte con⸗ 
tayneth molt incontinency . Foz if their luſt were not moze then 
outragious, either their great diſcretion woulde repzeſſe it, ets 
ther their many peeres would moztifie it, either they owne wiues 
would ſatiſfie it. But vſe of euull „maleth vs thinke it no abule, 
ſinnes oft aſſayed are thought to ber! no lime, and theſe grayheaded 
gamſters haue the habite of this miſchieke ſo deepely rooted in 
them, that concupilcence will frie their lieh till bꝛeath doe leaue 
their bodyes. | 

And as J would vou would auopde theſe olde pouthes in the 
way of wickedneſſe, lo ik my wiſhe might wield pour willes, vou 
ſhould neither meddle with them in the way ok mariage. Foz perfect 
loue can neuer be without equality, chere can be no good agreement 
of affections, where there is ſuch difference of yeeres, Can fire and 
water, can flowers and froſt, can warmth and winter, can mirth 
and melancholy agree together: No ſurelp Gentlewomen, but if you 
wil haue it ſo; J wil beleene this matter moueth vou nothing: Yet 
what ſay vou to another poynt, and that a moſt perilous point, when 
to impotencie ſhalbe added ielouſie ? This is a pil ok hard digeſſion,, 
this is a pil, which ikit be a litle chewed, it wil bee lo bitter, that 
vou will neuer bee able ta abide it. Foꝛ when ſutch an one call 
meaſure.yours deedes by bis owne deſire , and your life pꝛeſent 
by his owne life paſt , when hee ſhall thinke you to bee naught, 
bicaule hee himſelke hath been naught: good God how cloſely then 
will hee miew you vp? How carefully will hee looke to you? "How 
lothlomely will hee cloy yon with his company: Then wil you with. 
pou vmmaried, then wil you wiſh you hadmarted with a young man: 
with young men you ſhalbee ure to haue the dueties of mariage e⸗ 
uery way perfojmed:they wil loue, and not dote, they wil be zelous, x 
not ielous. And if your parentes in ſome curious oꝛ couetous reſpect 
goe about otherwiſe to diſpoſe of you, huumbly requeſt them you map 
chuſe where pou like, and linke where pou loue, that pou map bee, 
married to a man racher then money; to qupet rather then coyne: 
Outifully tel chem that ſuch p2eciſenes ol parents bzought Piramus 
and Thisbe to woful ende, Romeo and Iulietta to vntimely death, 
alm dzaue ee ne to murder * anne c daughter Vir- 
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7 Admetus ſonne to Atys king of Lybia, falling in loue with Al. 
ceſt, daughter to Lycabas king of Aſſur, who recõpenced him 
Vith ſemblable affection, are reſtrayned eche from other by 
their parents, but beeyng ſecretly married, wander in wilder- 
neſſes like poore pilgrimes . Atys ſhortly after dicth , where- 
of Admetus beyng aduertiſed, returneth with his wyfe, andi is 
eſtzbliſhed in the kingdome. Thedeſtines graunt him a dou- 
ble date of life, if he can finde one to die for him, which Alceſt 
her ſelfe performeth : for whoſe death Admetus moſt woful- 
ly lamenting , ſne was eftſoones by Proſerpina reſtoared to 
her life, and louer againe. 


Tis a ſaping no leſſe common then commonly pꝛotied true, that 
] Marriages are guided by deſkinte, and among all the contracts 
which concerne the life olf man, I thinke they only be not in our own 
power oꝛ pleaſure: which may plainely appeare by this, that when 
the choile ol lutch marriages doth chaunce vnto vs, as we our ſelues 
tan wich, when they may by their parents and friendes countenance 
vs, by their dowyy and potion pꝛolit vs, by their perſon and beautie 
pleaſure vs, by their vertue and perkection euery way place vs in pas 
radiſe: pet it is often ſeene that wee ſet little by them, neither make 
any account of ſutch pzofitable pꝛofers, but by a contrarie courſe of 
the heauens and deltines, are caried, as it were againſt our willes, 
ſome other way, and cauſed to ſettle in affection there, where heauen 
and earth ſeeme to withſtand our deſire, where friends frowne on vs, 
where wealth wants, where there is neither facilitie in purſuing, ne⸗ 
ther felicitie in poſſeſſing: which the hitozy which pot chall heare, 
ſhall maze playnely ſet fo2th vnto vou: 

There raigned in the Land of Lybia one Atys. „ who had fo his 
neighbour,"m19Ne neere then was necefſarp,one Lycabas King ofA(- 
ſur, which piinces rather coueting their neighbours-dominions,thZ 
contenting themlelues wich their owie, incroched eche one vpon 
others rpxht ; and continued continuall warre one agaynſt the other. 
But at length Arys, whether he were weeried and walted with wars 
v2 whether hee had occaſion to bend his foꝛce ſome other way, oz 
whether her were dilpoled to entet into league and amitis with his 
neyghbours, J kno we not but he ſent his owne ſonne Admetus ts 
Eycabasto p arlee of a peacg4 Now Lycabas eicher thinking he — 
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him at ſome aditauntage , eicher not minding to put vp iniuries bee⸗ 
fore receiued, would accept no conditions of peace, but by Admetus 
ſent his facher flat defiance ; So that the warre continued bee: 
tweene them in as great rage, as it had done the foꝛmer time of their 
raigne. But yet hate cauſed nst ſutch hoate ſkirmiſhes between the 
parents, but that loue fozced as fierce aſlaultes between the childzen, 
Fox it was ſo, that Lycabas had a daughter named Alceſt, who 
what time Admetus was in her fathers court to intreate ot peace, 
chaunced out at her chamber window to haue a light or him, and hee 
at the lame time happened to incounter a view ol her. And as ſmall 
dꝛops ofraine ingender great flooddes, and as of litle ſeedes grow 
great trees:ſo of this litle looke and ſight, grew ſuich great loue and 
delight, that deach it ſelk could not dillolue it. Fo2 as women bee ol 
delicate and fine mettall, and therfoze ſoone ſubiect to loue, ſo Alceſt 
after this lirſt ſight was ſo ouergone in good wil towards Admetus, 
chat ſhe fixed her only kelicitie, in framing in her fancte the fourme ok 
his face, and pꝛinting in her hart the perfection ol his perſon, And 
as nothing bꝛeedech bane to the body ſooner then trouble of minde: 
ſo ſhee perſenered ſo long in lutch penſiue paſſions , and careful cogi⸗ 
tations, chat her body was bꝛought ſo low fo? lacke of the ble offleepe 
and meate, that ſhee was faine to keepe her bed: and by reaſon that 
thee couertly concealed her griefe, it burned ſo furtoulip within her, 
that it had almoſt cleane cõſumed her away. Mer father ſeeing her in 
this heauy caſe , aſſembled al che learned Philitions he could learne 
of tn the country, who hating ſeene her, were all altogether igno⸗ 
rant ok her diſeaſe, and were at their wittes ende, what medicine 
to apply to her malady. Some thought it a conſiumption, ſome a bur⸗ 
ning feuer, ſome a melancholy humoz,fome one thing, ſome another. 
And her father exampning her how it held her, and what dileaſe ſhee 
thought it to bee: ſhe anſwered, that it was a ſickneſſe which it plea⸗ 
ſed God to ſend her, and that it was not in the helpe of Philicke ta 
heale her, but her healch was onely to bee had at Goddes handes. 
Moe Admetus on the other ſyde hauing the pꝛopher ol many pꝛin⸗ 
ces made him in the way of mariage, made very careleſſe account 
therof,and ſeemed in his minde to bee very angry with thole offers. 
And as the ſight of meate is very lothſome ta him whole ſtomacke 
is ill, oz hath alredy eaten his fill: ſo that litle ſight which bee had 
of Alceſt had fed his fancy la ful,thac to ſee, oꝛ ſo mutch ä 
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any other woman, was moſt greeuous bnto him. And notwichſtane 
ding the griping paine of loue, caufed ſome grafts ol greife to begin 
to growe inhis hart: pet by reaſon that he had the conducting of 
the army ropall vnder his father , hee was ſo buſily occupyed , that 
hee had no great leaſure to lodge any louing thoughtes within his 
bzeaſt. But lee howe the deſtinyes dealt co dziue this bargaine 
thozow , There arole a quarrell beetweene the two armpes, 
touchyng certapne poyntes wherein the lawe of armes was thought 
to bee b2oken , to decide whiche controuerſie, Admetus was ſent 
poſt to Lycabas, who litting by his daughters bed ſyde, had woowe 
bzought hym, that Admetus was come to the court, to impart 
matters of impoztance vnto hym , Nowe at chis inſtant there 
chaunced one of the Phiſitions to hold Alceſt by the arme to feele 
her pulles, and where beefoze they beat very feebly, as if ſhee 
had been redp to peelde to the ſommons of deach, ſhee no ſooner 
hearde that meſſage bzought vp to her father , but that her pul⸗ 
ſes beegan to beate with great fozce and liuelyneſſe: whiche the 
phitcion per ceyuing, perſwaded him ſelke hee had found the cauſe 
of her calamity ,but ko; moze aſſured p2oote he whiſpered the King 
inthe eare, deſiring him that Admetus might bee lent fo) thither, 
and there to make relation of his meſſage vnto him: which the 
King cauſed to bee done accozdingly, Admetus was no ſooner 
admitted into the chamber, but her pulſes beegan to beate againe 
with wonderfull (wiftneſſe,and fo continued all the while hee was in 
the chamber:whoſeeinghts lone in ſucch daungerofher life, though 
hee vnderſfood not the cauſe therof, yet hee call ſutch carefull counte⸗ 
nance towards her, that ſhee eaſely perceiued he did participate in 
paine with her, which made her caſt ſutch glaunces of goodwil tos 
wards him, that he eaſily vnderſfood it was fo2 his ſake ſhe ſuſtained 
ſutch ſozrow and ſickeneſle, But the feare of her father,who was his 
moꝛztal foe,and the vꝛgent necellitte ofhts affaires, foxced him to de⸗ 
part without manifelking vnto her the manifold goodwil he bare her. 
And though his departure were litle better then death to the damſel, 
pet fo2 that ſhee knew her loue to be incountred with like affection 
(wherok betoꝛe ſhe ood in doubt) ſhe began to dꝛiue away the darke 


clouds of diſpaire, and to ſuffer the bꝛight light ok hope to ſhine vpon 
her. Admetus being gone, the Philttion tooke the king aſide,x told 
him his daughters diſeaſe was not deriued ok aup viſtemperature = 
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the body, büt only ofthe diſqietnes ol the mind e to tel you the truth 
plainly (faith hee) it is only the kertrent affection ſhee beareth to that 
voung pꝛince Admetus pour enemte , that foꝝceth this feebleneſſe c 
Faintnelle in her: c told the king by what meanes he tried the truth 
therof, The king at theſe woꝛdes was marueilouſſy diſquieted, per⸗ 
{wading himſelk that it was lo in deed, x that Admetus on the other 
fide bare affection to his daughter, koꝛ that all the time of his talke 
with him, hee tontinually turned his eyes towardes her bed, and 
would oftencimes giue him anſweares nothing pertinent to the que⸗ 
ſtions which hee pꝛapoled vnto him, as hauing his cogitations con- 
nerſaunt in other matters. Upon this the king went to his daugh- 
ter, and as the Philition firſt miniſtreth to his pacient bitter pilles, 
and purgations to expell groſſe and ill humours, and then applyeth 
lenitines and reſtozatiues co bzeede and bzing againe good blood: 
ſobeefirvſed ſharpe thzeatnings bntoher, to expell the foꝛce and 
fury of her loue, and then vſed gentle perlwallons, to reſfozeher to 
her fymer helch and quiet of minde. But neyther the ſowꝛeneſſe of 
the one, neither the ſweetneſſe of the other, could pꝛeuaile: foy ſalues 
ſeldome helpe an ouerlong ſiffred ſoze, it is too late to ſhut the ſtable 
doze, when che ſteede is ſtolen, it booteth not to ſtop the bꝛeach, when 
the town is ouerflowen, it is to late to diſlodge loue out ok ones bꝛeſt, 
when it hath infected beefoze euery part of the body. Foz as ſows 
ning moxtikyech every member as peſtilenee infecteth' cuery parte, 
as poyſon pierſeth euerp vapne : ſo ue, if it bee not in tyme looked 
to, will bꝛing body and mynde to vtter confuſion, Foz this virgin 
was ſo vanquiſhed by loue, that ſhee neyther fozced her fathers faire 
woꝛdes, neyther feared his fierce thꝛeatnings, but tolde him playn⸗ 
lv, ſhee would not denye the lone ſhee bare Admetus, neyther could 
caſt out ol her mynde the liking ſhee had conceived of] him: and ther⸗ 
foze humbly cratted pardon, ie layth ſhee) it bee an offence to loue 
him honeſtly, which deſerneth it wizthflp, But her father in a kury 
flung from her, ſaying, the ſhould neuer inioy him with i ioy, and that 
Thee chould neuer find any moze fatherly furtherance at his handeg, 
then the greateſt enemie hee had. The yormg Paincefle perceiuing 
her fathers good wil thus alienated from her, tepoſed her only com⸗ 
okt and tonfidence in Admetus, hoping that he would ſtande her 
in ſteede of both a friend, phere, and kather: and with ag conuenient 
perde as thee could, wp ote a letter to 1 this end. | = 

ili. | 
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Ik ( maſt peerelelſe ppince)neceſſitie o loue had lawe „Imyght 
10 thought perchaunce to tranſgreſle the lawe and lymittes ol mo⸗ 
deſtie, in firſt giuing the onſet, whereas Jought not eaſely to haue 
peelded beeing aſſaulted. But ſeeing neceſſitieandlacke ofspsztit 
nitie, by reaſon of the rigourof the warres perchaunce cauſeth vou 
to conceale that which you would diſcouer, and vehement lcue-and 
feruentdeſire foxceth mee to diſcouer that whiche J choulde con⸗ 
ceale „J, thinke it leſſe offence by this meancs to ſupplye pour 
wante, and latiſfye myne owne deſpze, then, by ſtanding vppon 
the nyce termes of my Maydenly eſtate, toſuffer both of. vs to pine 
awap in paine,fo2 lacke ot beeing pziupe to eche others minde any 
purpoſe , Therefoze you ſhallvnderſtand, the cauſe ol my waiting: 
is this. TWhattinie pour good hap (J hope) was to be at my Fa⸗ 
thers court, I did perceyue (if deſire to haue it ſo, did not deceyue 
mee) that pour affection was great towardes mee, and that vou ſee 
med not a litle to bee pinched with my paine: to eaſe you of whiche 
griefe, I thought it my dutye to certefye you, that the certapne 
hope whiche I! thereby concepued of your loue and gpod will, did 
-peſentlye reſtoze mee to perfect health: And further to let you vn⸗ 
derſtand, that che only cauſe of my lickeneſſe was, the firlt ſighte 
which had ol you, and the diſpaire that J ſhould neuer be fo foꝛtu⸗ 
nate as to obtapne vou. Mom as the ſame hand which did hurt 
mee, did helpe mee: ſo if Jhane any way wounded you, I ſhall bee 
readye to make you what plapſter it pleaſe vou to heale pour hurt. 
And indging the ſinceritie of your minde by the cleereneſle of 
mine owne conſcience, I commit mp ſelfe wholp into your hands, 
pꝛeſuming thus far ok pour perfect loue towardes mee, that vou 
will not any way ſeeke the diſperagement ok mine honour ( which 
Tholde karre moze deere then loue oz life) but accepte mee foz 
pour lawfull and laying Spouſe , and that waye you onelye and et 
 anp time ſhall diſpoſe ofmee at your pleaſure, Mp Father by ill 
foztune hath found out our loue, and ſtozmeth greatlye thereat, ſa 
chat Athinke his haggard harte is by no meanes to bee reclaimed: 
But I thinke indirect dealing by the Daughter may be vled, when 
the Father by rage rather then reaſon is ruled. Therefozeif 
vou thinke ſo good, J will ſecretlie conteigh my ſelfe to what 
place you will haue mee, but A committe this matter to your wil⸗ 
donie, and mp ſelle to pougremapning pours onely and cuer, Alceſt, 


Now 
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Now Admetus euer after his returne krom the tourt of Lyca-: 
bas, was dziuen into ſutch dolefull Dumpes; and gouerned his 
charge ol men with ſutch heauie cheere, that his father examining 
him very ſtreictlye of the cauſe thereof , infozced him to confeſle 
his caretull caſe, TQhiche hee no ſooner hearde , but hee foozth-' 
with diſcharged him of his charge, ſaying, hee was fitter to bee 
one of Cupids carpet captaines; chen to marche vnder the man⸗ 
Iye enſigne of Mars, and: that hee would haue no ſutche lalciui⸗ 
dus Knights in his armp. Foz (ſaych he) ik anye parte of the bo⸗ 
dye bee putrified,it mult bee cutte of foz feare ol infecting che whole 
body: And tolde him plapuly,, if hee went fowarde wich his fal-. 
Iv, hee would neuer take him faz his Sonne; neither ſhould hee euer. 
ſucceede in the kingdome by his conſent. The voung pꝛince 
withdewe himſelle out of his Fathers pꝛeſence, and gotte him ta 
his Pauilion oꝛ Tente, where hee was no ſooner ſadly ſette downe, 
but hee was pꝛeſented by a truſtie Meſſenger with the Letter of 
Alceſt, which ſo ſoone as hee had read, hee ſeemed ta bee rapt into 
the third heauen: but conſidering on the ocher ſide the difficultie 
ofreaping tho fruices of his loue, and weighing che perillpkhis fa⸗ 
thers diſpleaſure, hee was thzowen into the deepeſt Dungeon ob 
ell. And as u Boate bozne by the Tide agaynſt the Minde, 
celeth double koꝛte, and is compelde to peelde bath to Minde and 
Waue : ſothis: young Mince, beeing dꝛiuen by the ſoꝛee at lous, a: 
gainſt the mindt and pleaſure or his Facher, ſelfe double dolor, 
and waz tozmented with both. But at length L oue gatte the: 
victoz ix, and all other doubtes Taſt aſide, hee returned his Miſtres 
nn e eee 
ho was ener exalted to the higheſt degree of happineſle , and 
dꝛiuen to the deepeſt extremitie ok eulll at once but J who e⸗ 
uer-flooziſhed tu felteitte, and faded in milery together, but I'+who; 
was euer placed in Paradiſe, and plunged in perplexitie ioputly, 
but A: m Htauen it ſelle canngt peel mee better bliſſe chen 
the conſent or pour good will and loue (maſt peerleſſe Youre Aka: 
pyinoely peere) aud hell it ſelle tannot y3elde mee moze bitter bale, 
then; tobe. deſtitute al mi ame to intone the fyuites of pour ga. 
uajzanbendfitcofunm: botutivs;s Af Grefas cn and offered 
wealhbis edith Alexander elne me „% wipe, if kund cum 
fran emen with her Kingdoms v Ralas wich her mae 
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07 Venus with her Helen, allure thy ſelfe lweete Mitres) that ney⸗ 
ther any one ol chem, neither all of them together, ſhould be ſo — 
fully oꝛ gladly receyued of mee, as the pzofer which pour Letters 
haue made mee. And canſt thou(deare wench)pzeferre my lone bes 
foze chine oume life, my pleaſure befoze thy fathers diſpleaſure, my 
conteritmens befoze chyne owne commoditie : And ſhall any doubt 
ol daunger dꝛiue me from the dutie which J ought to doo vnto thee: 
No, let facher kret, let kriendes frowne, let liuing be loſt, let kingdom 
bee made from mee, let hap what hap will. thou haſt pꝛomiſed to bee 
myne, and J pꝛoteſt by the heauens tu bee thine, What though the 
Ring your kather bee greatly incenled agaynſt mee, what care J fox 
any mant krindſhip, it J have pour fauour : What though the ways 
vnto ytu boe long and daumgerous : What paſſe J to paſſe a thou- 
lande perils to pleaſure von? What though myne enempes lye in 
wapte fo) mee: Ahat weigh J to be hewen in an hundꝛed peeces in 
pour pꝛeſence; Pea it I had a choufand liues;J thinke the looling of 
them all, litle penough to tequite the great good will and curteſie 
pda haue chewed mes. But mee thinkes Theatre voti lay, the ſpen⸗ 
ding oz olle ol my lyfey vs the greateſt lofſe and euill that pollibly 
tan happen vnto pou, and therefoze I muſt take heede hom Jhazard 
it. Mell J will(ſweete wench) pꝛeſerue my lyfe only to ſerue thee, 
and the care J hae ol vou, hall cauſe me to haue care ot my ſelle. 
But touching the comieigh ok our aflayzes, J am at my wits ende 
which waye to werke: fo) if pour father chafe at this matter, myne 
ragech and ſloznieth, and watcheth mee fo narrowly, chat not lo much 
ag my lob kes bitt he lodketh to them. But J will eale him ol this la⸗ 
bour ere it bee long, loꝛ thislyfe J am not able to indure long: ven 
had rather lle with you in moſt miſerp (i he may pollibly be mi⸗ 
ſerable that inidyeth ſutch a ie wel ag vou are) then here in moſt hap⸗ 
pinelle (which ol me is not to bee had wichaut you) therefoze way⸗ 
wary'foztine hach only lef vs chis way if it ple ale pom ſu mueth to 
diſhonour your ſee, x to doo me ſo mutch honour; as merte me the 
tenth of this monech at che Chappell of Diana, ſtanding as pott 
knotd lixs leagues from pvu fathers court, J will chere God willing 
miete yu, ard u preist wich mer to mateie va which doone, we will: 
chi ditt elfes intd Pligrinits appatett;anvſoviſgeiiſev indite to- 
gether liteh k aach dees n aſleme ts. Naw tas tllthent 
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Nowſeethe valiancneſſe ofa virgin, oz rather conſider the foxce 
ok loue, which maketh the weake ſtrong, the witlelle wiſe, the ſim⸗ 
ple ſubtill, yea and the moſt cowards, moſt couragious. Foz the 
day pꝛeſcribed in the letter of Admetus beeyng come, the poung 
pꝛinceſſe beefoze day attired her ſelfe in one or her Pages apparell, 
and trudged out ok the citie, as il ſhee had been ſent to the Campe 
on ſome meſſage : and ſo faſt as her faynte legges (but ſtrength⸗ 
ned by loue) could cary her, ſhe haſted chozow the deſart and ways 
leſſe woods to this foꝛloꝛne chappell, where che God whom ſhee 
onely honoured , was redye to receiue her: Uho though at the 
firſt hee knewe her not, but thought ſhee had been Cupid oz Mer- 


cury fallen from the heauens, yet at length by her louing lookes | 
caſt vpon hym, he knewe who it was, and imbꝛacing her faſt in his 


armes, (aid, It Iupiter (\weete wench) ſhould ſee thee in this Pas 
ges apparel, no doubt but he would foꝛgoe his Ganymedes, and 
take thee vp into heauen in his ſteede. O molt ſoueraigne Lady 
and miſtres, what ſeruice ſhal I euer be able to doo vou, which may 
counteruayle this kindnelle: What dutie can be a due recompence 
to this goodwyl: If J by any meanes can quite this courteſie, f 
neuer doubt to be deemed vngrateful while J lyue. But accept 
(good Lady) I beleeche pot, that which is in me to perfourme, 
which is the faithfulleſt hart chat euer was vowed to Lady: which 
when it ſwarueth from you, let the toꝛmentes of Tantalus , Tytius, 
Siſiphus, and all the rukull route ok hel be heaped vpon me. Alceſt 
hearing hym ſo earneſt, laid. 

Fewe woozdes (moſt woꝛthy Hꝛince) are penough to wyn cre⸗ 
dite to a matter alredy beleeued: fo onely vpon confidence of your 
conſtant and faithfull hart cowardes me, Jhaue thus vnaduiſedly 
aduentured myne honour, as ou ſee, deliring you not niſterly to 
thinke of this my attempt, being boldened therto by the great loue 
which J beare towardes you, and by the lopaltie which J looke foꝛ 
ok you towardes me. Ah (faith Admetus) if I ſhould make any 
vll interpꝛetation of pour vertuous loue and ſincere affection tows 
ardes me, IJ were the verpeſt villaine on earth, koz take God to 
witneſſe, J take your foꝛwarde wyll foz ſutch friendly goodwyll, 
that J doubt my delertes wil neuer be able ſo to anſweare therto, as 
IJdeſire. But here he aptly ended his talke vpon her mouth, and 


they entred into lutch pꝛiuie conference , their lyppes being ioyned 
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moſt ccloſely together, that I tan not repozt the meaning of it vnto 
pou, but i it pleaſe one pf you to leane hitherward a litle, J wil ſhew 
pou the manner of it. Now hauing cõtinued ſome time therin. they at 
the length entred into the temple, where the mariage atcozding 
to the ſacred rites was ſolemnly celebzated : which done, they 
entred into a pooze cotage, in ſleede of a pꝛincelp pallace, toys 
ning to tbe temple, where long they durſt not tarp fox feare ofap⸗ 
pꝛehenſion by poſtes which purlved them, Therfoze putting on 
their pilgrimes apparrell, they went hand in hand, x harte in harte, 
waylfully, and wilfuliy wandzing out of their own natiue ccuntry, to 
au9ide their parentes puniſl ment and diſpleaſiire, See gentle⸗ 
women the lamentable lots of loue, which dzare two princes from 
they? pleaſant pallaices, from cheir flouriſhing kriendes, from 
their traine of ſeruauntes, from their ſumptuous fare, from their 
goꝛgeous garments, from varietie ok delightes, from ſecure cuict- 
neſſe, yea from heauenly happineſſe, to wilde wildernefle, to defart 
dens, to carefull caues, to hard cheere with hawes and hipps, to pil 
crimes pelts, to perill of ſpoyling, to daunger of deuouring, to mi⸗ 
ſerie of minde, to affliction of body, yea to helliſh heauines, O piti⸗ 
leſſe parentes, to peter their owne hate befoze their childzens lone, 
their owne diſpleaſures, befoze their childzens pleaſure, to foꝛget 
that themlelues were once ycung and ſubiect to loue, to meaſure the 
firy flames of youth,by the dead coales of age, to gouerne their chil⸗ 
dꝛen by their owne luſt which now is, not which was in times paſt, 
to ſeeke to alter their naturall affection from their childzen vpon ſo 
light a cauſe, ſhewing themlelues rebels to nature, to indeuour to 
bndoe the deſtenies, and dilappoint the appointment ofthe goddes, 
chewing themſelnes traitours to the goddes, But the one ok them, 
the father of Admetus, reaped the iuſt reward of his rigour: Fox 
he, after the departure of his ſcnne,tooke the matter very heanilp,a- 
bar doned all pleaſures, auoyded all company, and ſpent moſt part 
ofhis time in dilcourſing with himſelfe in this ſoꝛrowfull ſozt, 

Ik nature, by the diuine pꝛouidence of God, did not moue vs to the 
maintenance of mankinde, ſurely the charge of childꝛen is ſutch a 
heaup burden, that it would feare men from entring into the holy 
ſtate of matrimony, Foz to omit che inconueniences of their infan- 

tp, which are ink nite, when they dzawe once to mans eſtate, what 
time they ſhould bee a ay to our ſaggering ſtate, good God 2 
troubles 
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troubles doe they coxment vs with + What cares doe they con⸗ 
ſume vs with + Uhat.anoyes doo they afflict our olde peeres 
withall $ They lap, wee are renewed and reuiued as it were in our 
offp2ing, but wee may ſaye, wee die dayly in thinking ol the del⸗ 
perate deedes ot our childzen, And as the ſpider feeleth, it her web 
be pꝛict but with the point ola pin: ſo ik our childꝛen be touched but 
with the leaſt trouble that is, wee feele the foꝛce of it to pierce vx 
to the hart, But how wel this tender care is by them conſidered, a⸗ 
las it maketh my hart bleed to thinke ; Ik wee looke fo2 obedience 
ol them, and that they ſhoulde follow our counlayle in the conueigh 
of their affaires, why, they thinke wee doate, and that their owne 
wits are far better then ours: Ik wee warne them to be wary and 
chzikty, they thinke it p2oceedech rather of couetouſneſſe then of 
kindenes: If wee pꝛouide them no martages, it is bicauſe wee 
wil departe with no liuing to them: Jf wee perſwade them to mari⸗ 
age, it ts bicauſe wee would haue them fozſake all good felowſhip, 
and line like clownes in the countrey by the Plowe tayle: It wee 
perſwade them to learning, it is that they might line by it wich⸗ 
out our charge: Tf wee perſwade them to one wife rather then az 
nother, it is bicaule the one is ritcher then the other: Ik wee looke 
ſeuerely on them, wee loue them not: Ik wee vſe them kamili⸗ 
arly, wee feede them with flattery, bycauſe wee will giue them 
litle: and ſo of all our louing dooings, they make thele leud deuiles, 
pea when wee haue bzought them vp with great care and coſte, 
when wee haue trauailed all our time by ſea and by land, early and 
late, in paine and in peril, to heape vp treaſure fo2 them, when wee 
haue by continuall tayle ſhoꝛtned our owne liues, to lengthen and 
inlarge their liuinges and poſſeſſions, pet if wee ſuffer them not 
to ropt and to riot, to ſpill and ta ſpople, toſwathe and to lathe, 
to lend and to ſpende, yea and to followe the fury of their owne 
fcanticke fancies in all things, this fo2{:oth is our recompence,thep 
wiſh an end ok our lines to haue our liuings. Alas a lamentable 
caſe, why hath not nature cauſed laue to aſcend as well as deſcend: 
Why hath thee indued the Stoꝛke with this pꝛopertie, to feede his 
damme, when ſhce is olde, and men with ſutch malice, to wiſh 
their parents death when they are aged: But I ſpeake perchaurce 
ok mine o vne pꝛoper griefe,God foꝛbid it (ſhould be a common caſe, 
fo) m ſonne (Ah why doo J call him lonne) hath not only wicht 
3 55 "Nil | my 
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my death, but wonght it. Dee knew he was mp onely delight, hee 
knew J could not line, hee beeing out ol my light, hee knew his del⸗ 
perate diſobedience would dziue mee to a deſperate death, And 
could hee ſo mutch doate ofa light damſell, to force ſo litle of his 
louing father? Alas, a wife is to bee p2eferred befoze father and 
friend, But had hee none to fixe his fancy on but the daughter of 
my molt furious foe * Alas, lone hath no reſpect of perſons, Pet 
was not my good will and conſent to bee craued therin $ Alas, hee 
ſaw no poſſibility to obtaine it. But now alas J weuld graunt my 
good wil, but now alas it is to late: his feare of my furp, is to great 
euer to bee found, his fault is to great, euer to looke mee in the face 
moꝛe, and mp ſoꝛrowe is to great, euer to bee ſalued. And thereups 
on got him to bed, and in fine dayes ſpace his natural moyſture with 
ſecret ſoꝛrowe was ſo ſoken away, that hee could no longer continue 
his careful life, but yeelded willingly to deſired death. So it pleaſed 
God to pꝛouide fo2 the pooze pugrimes, who hauing paft many a 
fearefull fozreſt and daungerous delart, were now come tothe ſea 
ſhoare, minding to take ſhip, and trauell into vnknowen coaſtes, 
where they might not by any meanes bee knowne , and beeing on 
ſhip bode, they heard the maiſter of the ſhip make repo2t that Atys 
king ofthe Lybyans was dead. Wherentpon Admetus deſired to 
bee ſet on ſhoare agatne, and diſſembling the cauſe thereof, pꝛeten⸗ 
ded ſome other matter, and got to the next towne , where with the 
mony and tewels hee had about him, hee furniſhed him ſelfe and his 
lady with the beſt apparell could bee pꝛouided inthe towne, and 
with ſitch a trayne of men as he coulde there take vp: which done, 
hee made the greateſt expedition hee coulde vnto his owne coun⸗ 
try, where hee was ropally receiued as pꝛince, and ſhozely after 
toyfully crowned King. And beeing quietly ſetled in the regall 
ſeate , hee pꝛeſently diſpatched Ambaſſavours to Lycabas his 
fathers foe, and his father in law, whoſe ambaſſade contained theſe 
two poyntes, the one to intreat a peace fo2 his people, the other 
to craue a pardon foꝛ his wike: who willingly graunted both the 
one and the other, wherby hee now lined in great quiet and tranqui⸗ 
licy, A meruaplous mutabylity offoztune, which in the fpace of a 
moneth could bꝛing him from happy top to heaup annoy, and then 
from ann oy agatne, to greater top then his fozmer toy, Foz as 
the lunne, hauing ben long time ouerwhelmed with darke ke? 
1 when 
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when it hath banniſhed them from about it, ſeemes to ſhyne moze 
bꝛightly then at any time beekoze: ſo the ſtate and condition ok this 
pꝛince, hauing been couered with the cloudes ok care, now it was 
cleared ol them, ſeemed moze pleaſaunt and happy then at any time 
befoze, And verely, as ſharpe ſauce gives a good taſte to iweete 
meate, ſo trouble and aduerſitie, makes quietnes c pꝛoſperitie karre 
mote pleaſaunt, Foz hee knoweth not the pleaſure of plenty, who 
hath not felt the paine of penury, hee takes no delight in meate, 
who is neuer hungry: hee careth not fo2 eaſe, who was neuer trou⸗ 
bled with any diſeaſe. But notwithſtanding the happy life of 
this pꝛince, albeit hee abounded in as great ritches as hee requi⸗ 
red, albeit hee had as many kingdomes as he coveted, albeit 
hee had ſutch a wife as hee wiſhed fo}, yea and intoyed all things 
which either God could giue him, koꝛtune further him to, oz na⸗ 
ture beſtow vpon him: yet to ſhew that there is no ſunne ſhineth lo 
bꝛight, but that cloudes may ouercaſt it, no ground lo good, but that 
it bꝛingeth koꝛth weeds as wel as flowers, no king lo ſurely garded, 
but that the gamelſome Goddeſle foztune will at leaſt checke him, if 
not mate him, no ſtate ſo plentifull in pleaſure, but that it is mixed 
with paine: hee had ſome weedes of wo which began to grow vp 
amongſt his flowers of felicity, and ſome chippes of ſozy chaunce 
did light in the heape of his happyneſſe. Yea foztune pꝛeſented 
her ſelfe once agayne vpon the ſtage, and ment to haue one fling 
mote at him. For this pyince,poſſeſſing ſutch a pleaſant life, tocke 
great delight in good houle keeping, and gaue ſutch good entertain: 
ment to ſtraungers, that his fame was far ſpꝛed into foxrain coun⸗ 
tries: yeatherumo? thereof reached to the ſkies, in ſo mutch that 
Apollo(as the Poets repoꝛt) hauing occaſion to deſcend from hea⸗ 
uen to the earth , went to lee the entertainement of Admetus, who 
was ſo royally receiued by him, that the God thought good with 
ſome great kindneſſe to requite his great curteſie, And as Phile- 
mon and Bucis, foꝛ their harty houſe kceping, were pꝛeſerued by 
the goddes from dꝛowning, when all che country and people be⸗ 
ſides were ouerflowen: ſo the God Apollo ment to pꝛeſerue his 
life, when al his conntrey and people then lyuing, ſhould lie ful low 
in their graues, and of the diſtinies ol death obtained thus much fox 
him, chat ik, when the time and terme ok his natural life dꝛewe to an 
ende, any coulde be found, who would willingly die and loole their 
Mui. þ owne. 
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one like ko him, he ſhould begin the courſe ok his like agatne, and 
contimie on earth another age, 5 

Now when the time of his naturall life Dew to an ende, there 
was diligent inquirie made who would bee content to abzidge their 
owne dayes, to pꝛolong their pinces life, And firft the queſtion was 
put to his frienves (who were neereſt to them ſelues) then to his 
kinſtolke ( whole loue was aſmutch of cutome as of kindnelle) chen 
to his ſubiectes (whole affection was as mutch to2 feare as foꝛ fa⸗ 
uour)then to his ſeru umts ( who thought their like as lweete as their 
map der did his) chen to his childzen ( who thought it reaſon that 
as their father did trÞT enter into this lite, ſo hee ſhould tirſt depart 
out of this life ) fo that there could none be found ſo franke ol their 
life, to ſec this pꝛince free from the fozce of death. Now Al- 
ceſt ſeeing the death of her deare huſband dꝛaw neere, and know: 
ing her owne like without his life and loue would bee but lochſome 
vnto her, of her owne accozde offred her lelke to bee ſacrificed foz 
her hulbandes lake, and to halten her owne death, to pzolong his 
like. O loyal louing wife, O wight good penough koꝛ God him lelke: 
And pet had thee a huſband good yenough fox her ſelfe, fo2 hee lo: 
ued her lo intirelp, that though by looling her hee might haue gat- 
ned like long time, pet would hee not by any meanes conlent to her 
death, ſaying, without her like, his life word bee mote greeuous 
vnto him then a thoulande deathes, But (hee perlwaded with him 
againſt her ſelfe al that ſhe could, laying, J would not (O peereleſle 
pꝛince) you ſhould take the matter ſo kindly at mp hands, as though 
foꝛ your ſake only J offced vp my lile, foꝛ it is in deede the commo⸗ 
dity of your country and mine owne, beeing vnder peur doninton, 
which dꝛiueth mee hereto „knowing mp ſelke vnable to gouerne 
them, you being gone. And conſidering the daply warre, the ſpoyle⸗ 
full waſtes, the bloody blaſtes, the treublelome ftrife, which your 
realme is ſubiect to, I thought you had not loued mee lolitle,as to 
leaue mee behinde por, to beare on my weake backe ſutch a heauy 
burden, as Ithinke Atlas him ſelfe could ſcerie ſuſtaine. Againe, 
conſidering that death is but a fleeting from one life into another, x 
that from a moſt miſerable life to a moſt happy life, vea from ba'e to 
bliile, from care to quiet, from urgatoꝛy ta Paradile , J thought 
you had not enuied mee ſo mutch, as to thinke mee vnwooꝛthy of it. 
Doo pou not know that Cleobis and Byton had death beſtowed on 
them, as the belt gifce which God could deniſe to giue them? and 
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doe ytu thinke it can doe mee harme, eſpecially feeing J may ther⸗ 
by doe you good: Alas ſu ee: wife (ſapthAdmetus) this pour pie⸗ 
w is vnpꝛolitable, which ts ſubtect to ſo many perils, But if death 
bee ſo good (good wife) let mee inioy it, who am intopned to it, and 
to whom onely it will be geod,fo2 death is onely goed to mee, to 
whom it is giuen, not to pou, who are not appointed to it: F092 it is 
not lawfull foꝛ any to leaue this life without ſpeciall permiſſion of 
the Goddes, And as in our court it is lawful fo2 none to haue ac⸗ 
ceſſe vnto vs, vnleſſe by vs he be ſent foꝛ: fo, neither is it lawfuil fox 
any to appeare befoze the heauenly thꝛone, vnleſle by the Goddes he 
be ſimmoned: neither will death be ſo eaſy to ycu as to mee, whole 
nature is apt to yceide vnto it. Fox. you ſee fruite which is not ripe, 
will ſcarce with ſtrength be toꝛne from thetrec, wheras that which 
is ripe, kalleth eaſely of it owne accoꝛd : Therkoꝛe (good wife) giue 
mee leaue to die, to whom it wilbe onely good and eaſy to die. Why 
ſweet huſband (ſaith ſhe)the God Appollo allowed any that would 
to die foꝛ peu, otherwiſe to what purpoſe was that which he obtay⸗ 
ned of che deſtinies foꝛ you: And koꝛ the vneaſines ol death, nothing 
can be vneaſy oꝛ hard vnto a willing hart. But bicaule pour plea- 
{ure is ſo, I am cõtent to continue my careful life, and with ſozrowe 
to ſuruiue you. And ſo left her huſbande, and went pꝛiuily to the Aul⸗ 
ter, and offred by her ſelfe to death, to pꝛolong her hulbandes life, 
CU hich when the king knew, he would pꝛeſently haue ſpoyled him 
ſelfe, but his handes had not the power to doe it, fo) that by the de⸗ 
cree of the deitinies he muſt now of foꝛce liue another age on earth. 
CUhich when he law, hee filled the court with ſutch pitiful wayling, 
ſutch bitter weeping, ſutch helliſh houling, that it peatled the hea⸗ 
uens, and.mooued the gods to take remoꝛſe on his miſery, And Pro- 
ſerpine the goddeſle ok hell eſpecially pitying the parting ok this lo⸗ 
ting couple (koꝛ that ſhe her ſelfe knew the paine of parting from 
kriendes, being by Dys ſtolen fromher mother Ceres nut life into 
his wife agatne,and with ſpeed ſent her vnto him. Who being cer: 
tified hereof in his Leepe, earely in the moming waited faz her come 
ming, and ſeing her come a far ot, he had much ads to kepe his loule 
in his body frõ fleing to meet her. Being come, he recenied her as 
toyfully,as ſhe came willingly, and ſo they liued long time together 
in molt contented happineſſeQ.. | 
This ſcemeth ſtraunge vnto pou (Gentlewonien) that awoman 
ould die, and then liue . 44an6 but the meaning ol it is 2 
ak 


96 Admetus and Alceſt. 
that you ſhould die to your ſelues, and liue to pour hulbandes, that 
por ſhould count their life pour life, their death pour deſtructiõ, that 


vou ſhould not care to diſeaſe your ſelues tu pleaſe them, that ou 
ſhould in all thinges frame pour ſelues to their fancies, that if 


you ſee them diſpoſed to mirth, your ſhould indeuour to bee plea- 


ſaunt : it they bee ſolemne, you ſhould. bee lad: if they hard, vou ha⸗ 
ting : ik they delight in haukes, that pou ſhould love Spanniels: 
ifthep hunting, vou houndes:ik they good company,you good houſes 
keping: ik they be haſtie, that pou ſhuld be pacient: ifthey be telous, 
that you ſhould lay aſide al light lookes: if chey frowne , that you 
feare: it they ſmile, that you laugh: ik they kiſſe, that you cleepe, oꝛ 
at leaſt giue them two fo one: and ſo that in all things you ſhould 
contoꝛme pour ſelues to theit contentation: ſo ſhall there bee one 
will in two mindes, one hart in two bodies, and two bodies in one 
fleſh. Me thinkes Jheare my wiſh, wich mee lutch a wite as Jhaue 
ſpoken ok. Uerely (good wiſh) pou wiſh pour wealth great wealch, 
and God make mee woozthy of ou with, and pour wiſhe, and if J 
might haue my wiſh, Jam perſwaded you ſhould haue your wiſh, 


But i J bee ſo good a huſband as Admetus was, if I fozgoe fa- 


ther, kriendes, and liuing, if J be content to chaunge top koꝛ annop, 
court foꝛ care, pleaſure fo pilgrimage fo2 my wiues, ſake, if N had 


rather die my ſelfe then ſhee ſhould, if ſhee being dead, with 


maurnfull cries J mone the Gods toratſe her to life againe , J 
ſhall thinke my ſelfe woozthy ofſo good a wife as Alceſt was, 
IJ ſhall hope to haue a wife, who with Cleopatra will ſting her 
ſelfe ta death with ſerpentes , at the death ol her Antonius, who 
with Hylonomo will ſlap her ſelfe at the death of her Cyllar, who 
with Synger will vaniſh away into aire fo2 the lolle of her Picus, 
yo who with Alceſt will bee content ta lole her life to pꝛeſerue her 
Admetus, | | 


Scilla and Minos. 


G Scilla, daughter to Niſzs kyng of Alcathoc, diſdeynfully reiec- 
ting the hable ſuit of Iyhis, a young gentleman of her fathers 
Court, beco nmeth vnaduiſedly amorous of kyng Minos, 
her fathers and countreys mortall foe , lying in ſiege about 


the 
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the Citie. To whom by the counſayle of Pandarina ſhee be- 
trayeth her father, in ſtealing away his golden heare , and 
preſenting it vnto Minos in token of her loue, whiche hee 
reprochfully reie&eth , And being imbarked to departe 


homewardes,ſhee aſlayeth to ſwim after hym, and is drow- 
ned in the Sea. 


Any are of opinion that the vertues ol loue are very many , and 
| chat it is offozce to reduce vs from ſauageneſſe to ciiulneſſe, 
from folly to wit, from conetoulneſle to liberalitie, from clowniſh⸗ 
neſle to courtlineſſe,yea from al vice to al vertue. But ifthe effectes 
thereof be rightly conſidered, J ſee not but that we may moꝛe iult⸗ 
ly ſay that the inconueniences of loue bee infinite, and that it bzin- 
geth vs from modeſtie to impudencie, from learning to leaudneſſe, 
from ſtayed firnmeſle to ſtaggering fickelneſle, from liberalitie to 
podigalicie,from warineſle co wilfulnefle, from good behautour to 
diſloluce liuing, from reaſon to rage, pea from all goodneſle to all vas 
nitie. As map be iuſtilied by the. Goddes themſelues, by the godli⸗ 
eſt men that euer were, by the wileſt men that euer were, and by 
the valianteſt men that euer were, who by loue haue been bꝛought 
to moſt outragious impietie, to moſt extreme folly, and moſt vile 
billany. But Gentlewomen, bycauſe moſt of you be maydes ( 
meane at leaſt taken ſo)J. will manifeſt vnco vou che miſchiele of 
loue, by the example of a mayde, in that eſtate(chough I hope not e- 
uery may) like vnto pour ſelues, chat admontſhed thereby , you may 

auoyde the like inconuenience in pour ſelues. 
Therefo2e you ſhall vnderſtand, that ouer the Towne Alcathod 
raigned one Niſus, who had to daughter a damſell named Scilla, a 
pꝛoper ſweete wenche, in goodlinelles, a goddeſſe, in ſhape, Venus 
her ſelke, in ſhewe a ſaynt, in perkection of perſon peereleſſe: but iu 
deedes a daintie dame, in manners a mercileſſe mayde , and in 
wozkes a wilfull wenche, as by her like pou ſhall perceiue. Fo2 there 
was atcendantvpon her father in his court a pꝛoper pouth, named 
Iphis, who, as the freſheſt colours ſooneſt fade tye hue, and as the 
fineſt mettals ſooneſt bꝛeake, ſo the moze noble blood he came of, 
and the finer wit he was indued wichall, the ſooner was he made 
thꝛall and ſubiect to loue: and the moꝛe couragious minde hee had, 
che moze haughtie conqueſt did hee indeuour to ai Fon bee⸗ 
| Ch png 
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ing in the daily light ok Scilla, he began firmely to fixe his fond kan⸗ 
cy bpon her kyne face. And by reaſon of his poung peeres, being 
i gnoꝛant that vnder moſt greene graſſe, lie moſt great ſnakes , and 
vnder intiling baytes, intangling hookes, he bit ſo greedyly at the 
baite ok her beautie, that he ſwallowed downe the hooke of hatefull 
hurte, and hurtkull heauinelle to his harte. But lyke a man hee 
ſought meanes to ſubdue his ſozrowe, and to vanqniſh this virgin: 
and ſirſt like a baſhfull young man, hee ſolicited his ſuite by pitifull 
lookes,thinking thereby to let her underſtand his delire. But thee 
on the other ſide perceiuing his intent, calt coy countenannces vpon 
him, to dꝛiue him to diſpayꝛe :ſo that where bekoze his owne baſh⸗ 
fulneſſe kept him krom dilcouering his purpole , nowe her coynelle 
Lauled him ta couer it, Pet extreme loue dꝛaue him to this extreme 
| ſhift, he imparted his purpoſe to an Uncle of his, a noble man of 
great countenaunce in the Court, humbly deſiring hun, either by 
counſaile, coũtenance, paine, oꝛ policie, to ſtand him in ſome ſtead to 
the attayning ok his purpole. His Uncle grauely aduiled him to a | 
uoyd ſutch vanitie t not to attempt any lurch enterpꝛile, whereby he 
ſhould incurre the kings diſpleaſure, and per conſequens his owne 
bndooing , But he told this tale to one that had no eares to heare, foꝛ 
the deepeneſſe ofhis loue, cauſed dearnelle in him to heare any thing 
which might helpe to heale his harebzaind head, fo2 fozwarde he 
would wich his folly, whatſoeuer came ol it. The olde Gentleman, 
ſeeing his vnaduiſedneſſe, tolde him he would fo farre as hee durſt, 
feele the fancie of the young Pꝛinceſſe, and thereby he ſhoulde per⸗ 
ceyue hom lykely he were to pꝛeuaple in his purpoſe , And hauing 
conuenient time he fell to ſikting her thoughtes in this lot. 

Fapꝛe Lady, we haue letters come krom the Court, contayning 
this newes, that two oz thzee young Pꝛinces haue directed their 
courle into hi is Countrey,to ſec and aſſay pou in the way of marri⸗ 
age: wherein J doubt not but you will deale ta the kinges maie⸗ 
ſties contentation, and to our Countrpes commoditie, and to 
conſider that the ſtay of the whole kingdome ſtandeth v3zan pour 
marriage, foꝛ that he which marrieth pau, mult after the kings de⸗ 
cealle ſucceede aglawful heire vnto the crowre, Now if yau match 
pour lelfe with a ſtraunger, it is greatly to be feared that wee ſhal be 
greatly moleited with the furie of fozraine foꝛce, fo that the kings 
garde c F Caurt n the molt part ſhalbe of his owae Country : and fo 
ſtraungers 
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ſtraungers ſhal be pꝛelerred to offices, and wee ſette belides our 
liuing, whereas if it ſhall pleaſe you to take ta huſband ſome of 
your owne colntrey , you ſhall be as it were King and Queene | 
pour ſelfe, and hee as it were pour ſeruant and Subiect: and ſo 
ſhall pou raigne in great ſoueraigntie, and we ſiue in great tran» 
quilitie . Pis talke beeing ended, the Pꝛincelſle made him this 

pꝛowde anſwere. 3 1 
- DyLodd, touching my marriage, it toucheth me moꝛe neerely 
theu you, and my father the Kings counſell J meane chiekely to 
follow therein: neither wil J lo reſpect your commoditie, to neglect 
mine owne honour, neyther will J haue moze conſideration of the 
ſtay of my Countrie, then of the ſtate of my calling, neither in chat 
poynt by your leaue will I p2efer the common wealth þefoze mine 
owne pꝛiuate will: foz that it is onely J nniſt marrie, which ik J doo 
to my liking, J am like to liue pleſauntly,if otherwiſe , Jam ſure ta 
lyue ſowerly all the dapes ol my life; And foz marrying any ol 


mine owne country, J pꝛomiſe pou. fo2 my part, J know neuer a 


Pꝛince in all this Country, my Father excepted: meaning, ſhee 
would match with none vnder the degree ola Prince. Immediatiy 
alter this, the noble man called his neyhew vnto him, telling him he 
thought it as ealie a matter to climbe to hrauen with ladders, as 
fo2 ſo meane a man as he to alſpyꝛe to che height of her haugbtie 
minde. The young Gentleman chinking that his Unkle fo feare 
of diſpleaſure durſt not deale in ſo daungerous a matter, nepther 
gaue great credit to his wowes;neyther peelded him anye thankes 
fo: his paynes, but determined notwithſtanding,ofhimlelfe to pur⸗ 
ſue his ſuite: And knowing that pꝛoper Gentlewomen delight in 
pꝛetie Jewels, and that the goddes themlelues are pleaſed wich 
gifts, he gat the moſt pꝛecious Pearles, and deareſf Diamondes 
in the country, and cauled chem to be pꝛeſented vnto the Pꝛinceſſe 
krom him. But dildainkull rigour lo ruled her, that ſhee would 
not ſo mutch as looke vppon them, ſaying, ſhee had no neede ok his 
gifts, that he might better beſtowe them on thoſe, who were not his 
betters, and that ſhe thought it ſhame a ꝛinces perſon ſhould bee, 
purchaſed with Pearles. The Gentleman, though greatly dif 
mated to ſee both his goodwill neglected,andhis giktes reiected, yer 
like a valiaunt ſouldier, he gaue a freth onſet vpon her, with friendly 
louing letters, which he wzote in this wiſe, 
5 —.—— | _ Dp Polt 
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Molt peereleſſe Pꝛinceſſe, though Tone hach almoſt blinded mee 
in all things, vet Jhumbly beſeech you, not to thinke me ſo loꝛget⸗ 
full, eicher ofthe meaneſle ol myne owne eſtate , eicher ol the maie⸗ 
ſtie of pours, as to pꝛeſume to pꝛactiſe pou in the way ofmariage,fo2 
in my iudgement, J thinke no man on earth woozthye that honour: 
but my pitikull petition is this, that you wil! accept mee foz your 
Slaue and ſeruante, and that what country ſocuer pou ſhall be mar⸗ 
ried into, I ape geue attendance vppon pou, to the intent till to 
inop the light of your ſweete face , and feede my kancie in the con⸗ 
templacion of pour beautie. Foz J am ſo vowed to your vertue, 
that onely the ſweete remembꝛante of pou ,ſhallmottifie in me the 
minde to any other woman whatſoeuer. Foz J perſwade my ſelfe 
to linde moge felicitie in ons friendly looke of yours , then in any o⸗ 
thers fapthfullloue,- And though thele blotted woozdes be too baſe 
an obiect fo your heauenly eies, yet weighing the cauſe in thelkales 
of curteſie, J truft pou will take them in good parte. The cauſe of 
the blots was the teares which fell from my eyes at the making 
hereof, the cauſe ofthe woꝛdes is the good will of the wziter. Thus 
Paying you to pitie the one, and to accept the other, J leaue, liuing 
only to doo pou duetie and ſeruice. | ies ++ hb 

FL 2 =» » -  Togrs though not yours. Iphis. 
* TheÞzinceſle hating this letter deliuered vnto her, by one of 
her waiting women, ſo ſoone as ſhee knewe from whence it came, 
floung it from her, ſaping, ſhee had nothing to deale eicher with him, 
oxhis letters, and ſtraightly charged her women not to ſalute her 
with any thing from him. But foztune lo framed, that as ſhe floung 
che letter krom her, in came the king her father, and cauſed the letter 
to be reacht vnto him: and knowing the contentes thereof, ſent fox 
my pouth Iphis, ſhooke him vp with ſharp thꝛeatnings, and char⸗ 
ged him vpon paine of puniſhment neuer after to be ſeene at the 
Courte. The young Gentleman, ſeeing the ground which he tilled 
altogether barren, and that it yeelded him but care of Cone, and 
griefe fo) gaine, determined to beſtowe no moꝛe coſt oz labour ther⸗ 
on: and beſides, fearing che kings fury and diſpleaſure,with as con⸗ 
uenient ſpeede as he could, conueied himſelfe into the countrie, and 
there all waged his ſadneſle with ſolitarineſſe: and ſetting her cru⸗ 
eltte towardes him, agaynſt his curteſie towardes her, her dildain⸗ 
kulneſſe agapnſt his owne dutyfidneſle , hee ſoone ſet hym _ 


Scilla and Minos. 101 
free from his kolly. This matter thus ended , greater (fozmes began 
to bʒue, andſuch a tempeſt arole, that Scilla, who befoe kept other in 
bandes, was now? her ſelle ſet in the ſandes , and where befoze ſhee 
ſailed in ſhippe with top and top gallant, ſetting out flag ok defiance, 
now ſhee was dꝛiuen to ſtrike ſaile, and vaile bonnec , euen to her fa- 
thers enemie. Foz it fell fo cut, that king Minos, moued iuſtly therto 
fo2 the murder of his ſonne, waged warre, and came with a pui⸗ 
fant power againſt Ring Nyſus, and lapd lo hard to his charge, that 
he made him keepe his Caſtle. Mow while Minos lay at the ſiege 
thereof, it foztuned the poung Pꝛinceſſe to haue a ſight ol him out at 
the window ofthe Tower wherein ſhee lay: and now Cupid ment to 
bee reuenged on the crueltie which ſhee vſed to his Captaine Iphis, 
who fought ſo faythfully vnder his banner, and ſhot ſuch dartes ol de⸗ 
ſpꝛe into her towardes Ring Minos, that vnleſſe ſhee might haue 
him to huſbande , ſhee thought her ſelfe but a woman caſt away: and 
after many a ſobbing ſigh, and tricklyng teare, ſhee fell out with her 
felfe in this ſoꝛt. 55 
Ah kond fooliſhe girle , and canſt thou finde in thine hart to beare 
friendly affection to thy fathers feendly foe: Can J loue him kindly, 
who leekes to ſpoyle my country truelly: Coulde J valiauntly with⸗ 
ſtande the aſſai:ltes ofa flouriſhing poung man + And ſhall J co⸗ 
wardly peeld to a fading olde man without any afſaulte * © lone 
without law, O rage without reaſon , O will without wit, © fans 
cy kraught full of fury and frenſy. Good God where are now bee- 
come thoſe lofty lookes J was wont to vſe to louers: Where are 
the cop countenances, the haughty woozdes, the ſolemne ſalutatt- 
ons, the dainty dealings, the curious congies, and ſutch like: A» 
las, now J am made to ſtoupe without ſkale, to come without call oz 
lure, pea to the empty fiſt, But alas, who is pziuiledged from the 
foꝛce o loue $ No, there are none ſo ſtout, but lotemaketh them 
ſtoupe, none ſo wiſe , but loue makech them fooles , none ſo ſhame⸗ 
kaſt, but loue maketh them bold. And though I ſhould fixſt bewꝛay 
my affection. make lone to king Minos, the offence is rather to be 
pitied then puniſhed. Mea the moze frankly J offer him my good- 
will, the moze friendly no doubt but hee will accept it: and theleſle 
hee hath delerued it, the moꝛe will hee indeuour himſelfe to be thank⸗ 
full fo2 the ame. Neither can hee but take it as an vndoubted ſigne 
ol deepe good will, if J giue the firſt onlet in — neither 
| lit. can 
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tan it any way redound to my ſhame, the end being honeſt, and my 
meaning in the way ol mariage. And ik it bee lawfull co follow 
the example of creatures without reaſon, doch not the Cowe loe ta 
the Bull $doth not the Bare neigh to the Hoꝛle woth not the Yeaw . 
blea to the Ramme: doth not the Faulcon call to the Taſſell gen« 
tle the Gerfaulcon to the Gerkin: the Sparehauke to the Puſkets 
And (> of all other creatures the females are moze fozward that 
way then the males. Beelydes that, by how mutch weaker wo⸗ 
men are then men, by ſo mutch the mote they are to bee bozne 
withall , if they bee leſſe able co beare the heaup burden of loue 
then men. Againe , by how mutch moe the loue of women is 
moe feruent then ol men, the mote fiery flames of fozce mult frp 
within vs, which without great grieſe cannot bee concealed oꝛ coue⸗ 
red. And whereof ſpꝛiugeth this errour, that women may not ſirſt 
make loue, but onelp ofa pꝛeciſe and curious cuſtome : nay rather 
a metuvicial and carekull cuſtome (I may tearing it) to vs women: 
koꝛ whereof commeth it, that ſo many ok vs are ſo euill matcht in 
mariage, but only hereof, that we are tyed to the hard choyce of thoſe 
that offer their lone vnto vs : whereas ik it were lawfull ko; vs to 
make loue where we lyked belt, wee would neuer marry but to our 
minde and contentation. Laſtly,J am uot thefirſt that haue played 
the lyke parte, and that whiche is done by alowable example, is 
lawfully done. Fo2 Venus her ſelfe yeelded her lelle to her dats 
lyng Adonis without any ſuite made on his parte 3 Phœdra made 
ſuite to Hippolitus, Oenone pleaded her ryght with Paris, Di- 
do dyd Aeneas to vnderſtande how deepely ſhee deſp2ed hym,Bry- 
ſes beſought the goodwill of Achilles , Adalefia by her gouerneiſe 
made loue to Alerane, the Dutcheſle of Sauoy went on pilgri⸗ 
mage to the Knight Mendoza : Infinite like examples I could al- 
lege: and why is it not lawful fo2 me to do the lyke, and make loue ta 
kyng Minos, who perchaunce would firſt haue ſued to me, ifhe had 
firſt ſeene me: Pes let the wozld iudge what they wyll , J wyll doo 
what J (hall judge belt fo2 my ſelfe , and with as conuenient ſpeede 
as I map, J wyl either by letters oz deedes , doo Minos to vnder⸗ 
ſtand what mynd J beare hym. And as ſhee was bulily beating her 
bꝛaines hereabout, one ofhermolt truſty # louing women came vnto 
her, humbly requeſting her to make her pꝛiuy to the caule of her per⸗ 
rer . Alas good madame (laich ſhee) pl you want any thing, let 
| pur 
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pour friends vnderſtand it, and it ſhalbe pꝛouided. Jfmy pooze ſer⸗ 
uice may any way ſerue pour turne, alſure pour ſel neither reſpect of 
honoꝝ, lyuing, oz life, ſhall let mee from doing any thing, which may 
deliuer pou out ot diſtreſſe: it you haue impꝛiloned pour libertie any 
where, and giued pour ſelfe in the fetters of fanſy, J know a Gentle⸗ 
woman, my kamilier kriend, who can ſtand you in as much ſteed fox 
the obtaining ok pour purpoſe , as any gentle woman in this Courte. 
The pꝛinceſſe deſtrous ofaid in her diſtrelle, pꝛayed her woman to 
pꝛocure the comming ok that Gentlewoman with all poſſpble 
ſpcede , Whereupon the wayting woman cauſed one ofthe pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſes Gentlemen to goe to chis honeſt woman, and in her name to 
deſire her to come to the pꝛinceſſe. You ſhall vnderſtand, this gentle⸗ 
womans name, who was ſent foꝛ, was Pandarina, in her pouth a 
ſeruing woman, and one whiche knewe moze faſhyons then was 
fic fo2 honeſt women: But nowe, married to an honeſt Gentleman, 
ſhee entred into a newe religion, ſeeming to renounce her olde faith, 
and letling her ſelfe in ſutch hipocrifie, that ſhee rather counterfat- 
ted cunnyngly, then lined continently. But to paint her out moze 
plainlp,the was moꝛe cope then comly, moze fine then wel fauoured, 
moꝛe lofty then louely, mote pꝛoude then pꝛoper, mote pꝛeciſe then 
pure, moze ſuperſlitious then religious, moze of ſpight then ofthe 
ſpirit, and pet nothing but diuinitie would down with her, mote ie⸗ 
lous then ʒelous, either iudging her huſband by her felfe, oz iudging 
her ſelfe vnwoꝛthy the ſeuerall vſe of io commodicus a common as 
her buſband was, Mel, ſutch as (hee was, this poung gentleman of 
the young pꝛincelſe was ſent fo2 her, and at the firff commming ( ac- 
coꝛding to the faſhion) hee kiſt her, and hauing done his meffage, 
with frowning face ſhee told him ſhee could not goe to the pzinceſle, 
and though ſhee could, yet would ſhee not goe with him. The Gen⸗ 
nn abaſhed hereat, returned to the gentlewoman that 
ſent him, and tolde her what anlwere this honeſt woman made, 
Tho maruepling mutch thereat , went pꝛeſently her ſelfe vnto 
her, deſiring that gentleman to accompany her. Beeing come to 
her lodgyng, after a few ſalutations, Pandarina pꝛayed the gen- 
tlewoman either to ſendvntoher a moze modeſt meſſenger then the 
gentleman thee ſent , o2 cls to teache him to kifſe mote continent- 
Ip. The Gentlewoman bluſhing fox baſhfulnes,told her ſhe had net 
the lkill to teache men to kiſſe, ſhee thought that cunning concerned 
Wl; common 
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commonharlots , oz at leaſt marryed women rather then her, bue; 
ſayth ſhee, J will tell him ol it, that ofhunſelfe he may amende hys 
fault: and calling the Gentleman aſide vnto her, ſhee aſked him how 
hee had miſuſed him lelfe towardes Miſtres Pandarina in kiſſing 
her: Mo way ((ſaych hee) that J knowe fog, but if I kiſſed her colds 
ly, Itruſt ſhee wül attribute it to young mens bachfulneſſe, and ik 
I kiſſed her kindly, J truſt ſhee will impute it to good will. Pes 
marry (layth the Gentlewoman) it was mote kindely then ſhee ca⸗ 
red fot , 02 liked of. Uerily (ſaych hee) if it were ouer kinde, it is 
moze then J know, 02 moze then J ment, fo2 to ſpeake my fancy 
freely, J knowe neuer a Gentlewoman in this lande, that J like of 
wozle: and ił ſhee bee afearde J bee too far in loue with her, J wilbe 
bound in what bond ſhee will, to hate her, no man moꝛe. But gen⸗ 
tlewoman, if pou adhibite any credit to my counſayle, flee her familt- 
aritie, eſchew her compaup, ſutch Saintes in ſhewe, are Satans in 
deede, ſutch faygned holineſſe, is double dineliſhneſſe, ſutch coun⸗ 
terfayte continencie, J count litle better then baudzy, Foz ſure, this 
is a moſt ſure marke to know diſlemblers by, that they will alwayes 
farre exceede the meane, koz keare ok beeing found in cheir fapning, 
As thoſe that kayne to weepe, houle out right: thole that faine to be 
friendly, ſhew themſelues plaine Paraſites : as thoſe that faine to be 
baliant, bꝛag moſt gloziouſlp : and as ſhee counterfapting continens 
tie, ſhewech her ſelle altogether curious and hipocriticall. But not⸗ 
withſtanding Jhaue had na knowledge ok her like æ conuerſation, vet 
dare J lay my life on it, that eicher ſhe hath ben naught, is naught, o 
wil be naught, whenſoeuer ſhe can get any foule adultrer fic foz ſo fil 
thy an adultreſle , The Gentlewoman hearing bim ſo earneſt, pꝛay⸗ 
ed him to put vp the matter paciently, ſaying, ſhe thought it was bur 
a ſhift to excuſe her not comming to the Pꝛinceſle: and ſo went tz 
Pandarina, telling her the Gentleman was ſozye hee had offen ⸗ 
ded her, and lo away they went together to the Pzinceſſe, J haue 
wandꝛed, Genflewomen , ſomewhat beeſides the path ol my pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed purpoſe, but pet not cleane out ofthe way ol mine owne will and 
intent. Foz though this digreſſion pertaine litle tothe hiltozy J 
haue in hand, pet it may ſerue to admoniſh you, that pou take not ey 
reptions of curioſptie againſt kiſſes, which are giuen you ofcurteſyi 
and ikthere chaunce to bee any fault in them, either modeſtly to con 
ceale ie, oz pꝛeſencly to returne the kiſles againe to him which — 
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chem. But in excuſing my fozmer digreſſion, J ſhallenter into a: 


nother digreſſion , therefoze to the matter and purpoſe pꝛopoled. 


Pandarina beeing pꝛeferred to the pꝛeſence of the ꝛinceſſe, hauing 
done duttfull reuerence, humbly craued to knowe her plealure. Nap 
rather, anſwered the Pꝛincelle, it is mp paine Gentlewoman which 
I meane to make pou pꝛiuy to: and bluſhing either foꝛ giltineſle oz 
fo2 balhfulneſſe;Hee vnkolded the ſecrets ol her thoughtes to Panda- 
rina in this ſozt, t. 5 a 

Gentlewoman, but that J know to whom J ſpeake, J ſhotild pers 
chaunce bee in doubt what to ſpeake in this matter, which is ſcme- 
what vnmeete koz mp maidenly eſtate. But conlidering you are a 
woman, and one who no doubt in pour time haue kelt the fozce of 
loue, J perſwade my ſelf J may boldly impartvatoyou the panges 
or my paſſion, as to one, who (Jhope, will rather ſeeke a ſalue foꝛ 
my ſoꝛe, then thinke ſiniſterly ol my dooings . Therefoze pou ſhall 
vnderſtand; that the ſyght of Ring. Minos „ wholapeth ſiege to 
our Citie, hach made ſutch a bꝛeach into my hart, that J lie al⸗ 
together open to his allzultes; and am fapne to yeeld my ſelfe his 
pꝛiloner and captyue. And chough it may leeme ſtrange vnto you, 
chat his foꝛces, beeyng not bent agaynſt mee , ſhould haue lurch 
fozce ouer mee : pet it is often ſeene, that a dart leueled at one, 
lygytes on another. And though vou maye marueyle to ſee mee 
peelde beefoze any onſet bee giuen, yet no doubt that citie me⸗ 
rites moze mercy which peeldeth without alſau· t, chen that which 
ſtandeth to the doubtküll enent of battaple, and after mutch ek⸗ 
kulion of blood peeldeth, when it is able ito ſtande no longer in 
defence , Fo2 here the lolle in the ſiege, taketh away the gaine 
in the conqueſt , the payne in purſuing, taketh away the pleaſure in 
poſſeſſpng ; and the hardnefle.in wynning, dꝛomnech che happi⸗ 
nelle in wearing. And ſurely if maydes would follow my comp 
ſaple, J would not wilhe them to let lutch ſolejane lookes, to vle 
ſutch nice denials and dayntie delayes to thoſe , whom they thinks 
worthy of them, and whom they meane onely ſhall inioy them: 
Fo? they gayne nothing hereby, but deferre they} owne reliefe, 
and increaſe they) louers griefe . -Beeſpdes that, when chey are 
ſo hardly wonne, it is a ſpgne they peeld rather by impoztunitie 
of the wover, then by any inclination of good will on their owne part. 
But what-neede J ve this delence , _ body chargeth mee 
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with any oflence: This rather liech me vpon,earneftly to crave pour 
aide c alũſtance in this my diltreſle, and chat you wil either by coun⸗ 
ſaile cure my diſeale, eicher by paine oz pollicy put mee in poſſeſſion 
of my deſire. Jam thus bold to commit this matter vnto you, pꝛe⸗ 
ſuming of your good wit, and goodwill towardes mee. And if you 
ſhew ſutch faythful friendlineſſe herein, as I verily looke foz, aſſure 
pour ſelfe I will in ſutch friendly manner requite it, s you ſhall very 
well like of . Miſtres Pandarina hauing attenttuely attended her 
talke, dutifully replped in this ſo2te, 

Moſt excellent Pꝛinceſſe, J am humbly to thanke you, that it 
pleaſeth you to repoſe ſutch credite in mee, as to diſcloſe your 
ſecretes to mee, and Jſhallchinke my ſelfe moſt happy; ikmy duty 
may any way voe you good, oz my ſeruice ſatilſie your expectation, 
And touching pour loue, it is ſutch, that you neede not be aſhamed to 
ſhew it, yea in my iudgment it is rather to be tcõmended every way, 
then condemned any way. Foy firſt, in that your fancy is fixed on a 
pꝛince, you ſhew pour pꝛincely mind in liking your like:then, in that 
you ſeke to ioyne pour ſelfe ta him in mariage, you chew your godly 
diſpoſition, in defiring to quench the deſires ol your hart. y that god⸗ 
ly meane which God hath made and appointed, Thirdlp, in loning 
pour fathers foe,you followe Goddes commaundement, who willeth 
pou to requite good fo2 euill: yea and by this meanes poumay bee a 
meane to make peace and amitie betweene two enemies, and ſaue 
pour cittie from ſiege and ſacke. Laſtip, in that you yeeld ſo quickly 
to the alatms of loue, vou ſbew pcur ine nature and wit, which arg 
ſooneſt ſubiect tothe impꝛeſlion of laue. And faz your opinion tous 
ching the dealing ol dainty damſels, pou are no doubt Madame ) in 
the right: Fo2rhole which are ſo ramage and wild, oz ſo haggarde 
like, that ſcarce in ſeuen peeres (uit they wilhe reclaimed, they plain⸗ 
y chew thiCelitos either co be of baſe mettal, as not ta be capable ot 
loue, either ofgroſle wits, as not to buderſiad when loue is made bn⸗ 
to them, either offlender tudgment, as not to accept good offers, ei⸗ 
ther of incontinent conuerſation, as being loth to be tied to one diet, 
either of inconſtant conditions, as iudging men as light oflone as 
themſelues are leud of like, oꝛ els ſome way imperfect, chat they are 
not meet fox the holy ſtare of matrimonte : Now wheras yoy-craug 
my tounſeil and helpe to the bꝛinging ol your good purpole.to-paſh 
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Food: but ſo far as my ſimple wittes can ſee in the matter, Ithinke 
this wap the beſt towozke your wil. You know pour facher hath on 
his head a golden heare, wheron dependeth the ſtay ok his Nate , and 
puiflance ot his power:nomoze but when pour father is aſleepe,pul 
ok that heare, and pꝛeſent Ring Minos therwith, and no doubt but he 
will imbꝛace pou as the auto; of his victozte, and receiue you fo} his 
lawful and louing wife , ſo ſhal vou redꝛeſle pour owne diſtreſle, and 
ꝓꝛeſerue the life of your father and his people, who perchaumce by the 
continuance of this warre, may come tu contuſton. The pꝛinceſſe li⸗ 
king reaſonably well of this pꝛactile of Pandarina, gaue her thanks 
op her good caunſaile, and departed into her chamber by her ſelfe, to 
thinke moze of the matter: where ſhee entred with her ſelfe into thele 
contrarieties. . | 3 
Idſee there is no diſeale ſo deſperate, but ik it be taken in time phi⸗ 
ſicke may helpe it, no matter ſa hard, but polycie can pꝛeuaple in it: 
noꝛ no policie ſo good, but experience will put into our heades: as 
may be ſeene by the ſound aduice and perfect policie of Pandarina, 
I warrant J am not the firſt clyent that this counſellour hath had, A 
am not the firſt Pupill that ſhe hath pꝛactiſed foꝛ, this is not the firit 
liuttiſh ſuite chat ſhe hath ben Soliciter in, this is not the firſt honelt 
match that ſhe hach made. But ſtay, let me not commend her cunning 
and counſel too mutch, betoꝛe I conſider better ofthe goodnelle ther⸗ 


of. I mult fozſooth pul ol my fathers golden heare, and pꝛeſent Mi- 


nos therwith: a light matter itſeemeth to pul ok a heare, but alas, 
that heare cãtaineth my fathers help, his hope, his hap, his ſtrength, 
His power, his conqueſt, and his kingdome. Shall I chen ſo mitch 
tranſgreſſe the lawes ok nature, to bzing him to a miſerable plight, 
who was the cauſe that J tame into this ioytul light: CAho from my 
infancy carcfully cheriſhed, and katherly foſtered me vp, whom by hu⸗ 
mane and diuine lawes, Jam bound to obep, honoꝛ, and lone. Mo, a⸗ 
uaunt vnlawful loue, thou art rated at to high a pꝛice to be reached: 
auaumt foule beaſtly baud, chy counſel is without conſience, thy ad⸗ 
vice without honeſty:they which cleaue to thy helpe,ſhalbeſerned as 
he, which redy to fal from a hedg, catcheth holde of a ſharpe byyer to 
ſtay himſell: they that follow thy phiſick,ſhal do as he, which to heale 
his ague;flewhimſelf:chep which pꝛouide fo2 their fathers peace and 
pꝛeſeruation, as thau wouldeſt haue mee to do,ſhall with the vaugh- 
ters ofPclias kiltheir facher to 1 young againe:thep 1h ied 
| . 
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lone their Father as thou wouldſt haue mee to do, ſhal with Thais to 
herPhcedria ſhut hym out of the doozes,and cut of his kingdome fo2 
lone, But what, do floodes dꝛowne fields becfoze they finde a bzacke* 
can one bee exalted, without anothers wyacke $ Can J bee pjeferred 
to pleaſure, without ſome others payne : But it grecues mee my 
father ſhoulde bee pinched foz my plealure » Why, it is reaſon 
the griele ſhould be theirs, whole is the gaine. But it is perilous fox 
mee to enterpꝛile ſo great a matter. Why, is it not reaſon the perill 
ſhould be mine in purſuing, when the pleaſure ſhalbee mine in pollel⸗ 
ſing : But alas it nippeth me nere to loſe my father the victozte,to 
win my ſelf my loue . Thy alas, grecuous wounds muſt haue {mars 
ting playſters, and thole medicines euer ſooneſt heale vs , which 
moſt greeue vs. And ſhal I then pꝛelerre mine owne pleaſure befoze 
my fathers p2ofit; why, euerp one ought to bee nereſt to them ſelues, 
and their wiledome is nothing woozth which are not wile foz them 
ſelues. Nay rather ſhall J peferre the commoditie of Ring 
Minos beefoe the commoditie ofKing Nyſas?Why ,Nyſusis mp 
father: why, Minos will be my Phere: why, Nyſus gaue me Iyfe: 
Thy, Minos wil peeld mee lone : TUhp , Nyſus made mea maide: 
Thy, Minos wil make mee a mother: Why, Nyſus cheriſhed mee 
beeing poung: Why, Minos wyll make mutch ol mer beeing olde: 
why, nature bindeth mee to loue my father: why, God commaundeth 
mee to laue my huſband, Ah koole, doo J cal him hulband, who wyll 
not haue mee : do J call hym phere, who foꝛceth not ol me: Js it 
lykely hee will receyue a runnagate from her cittie, a betrayer 
ol her Father: Can he thinke to linde mee faithful towards him, that 
am kaithleſſe to mine owne father : Tuſh he will atttibute al this to 
lone , and loue me the better fo2 it: Pe will excuſe and beare with 
mp dooings by the example ok his owne daughter Ariadne, who be⸗ 
trayed him to her louer Theſius: by the example of Medea, who be» 
trated her father to Iaſon :bythe example ol Hyppodame, who p2o- 
cured the death ok her father by matching with Pelops. And therfoꝛe 
al doubts done away, J wil without delay put the policie ofPanda- 
rina in pꝛactiſe. The night following (ſutch halt her hot loue requi⸗ 
red) ſhee ſhewed her ſelf Miſtres ol her woꝛd, though not ofher ſelfe, 
and per koꝛmed that which the ſam ſhe would. Foz her father being 
aſleepes ſhe got lottly to him, and cut ok his pꝛetious heare which had 
m it ſucch vertue. Which done, thee went to Ring Minos , and 
opulent 
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Peelentedhim therewith; who in moſt repzochefull wowes repꝛe⸗ 
hended her deede, and in moſt diſpainfidl lozt reiected her loue; But 
ſhee, not meaning to leaue her loue while thee had lpfe,leapt into the 
Sea to ſwim after him as he ſapled away, and ſo quenched her delire 
in che bottome of the Sea. 978 3 

Pou ſee here, Gentlewomen; ſhee that would not loooße vpon 
her Iphis, could not be looked vpon by her Minos. Shee that 
would make na account ok her inkerriour, could not be accounted of 
by her ſuperiour. Foz it is a plapne caſe, (and therefoze looke to it) 
chat they whiche deale rigoꝛouſſye with other, ſhall bee rudely 
dealt withall themſelues. But Jam by this ſtozp chiefly to admomlh 
pu, that you pull not of pour fathers heare, that is, that you pull not 
their hartes out of their bodies , bp vnaduiledly caſting yourſelves 
away in matching in martage,wich thoſe who are not meete foꝛ you, 
That is, to pull of pour fathers heare,when you ſhall caſt ofthe bꝛi⸗ 
dle of obedience, raſhly runne at randon, rudely neglect his pꝛe⸗ 
cepts, and pzeſumptuouſly place pour ſelues in mariage contrary 
to his pleaſure: that is, to pull of your fathers heare . But (Soue⸗ 
raigne) now your father is gon, J will giue you moꝛe ſound aduice: 
I willadmoniſh vou al, not co pull ot pour owne heare, that is, not to 
binde pour lelues to the frowarde fanſte ol pour politique parents, 
but to make pour choice in mariage aceoꝛding to your own mindes, 
for parents vſurpe that authoꝛitie ouer their daughters, bicauſe it is 
in them to departe with their Dowyes:, fo2 ouer Midowes 
vou ſee fathers haue no pzeheminence ok power touching their mas 
riages: and pou are not to knowe, that marriage is a contract conli- 
ſting ofthe free conſent ol both the parties, and that only is required 
in the conſinnmation ofmariages:and the Rodians haue this Law, 
that onely the mothers haue rule ouer the Daughters. But num, 
Lupus in fabula. Imuſt (J ſay)admoniſh pou, chat as your pa⸗ 
rents gate ou your bodies, ſo they may diſpole of then: that vou 
requight all cheir loue, care, and coſt, at leaſt with obedience. J muſk 
tell you, that it you honour not them, vour dayes will bee ſhoꝛt on 
earth : Imuſt tell you, chat Nauens will pull out the eye that blin» 
deth the Father, and neglecteth the good inſtruction ok the mother, 


Tot -(uriatius and Horatia. 
g Ciriatviis a young Centleman of the Citie of Albania in Italy 
falling into'extreame loue with Horatia a young Gentle- 
ö - woman ofthe Citie of Rome, after long ſuite and many de- 
it - --Jayes , obtayneth her graunt to bee his wife. But in the 
; meane time, contention falling out beetweene the two Ci- 
ties, Curiatius is ſlayne in the fielde by Horatius, brother 
to the ſayd Gentlewoman, to whom he was aſſured. Whoſe 
death Horatia tholtpitifullybewaylyng, her brother greatly 
diſdayneth thereat, and cruelly thruſteth her to the hart with 
his Mö. N e 


-Urelp Gentlewomen, eyther aͤctozdyng to Ouid his opinion, 
Forma numen habet, Beautie hath ſome diuinitie oz Gods 
— head in it, oz els contrary to the common opinion, Loue is 
| ſome heauenly influence, and no earthly accident, Foz of 
| euery earthly and moztall motion, there may ſome pꝛobable rea⸗ 
|| Con, 02 naturall cauſe be geuen: as euery liuyng creature deſireth 
chat which is good and agreeable to it nature, becauſe euerp thing 
is deere to it ſelke 1 conſernation ok it ſelfe in it kynde. 
7 As the earth dꝛaweth downwwarde, becauſe it is heauy, the fyze fly 

EL: eth vpwarde, beecauſe it is light; the water contrary to it nature 
oktentimes aſcendeth to the top or high Pils to auoyd vacantnelle, 
the aire for the ſame caule offentimes deſcendech into the poꝛes of 
theearth ras cholerike complexions are ſooneſt incenſed to anger, 

becauſe they abound with heat, as women are net fo ſubtect to ans 
by ger as men,becaule they are moꝛe colde of nature. And ſo ok all hu⸗ 

| mane actions and naturall effectes , there map be ſome pꝛobable 

| reaſon, and naturall cauſe peelded. But of loue, it is ſo farre 
without the compaſſe of reaſon, and boundes ok nature, that there 
tan no realon, no cauſeqno coniecture bee geuen of it, neyther what 
it is,woozktng ſutch diners effects,neither whence ttis,pzoceeding 
1 ok ſo diuers canſes', neither whyther it will, being neuer ſaciſced: 
z therekoꝛe no earthly thing, but ſome ſupernall power fure it is, as 
1 tur lelues, (J thinke) will ſay by that time pou haue hearde the hi⸗ 
Kozp of Curiatius, who was ſodainly trocken ther with, as ik it had 

been with ſome thunder oꝛ lightning krõ heaut. Foꝛ you ſhal vnder⸗ , 
faid ;this,Gentleman dwelliug in a towne namen Albania, ſi⸗ 
nate nere vnto the citie ol Rome. he made daily rex aire vnto _ 
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both in relpect al pꝛalit, as to deale with Marchauntes in mat⸗ 
ters of weight, and in-relpect of pleaſure, as to frequent the. te- 
lowſhip of luſty young Gentlemen, which flouriſhed in that Ci⸗ 
tie. Nom it was his chaunce, as hee ſtraped about the Streetes, 
to ſee a pꝛoper Gentlewoman named Horatia, ſitting at her Fa⸗ 
thers Dogze to take the ay2e, and to recreate het ſelfe wich the 
light of thole that paſſed by; and notwithſtanding hee had nezier 
ſeene her befoze, yet though the diuine power of loue , hee was lo 
blaſted with her beautie, that he pjeſencly pꝛoclaimed her the ſoue⸗ 
raygne of his thoughtes,and gouerneſle- of all his doings, And ha⸗ 
uing paſſed by her twiſe oz chile, wich lookes ſhewing his loue,and 
ſalutations ſignifying his ſute-, het could not be da ſatilfiev, bu 
baniſhing baldfulneſſe , hes, conragioulip, intountered her in this 
„ BID TOE Ne RA COTE 

Gentlewoman, God ſaue. you, and lend you that whiche pou 
wiſhe,and to wiche that whiche J woulde. Good Miſtres, mape 
it pleaſe pou to knowe that though my keete haue kaꝛce ta care 
my þodye from this places pet inp hart will not ſuffer. mee to 
turnen nm head from bepolding your tweete face, whiche is the 
cauſe that hath made mie chus boldly. eo intrüde my ſelfe into pour 
company, But ſetting. your goodnelle agaynſt my rudeuelſe, 
I:doubte- not but pou will attribute it rather to abundaunce of 
good will, then to wante of good behauiour and rather take it fox 
Seod meaning „chen Pil Miner, But ik it pleaſe you not thus 
friendlye ta interpyete; itz vet atleaſt. J beſeeche pou not to ine 
pute it to my boldneſle, but, to pour owne beautie: Fun as the 


Larketaker in his day net hath a glaſſe whereon while the byꝛdes 
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onely that it will pleaſe you in good part toarcept it. Horatia ha⸗ 


litng harkened to this talke;with a certaine dildayntull and ſolemne 
filence,madehim this waſpiſhanſwere, —— © - 

Gentleman, this libertie of ſpeerh in vou, ſheweth the lightneſſe 
of pour lone, to as I haue heard thoſe that lone moſt, ſpeake leaſt, ag 
hauing their cogications conuerlant in the conteniplation ok the 
Sans whoini hoy obs but your ſmooth tale and fine fled woes 
ſhewe, chat pout pꝛactiſe is rather faignedly to pꝛetend loue, then 
faithfully to loue. And foꝛ mp part, J would not you ſhould chinke 
me either ſo ſimple as to beleeue ponr coloured wopdes, either ſo o⸗ 
uergone in liking ofmy ſeife ,but that J take the commendation 
whichpongiue mie, rather fo) trifling mocking⸗ then true meaning, 
and I pꝛomile yon, I had rather pou wdifld vie ſome other to exercile 
pour eloquence on, then my ſelle, fo; that J neither like of pour vn⸗ 
likely loue, neither meane to be kramed to pour folly, Your com: 
ming to me vpon no arquaintaunte, contenteth ine well yenough, ko 
that J may leaue your tompanie when J liſt: and ſo turned in at the 
dvore ftom him. The Gentleman leeing her rigozoulnelle to exo 
cede his own rudenelſe, laping allde alitle moze good mannet; took 
her falt by the arme, deliring her to ſtay a wol 02 twaine, whichhe 
. 0s 
Ogood Piſtres, go not about tb toꝛment him la terribly, which 
loneth pou lo intirely, denꝛiue me not of that light, which vooth onyx 
worke my velight;ablenf not pour lf fin un dam och vi 
der the Sun plealech, but your pꝛeſence. And wheras pon chaletige 
my libertie of ſpeech, may it like you to vnderſtand, that though this 
ludain loue hath made me loſe in a manner the remembꝛaunte ol my 
ſell, and cauſed me to be careleſſe and negligent in al ocher affaires, 
though or neuer ſo great importance, pet the beholding ok pour leme⸗ 


c . 


ly lelte dooth ſoreuine mp ſenſes and quicken my tpirits chat it ma. 
keth all my partes to no their part in paying fox pitie, and pꝛailing 
pour perſon; wherin if J thould be lpeechlelſe, J might iulfly be 
thought to ſpare the truth, and ſpight your perfection, And that my 


loue is modeſt without mocking, true without trifling, and vehement 


without vanitie,Jtake the heauens to witnes: and beeſids, let this 
be practiſed fo; pꝛooke, that eee . me, vou ſhall 
finde me as ſpeedy to end my lite to dos ou good, as redy to ſpend 
mp time to doo pou ſeruice. Pary ( lapth the ) perchaunce 155 a 
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chinke J ſhall finde yoa neither ſpeedy in the one, neither redy in 
the other. But they that haue once paſled the boundes of ſhamefaſt- 
neſſe, may euer after lawlully bee impudent, and ycu that haue bes 
gunne to ſcoffe and gybe, thinke by authoꝛitie yen may continue in 
it, ſutch a one J count pout to bee, and ſo J account ot peu: and ſo 
lekt my pouth without dozes, Who ſeeing himſelfe fo courflp ar⸗ 
counted of, fell to raging with himſelfe in this manner. | 

Ah the bꝛauery of thele fine girles, the moze they are courted, the 
moe they are cop, the moꝛe humbly they are ſued vnto,.the moze 
lottyly they looke, And ik a man pꝛactiſe them in the way of mar⸗ 
riage, good God what ſhew of ſhamekaſtneſſe will they make: 
what viſoꝛs of virginitie will they put on: what colours of conti⸗ 
nencie will they ſec foo2th : what charinelſe will they make of their 
chaſtitie: they neuer fozſooch meane to marrie, ſaying, that ſingle 
life is the only ſweet life, that marriage is inuented rather fo2 ne⸗ 
ceſliiie then fo2 any goodneſſe that is in it, that their peeres vet re⸗ 
quire no haſt ot marriage, and that if God would giue them grace, 
and their friendes would uobfoxce them to the contrarie, they would 
neuer know what mau meaneth while they liue: TUhereas in bery 
deede they delire nothing moꝛe then marriage, netther couet any 
thing moꝛe then the company of men. Agapne, if a man making 
loue in way ok marriage, do but ſo mutch as touche one of thele ten⸗ 

der peeees, they trie, phy, away, away: but let one that is married, 
oz one that meaneth not marriage, dallp with them, why, they are 
as looſe of their lippes, and as kree of their fleſh as may bee. Foz let 
a man beehaue himlelfe towards chem accoꝛdyng to the common 
courſe ot curteſie, he ſhall obtayne any thyng of them koꝛ they know 
hee is ſoone loſt, ifhee bee not ſoone loved: but let one direct his do⸗ 
ynges bythe lyne ok loue, and bee dꝛawne into great deapth of afz 
fection towards them, why, they will raigne like pꝛinces ouer him, 
pea they will make him glad ok one glaunce of goodwill gitten by 
the eye: koꝛ they know a litle thyng plealeth a koole, and they thinke 
him too faſt hampꝛed in kolly, to giue them the ſlip on the lodayne. 
And becauſe they count the number ol ſuiters a great teſtimony ta 
their beantie,x pzoofe ok theyꝛ perfection, they vſe twentie ſhiftes to 
hatte (ik it be poſſible) twentie ſuiters, ſome they kꝛede with lookes, 
ſome with loue, ſome with pꝛomiles, lome with pꝛactiſes, ſome wih 
vowes, lome with viewes, we with trifling , ſome with a | 
870 th E 
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ſome with wooꝛdes, ſome with woozkes, ſome wich killes, ſome 
wich curteſy, ſome with wit, ſome with wyles, ſome with fapth, 
ſome with fraude, ſome one wap, (ome another, ſo that bp their 
willes they will haue as many ſuiters as themlelues haue ſeightes 
to entertaine them. And pet thele girles on Gods name are 
to poung to haue a huſband, they are loth to leaue ſucking their 
damme: but if J durſt ſay my kancie, J amperſwadedmp dayntie 
dame which laych J do but dally and teſt wich her, yk one came 
cloſe to her in a coner, ſhe would not refuſe him in good earneſt, 
But ah blaſphemous beaſt that Jam, to caſt ſutch diueliſh doubtes 
ok her honeſty, wheſe very countenance containeth continency in it, 
whole viſage ſeemes to be without vice, and lookes without lulk. Jg 
it likely ſhee will yeeld her body to bee abuſed by any, who will not 
ſuffer her ſelf to be vſed by any? And ſhe that wil not enter into mo⸗ 
deſt matrimony, is it likely ſhe will fall into filthy koznication: No, 
I thinke her to be as free from folly, as J thinke my ſelfe far from 
wildome, who ſeeme to doubt ok her honeſt dealing, bicauſe hee wil 
not peelde conſent to my haſtie meaning. What know J whether 
thee be conſecrated alredie to ſome other laint, which if it be ſo, with 
what reaſon can J looke toreape any thyng at her handes, but a re⸗ 
pulſe : Fo2 as goꝛged Maukes will ſtoupe to nd lure: ſoa woman 
bowed alredy to another man, the ſickneſle of other ſuiters will not 
cure. ©} it may bee thus, that as the Fauconer when hee firſt dzows 
ech his Pauke out of the mew, gtueth her waſht aud vnplealant 
meates. to make her after like better of better meates:lo perchaũce 
her pollicie bee, firſt to feede mee with bitter bzothes, thathereafter 
dayntie fare may moe delight mee, and nom to toſſe and tozmene 
me with the rigoꝛous ſtoꝛmes of repulſe, that hereafter che caulme 
ok her conſent may the better content mee. Fo2 ſpzing time would 
neuer ſeeme lo plealaunt vnto vs, but by realon ofthe ſharpe winter 
which went bekoze: peace would not ſo mutch pleaſe ve, but by rea- 
{on that warre befoze ſpoyled and waſted our country. So that if 
thee bee cop of conſent, to make mee inioy the greater top, may J 
thpnke my ſelfe miſuſed : Againe, would Jhaue her ſo light of toue. 
to peelde to the firſt onſet + No , ſhee deſerueih to bee purſued with 
endlefle paine, yea and J will trauaple in continuall toyle, but her 
good wil J wil attaine, Mom as the good Spaniell, hauing ſpꝛung 
the partridge, ceaſlech not (orange the fields and beate the 1 
8 _ | | bug . 
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vntillhe haue retriued it againe, to ſerne the Hauk which fle at it: 
ſo hee, hauing once ſeene this ſaint, ſought all occaſions to come to 
the ſight ol her againe, and ik it were poſſible ſurely to ſeaze vppon 
her, Now it pleaſed foꝛtune to bee thus friendly to further his 
- purpole with this opoztunitie, | 
There was in the citie a very ſolemne wedding, ſumpcuouſly ce: 
lebꝛated, where he by inquiry learned that his Miſtres was, where⸗ 
upon he aſſembled his companyons together, and pꝛepared them⸗ 
ſelues the ſame night to goe thither in a malke: and being come 
to thehoule, after they had marched vp and downe the great cham⸗ 
ber, thefirſtmaſker hauing taken the bꝛide, he being the ſecond 
addꝛeſſed him ſelfe to his Miſtres with great deuotion, and when 
theſound of the inſtrumentes cealled, he entred into reaſoning with 
her in this ſoꝛte. 
Good Miſtres, vou haue allowed to pour lot in ſteed of a maſker a 
mourner, x toꝛ one to delight you with plealaunt diſcourſe, vou ſhal 
haue one to weery vou with rufull requeſtes: fo2 pou ſhall vnder⸗ 
ffande, J am your carefull Curiatius, whom nothing but che cone 
ſent o your good will can cure, and hauing no other way to aſpire 
to your ſpeeche, I thought beſte vnder this dilguiſed ſozte to dil⸗ 
cipher plainly vnto you the conffancy of my good will towardes 
pou. And ik J could in woozdes ſet foozch but halfe che heauts 
neſle which lince the firlt ſight ol you hach ſunke into my bꝛeſt, J 
hope your hart would not be ſo hard frozen, but that the ſhining lun 
of pity would thaw it againe. Fo? if plaintes may pꝛoue mp paine, 
J baue ſtill continued in carefull cries : if ſighes may ſhewe mp 
foxrow , the ſmoke of them hath reached to the ſkies: if teares 
may trie mp truth, the water hath flowen as a flood from my 
eyes, And as chele "things haue paſſed heretoloꝛe to my paine, fo 
tikhereakter the ſhedding ol my blood may ſhew mp conlkancie, oz 
woozke your contentation any wap, allure pour ſelfe J will be ſo 
pꝛodigall therok, that pour ſelfe ſhall haue iut cauſe to ſay, J liued 
only to. ſerue you, and died to doe you good, By this time the inc 
ſtrumentes ſownedanother meaſure, at the ende whereof ſhee be⸗ 
gan to reply in chis ſozte, 

Sir, J am lay vou haue taken la great paine ko ſo little 
thanke, koz ik the end of your maſke be to make mee march vnder 
_ Yea banner, pea o2 Iunoes l your lucceſſe wübe ſutch, that 
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you ſhall haue cauſe to count this your labour loſt, and that you haue 
caſt away ſomutch coſt. And foz my part, J pꝛomile you, J had ra- 
cher haue been matcht with a mery maſker, then a leude louer: foz 
che one might delight mee, whereas che other dooth but ſpight 
mee, And if (as vou ſay) you malke without mirth, ſo aſſure 
pour elfe on the other ſide, J daunce without delight: neither can 
it but greatly greene mee to bee tronbled with ſo vnreafonable 
a ſuitoꝛ, whom no reaſonable anſwere will fatilfie, This rigozous 
replie of his Miſtres conuerted him from a maſker to a Mum⸗ 
mer, fo2 hee was ſtroke fo dead herewith, that the vle of his 
toung vtterly fapled him. But at length, being come tohimlelfe 
againe, hee entred into this vehemency with her. 
D DGentlewoman, ſuffer not the bꝛight ſunne ok pour beauty to 
bee eclipſed with cruelty: contaminate not pour cumlineſſe with 
toyneſſe: remeinber beauty, and comlineſſe continue not, where- 
as ciirteſie and clemency remaine foꝛ euer. Conſider that vertue 
is the true beautie which carieth commendation with it at al times, 
which maketh men loue thoſe whom they haue neuer ſeene, and 
which ſupplieth all other wantes whatſoerer.. Did not Antoni- 
us ( that luſty gallant of this citie) pꝛefer Cleopatra that blacke 
Egiptian, fo2 her incomparable curteſie, befoze all the blaſing 
ſtarres ofthis citie $ And did not the puilant knight Perſey, in re- 
ſpectof her vertue, fetch Andromeda from the blacke Indians? 
herby you ſee that bounty befoze beautie is alway to be pꝛefer⸗ 
red, Whiche bounty J beleeche pou imbzace, both to pꝛelerue my 
life, and your owne good name, Alas, what renowme ſhall vou 
reape, by killing cruelly him that loued pou intirely : Mhat 
glozy ſhall yon geat by dꝛiuing into diſpaire, him that was dzaws 
en into delire towardes vou: No, pitty is the onely pathway to 
pꝛayſe, aud mercy is the meane to make vou immoztall. At the 
ende ofthe next meaſure, ſhee replied in this ſoꝛt e 
hy Gentleman, doe pcu thinke it crueltte, not to condeſcend 
to the requeſfes of euerp one that maketh loue: Doe you count 
it vice, not to peeld to the aſſaultes of euery lalciuious young 
man: Doe peu make ſo mean a count ok mariage; that pon chinke 
it meete foꝛ a maid ſo raſhly to enter into it, without ſufficient know⸗ 
ledge ol pour ſelfe , ignoꝛant of your life and conuerſation ) not 
Anawing pour ſtate, parentes, o2 friendes 3 againe ; without the 
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tonlent ok my friendes; without their good will and furtherauce, 
and, which is moſt ok all, without mine owne loue and liking: 
No, J will haue moze tryall of him whom J meane to marrye, 
then J haue had of yon, and J will feele in my ſelfe mote fer- 
uent affection towards him, then as pet J doe beare you, Pou muſt 
tonſider it is not foꝛ a day, oꝛ a peere that man and wife muſt contt- 
nue togeather, but euen fo2 the whole terme ok their life: and that 
they may not foꝛ any reſpect chaunge, being once chayned togea⸗ 
ther, but muſt remaine content the one with the other in ſolace 
and in ſoꝛrowe, in ſickneſſe and inſafenes, in plenty and in penu⸗ 
rie. Weigh againe, that the happy life ofthe wife only conſiſteth in 
the loyall tone ot her huſband, and that ſhee repoſethher ſelfe only 
in the pleaſure ſhee hath in him. She fo2 the moſt part ſitteth ſtill 
at home, ſhee hauketh not, ſhee hunteth not, thee dileth not, ſhee 
ina manner receiueth no other contentation, but in his company, 
Pee ts the only play which pleaſech her, hee is the only game 
which gladdeth her, hee is the field hee delighteth to walke in, he is 
5 eſt Thee foꝛcech to hunt in. So that in my indgement, in 
ga hulbande, no heede can be too wary, no choyce too chary. 
And therfoze you muſt make account, that mariage is amatter ne - 
ther ſoralhly to be required as vou do, neither ſo eaſely to be graun- 
ted as port would haue mee to doe. And ik vou adhibite any cre- 
dite to my counſayle, I would with you to ſo we the ſcede of yeur 
ſuite in a more fertill ſople, fo) in mee no grattes ot grauntes, oz 
flowers of affirming will by any meanes growe, but only double 
denialles, and ragged repulſes. Hts replie hereto, with diuers 
other diſcourſes which palſed beetween them; J will omit, left 
J ſhould weery vcu with the weery fople which hee made of it. 
And beddes, J would not you ſhould take exemple by her, ta hang of 
ſo ſtrangelp, when you are ſited ta ſo humbly: and not to faire dil⸗ 
liking lo deepely, when in deede ytu lou intirelp. Foxnetwith- 
ſtanding all his erneſt ſuite, hee could not receiue fo wutch as 
one good woꝛde of good will, Atlength, the dauneing being done, 
the banquet was begunne, whereuppon their ralke. realled, kut 
his laue dayly increaſet: inſumutch that hee fully reſolued with 
himſeife (hoping itherby; ſomewhat tu bee eaſen of his griefe) to 
flak country; friendes — 2 — "T 
ANTS ber, to this eller 
== Seeing 
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Seeing (mott mercylelle Piltres) neither my perſoncan pleaſe 
vou, neither mp lyuing lyke you, neither my calling content you, 
neither my lingular affection towards pou cauſe you to requite it 
with lpke lone, J meane vtterly to abandon the place of pour a- 


| bode, and to beſtow my ſelfe in ſome ſutch karre country, whyther 


not ſo much as the repozt of pour vertue & beauty ſhal comethoping 
thereby ſamewhat to appeaſe my paine, and to allwage the rygour 
of my raging loue. Foz as the ſenle ol ſeeing is moſt ſharpe: ſo 


is that paine molt pinching, to ſee the thing one ſecketh , and 


can not polleſſe it, Lyke as the Grephounde is greeued to ſee 
the Hare, ifhe be kept in lippe, and the Þauke the Partridge, if 
thee be tyed in lunes, and as the common ſaping is, that which the 
eye ſeeth, che hart greueth: Likewiſe toheare of your happie mari⸗ 
age with ſome other, would be litle better then death vnto mee, 
to thinke any other ſhould inioy that, which by law of loue is pꝛo⸗ 
per to mp ſelfe : and to heare of pour vnlucky linking with any, 
would be death it ſelfe vntomee, to thinke that my only toy ſhould 
line in annop, Therefoze I thinke the belt way to mitigag my 
matirdome, ia to abſent mp ſelfe from both hearing and ſeen}; J 
could reaue mp ſelfe of life, and ſo rid my ſelfe of ſtrife, but alas to 
imbꝛue my hands wich mine owne blood, would but bzing tomy bo⸗ 
dy deſtruction, to my ſoule damnation, tomy friendes deſolation, 
and to pour ſelfe defamation. Uhereas by contynuing my care- 
full life, I map atleaſt oꝛ atlaſte make manifeſt che conſtancy: of 
mp loue to the whole wozld, and ſome wap implop my lelfe to doe 
you ſeruice. Fo aſſure your ſelfe chis, that what land foeuer I ſhal 
lodge in, my hart and body ſhal be dedicated to doe you duty and ſer: 
uice. And thus redy to goe ſeawarde, J ſtay only ta know whether 
it ſtand with your good pleaſure to commannd mee any ſeruice. 
pour while he is, Curiatius. 
Horatia hauing readthis letter, and thintzing he had ſufficienc- 
ly ſounded the depth ofhis deuotion towards her, returned him this 
comfortable anſwer. 1 e | 
Albeit ſir. I nothing doubt of your departure out of your country, 


fo) that nothing is moꝛe deere to any man thẽ his owne natiue ſaple, 
and beſides J knowyouvſe it only foxameane tu moue mee to mer: 


cy: pet to confeſle the truethy the ſecret gond well which lang lince 
longer 


A baue boyne you, will not fuer mee ta conceals Num you any 
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longer the ſecrets of my thoughtes, Therefoze pou ſhall under 
ſtand J haue not vſed this ſtrangeneſſe cowards you, fo that mp 
minde hath been eſtranged o2 alienated from you, but only ts trle 
the trueth of pour good will towards mee. Fo? if fo2 one repulſe 
82 two (like an ill hound, which fo2 ore loſle oz twaine giuech over 
| thechaſe) you would haue giuen ouer pour ſuite, I might haue iud⸗ 
ged rightix, chat you had loued but lightly, But now J ſee you con- 
timie to the ende, there is no reaſon but pou ſhould bee ſaued, if 
Imap terme it ſauing, che hauing of ſo wozthles a wife as my 
ſelfe. But aſſure pour ſelfe this, J haue not ſhewed my ſelle heres 
tofoꝑe in loue ſo colde and faint, as hereafter you ſhall findemee in 
aflection feruent and faithfull. Jthinke pour labour ſhalbe litle ta 
geat my friendes good will, lc if their indgment agree wich 
mine, they will thinke you woozthy of a wozthier wife, and ra⸗ 
ther thankefullp accept vou, then daintily delay you, Thus re- 
dy to reſtoare the iniury Jhaue done pou, with any curteſie con⸗ 
uenient to my maydenly eſtate, J ceaſle, not ceaſſing dayly to re⸗ 
code the deapth of your good wil in che bottome ofmy hart, exde= 
uoꝛing by al meanes poſſible to ſhewe my lelk thankkul fop the ſame, 
Tours, and her owne, if yours : Horatia. 

This letter ſo louing, ſovnlooked foz, ſo [weete, ſo ſodaine, rai⸗ 
ſed him from heauineſle to happineſle, from hell to heauen, fron 
death to life. And pꝛeſently hereuponhe pꝛocured her parentes con- 
ſent, who were ſo willing thereto, that they gaue him great thankes 
that it would pleaſe him to match in their ſtocke and kinred, 
thinking perchaunce that he had been a man ok a higher calling 
then in deede he was, and pꝛayed to God that their daughter mighe 
become a wife wozthp offutch a huſband, And hereupon the day 
ofthe ſolemnizing of themariage was appointed, but many things 
(as the ſaping is) happen betweene the cup and the lip, many 
thinges chaunce betweene the booꝛd and the bed: man purpoſeth, 
and God diſpoleth, and it is che faſhion of foxtunc commonly thus 
to frame, that when hope and hap, when health and wealth, are 
highest, then woe and wꝛacke, diſeaſe and death, are nighell. 
Foz in this manner it happened this mariage to be marred. There 
aroſe a quarrel betweene the towne of Albania, pche citie of Rome, 
which not with woozdes, but only with weapons muſt be dect= 
ded e hurly burlp there wag in either towne, nothing kut war, 


ars - 
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war, war, the Cannons roard, the barbed hoꝛle neighed, the glit⸗ 
tring armour ſhined, the boyſtrous billes and pearcing pikes pꝛel⸗ 
ſed fo ward, the dartes were dꝛelled, the bowes were bent, the wo- 
men wept, the childzen cryed, the Trumpets ſounded Tan tara, 
the Dummes ſtroke vp the mournefull marching fozwarde, and 
the 'ſouldiours on-both ſides marched in battaile arap vnto the 
field. Amongſt whom Curiatius, as one of the moſt couragious 
captains and boldeſt bloods of the Albanes, was the fozmoſt, But 
to leaue the battaile, and come tothe conflict which Horatia had 
with her ſell when ſhe hearde that her beloued was in armes againſt 
her citie: She fell koꝛſooch to reaſoning with her ſelle, in this ſoꝛte. 
DO moſt doubtkull diſtrelle that euer podze damſell was dꝛiuen to. 
Fo) whom hall J offer vp ſacrifice:, fox whom ſhall J make my 
vowes ? fox whom ſhall J pꝛay fox victoꝛie ? to whom ſhall J wiſh 
the onerth2ow' on the oneſide-fighteth mp friend,on the other ſive 
my father: on the one ſide the citie wherin J am, is in danger to be 
ſacked, on the other ſide the towne whither J muſt go; is in peril to 
be ſpoyled : on che one fide J am lyke to loolſe my lotie, on che other 
ſide mine owne life. So that Iknow not to whethet parte J ought 
ta incline in hart. No can: Why, a woman ought to fozlake father 
and mother, and followe her huſband. But, ought any ching to bee 
moꝛe lweete vnta mee, then the citiewherin J was bozne % why, 
ought not his Citie to bee counted mine, wee being both one fleſh? 
But like is ſweete to euery one, ful ſower God knoweth to me, with⸗ 
ont his loue and lyfe : So that if my will might woozke effect, J 
would rather wiſh that ol the two, Rome might run to ruine. But a- 
lag, dareth he lay ſiege tothe Citie wherin Jam: Is he not afraide 
to ouerthꝛow the houſe that harboureth mee: Doubteth hee not 
leaſt ſome peece ſhould pearte my tender bꝛeaſt : Pes no doubt of 
it, hee deepely doubteth it: but alas, they that are bounde, mut 
obey, hee muſt followe of foxce his generall captaine, vnleſſe hee 
will incurre the ſulpition of cowardlpneſſe,o treſon, oꝛ both : Like 

as Vliſſes was greatly defamed, bicauſe hee faigned himſelfe to be 

mad, kn that he would not goto the liege ol Troy. No, God ſhield 
my Curiatius from ſhame, God ſende him either friendly to enter 
into the citie, al quarels being ended k truice taken, eithet valiantly 
to venture into the Citie, and with triumphant armes to imbꝛace 
mee. By chis time both the armies were met, and e 
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£ffifton of blood, the generall Captapnes entred into this agree- 
ment. There were in eyther army thee bzothers, of great cou⸗ 
rage and countenaunce, the Romanes were named Horaty, 
bzothers to the Gentlewoman beefoze ſpoken ok, the Albanes 
were called Curiatu, whereof one was the Gentleman befoze men⸗ 
tioned, Now it was concluded that theſe bzothers on both ſides 
ſhould by dint of lwoꝛde ſtint the ſtrife betweene theſe townes: and 
if the Horati conquered the Curiatii, chat then the Albanes ſhould 
remapne bnder the rule and Empire ok the Romanes : if other⸗ 
wile , then otherwiſe. Herevppon thele ſixe valiaunt Champi⸗ 
Ons at the ſound of the Trumpets entred the liſts, and fell to furious 
light: within ſhoꝛt time two of the Horatii were ſlatne , & al the thiee 
Curatu wounded : the Romane remapning alone to withſtand 
thꝛee, retired ſomewhat backe, to the intent to ſingle his enemies 
one from another, which doone, hee ſue them all one after another. 
This valtant victozy atchiued, with great toy & triumph he returned 
into the citie, and amongſt the reſt redy toreceiue him was his liſter 
Horatia, who knewe nothing perticulerly of that which was done in 
the field, but only that the Romans were victoꝛs. But ſeeing a far 
of about her bzothers ſhoulders the coat armour ok her Curiatius, 
which ſhee her lelle with needle woꝛke had curiouſſy made, being 
thereby fully aſſured ok his death, ſhee was dꝛiuen into theſe dolefull 
playntes. O heattens, what helliſh ſight doo Jſee, kar moze dolo- 
rous and dangerous then monſtrous Meduſaes head: And is mp 
Curatius ſlayne: then care come cut in ſunder my coꝛps, then dole 
deliver me to the dꝛeadlull dartes of death. Foz what life (alas) in 


fſthis lite is to bee counted like, without his life and loue :łoꝛ ſo to liue, 


as not to lyue: why ſhould J long any longer to liue: Mhat ioy in 
this common ioy can J count iop, and not him inioy, who was my 
only ioy: No though the whole citie ſing in triumph, J mut ſoz⸗ 
rowe in tozment ; though the Romanes vaunt of victozte, I mulk 
complapne of ouerthzowe: though they flooziſh in pꝛolperitie, J 
mutt fade in aduerſitie : though they ſwine in bliſſe, Jmuſt bathe 
in bale : though they line in peace, J mut leade my life in warre: 
though they poſlefle pleaſure, J mult pine away in paine. Foꝛ my 
triumph, my victozie,mp pꝛolperitie, my bliſſe, my peace, mp plea⸗ 
{ure is periſhed: Pea now my marping is turned to mourning , my 
wedding to weeping, my wealth by i is waſted , my floure of 
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toy by the cold froſt of cankred fight is defaced:Yea what flower can 
flouriſh where no ſunne doth ſhine${Ghat ſunne can ſhine incloſed 
cloſe in earth:my ſunne alas is dead, x down fot ener riſing again,# 
the wozld wich me is at an end, and done fo) euer toping ag ain. Woe 
worth the cauſe, the quarrel, the cõllict, chat bꝛought my Curiatius to 
this cureles caſe.O would to god my citie had ben lacked, my krends 
ſpoiled, and my bꝛothers bꝛought to bane, rather then my Curiatius 
ſhould haue come to this carefull end. O bꝛother, thou haſt not only 
ſain thy foes, but thy friends, thou halt not only killed Curiatius, 
but thou haſt wounded chin own ſiſter to death. Her bzother paſſing 
by her, and hearing her heauy plaints, being therewith rapt into 
great rage, and with pꝛide ofthe victozy almoſt beſids himlelk, dꝛem 
his ſwozv,fogetting al lawes ol nature &humanitie,thzult his liter 
therwith to the harte, ſaying, Geat thee hence ta thy kinde ſpoule 
wich thy vnkinde loue, who foꝛgetteſt thy bꝛothers that are dead, thy 
bꝛother that is aliue, c the conqueſt ol chy countrey:x lo come it to e⸗ 
uery Roman that ſhal lamẽt the death o an enemy to the Romans. 
You haue hearde (Gentlewomen) chat one harmekull hand, made 

a hande ok two harmelelle wights, and that hand had hangd himlelfe 


to, if his father by his pitifull petition had not purchaſed his pardon. 


Now J would heare pour iudgementes, to whom pou thinke this 
lamentable end of theſe louers ought to be imputed. Surely J 
thinke Horatia chiefly in faulte , foz holding of ſo long befoze 
ſhee woulde accept and acknowledge the loue of her berloued. 
Fo2 if ſhee would by any reaſonable ſuite haue been woon,thep had 
been maried long time befoze this warre begunne, thep had dwel⸗ 
led quietly together in Albania, and Curiatius being a married 
man, ſhould not haue been pꝛeſt tothe warres, but ſhould haue been 
ſuffred to trye his manhood at home with his wife. So that her lin⸗ 
gring loue, haſtened her and his deach, her ſelfewill, wꝛought her 
ſelfe and hym wzacke. And foz her Bother „his -offence 
was litle, fo; in killing Curiatius, he pꝛocured conqueſt to his 
Country , and commendation to him ſelfe : and in killing his 
Silter,heeeaſed her of ſo mutch labour, and ſaued her ſoule from 
damnation: Foz he knewe ſhee woulde deſperatelye doo her 
(elfe to death, and conſidering the miſerye ſhee was in, thought hee 


could nat doo her a greater plealure, then to cauſe her to dye fox her 
Curiatius his caule, a — 
— Nows 
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Now Jam by this ſfozy to admoniſh por vertuous Uirgins, 
which looke ſo loltily on them which ſerue you duetifully, whiche 
Iyghtlp account of thoſemarriages, which pour parentes (greatly 
tendering vou) doo tender vnto yott, which dziue of with delayes 
thole which are dꝛawen into deepe deſire towardes you, to marke 
the ende ok her ſumeſſe, and ſee what was due to her daynty delaxes, 
And if pou repoſe any credit in my counſayle, I would neuer wiſh 
vou to couet to continue mapdes, 02 to keepe pour virginitie too 
long. It is a Jewell hard to bee inioped with ioy, it is a pearle 
hard to bee pꝛeſerued from perill. Therefoze to auopde inconue- 
nientes, take tyme in time, let not ſlip occaſion, fo2 it is baulde be⸗ 
hynde, it cannot bee pulled backe agapne by the heare. Parrye 
whyle pou are poung, chat you may ſee ycur kriute floziſh beloꝛe 
pour ſelues fade, chat you bee not in doubt oz diſpapze ot hauing chil⸗ 
dꝛen, oz in daunger ok pour lyues in hauing childꝛen, chat you mape 
haue great tyme to rid a great many ot huſbandes, chat no day may 
paſſe without dalliance, that you be not thought vnwile inrefuſing 
good offers, that you be not iudged dildaineſull in contemning thole 
which are woozthy ok you, that wich Daphney you be not turned to 
trees fo) niceneſſe, with Anaxarete to ſtones ko; cruelneſſe, and with 
3 harte not your ſelues and pour friendes wich dayntp⸗ 
nelle. . | 


Cephalus and Procris. 


CE Cephalus a luſty young gallant, and Proeris a beautifull girle, 
both of the Duke of Venice Courte, become eche amorous 
of other, and notwithſtanding delayes procured, at length 
are matched in marriage. Cephalus pretending a far iourney 
and long abſence, returneth beefore appoynted time to trye 
his wiues truſtineſſe. Procris falling into the folly of extreme 
ielouſie ouer her husband, purſueth him priuely into the 
wooddes a hunting, to ſce his beehauiour: whom Cephalur 
hearing to ruſshell in a bushe wherein ſhee was ſhrowded, - 

and thinking it had bin ſome game, ſlaieth her vnwares, and 
perceiuiug the deed , conſumeth himſelf to death for ſorow . 


Nil Fe 
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12 is the pꝛouident policte ol the diuine power, the intent wee 
thoulde not bee too pꝛoudly puft vp with pꝛoſperitie, molt com- 
monly to mix it with ſome ſower fops of aduerſitie, and to appoirs 
the river of our happineſſe to runne in a ſtreame of heauineſle , as 
by all his benefites bounttfullye beſtowed on vs, mape bee playne⸗ 
lye perceyued, whereok there is not anye one ſo abſolutely good and 
perfect, but that there bee inconueniences as well as commoditpes 
incurred thereby. The golden gliſtering Sunne, which gladdeth 
aͤll earthly wightes, parcheth the Sommers greene, and bla⸗ 
ſteth their beautie whiche blaze they face therein: The fy2e,. 
which is a moſt neceſſary element vnto vs, conſumeth molt ſtately 
towꝛes and ſuinytuous cities: the water, which we want in euery 
thing we do, deuourech inſtnit numbers of men, and huge heapes of 
treaſure and ritches: the atre, whereby wee line , is death to the 
diſeaſed oꝛ wounded man, and being infected; it is the canſe of al our 
plagues and peſtilences: the earch, which peeldeth koode toſuſtayne 
our bodies, yeldeth poiſon alſo to bane our bodies: the goods, which 
do vs good, oltentimes wogk our decay and ruin: chtldzen which are 
our comkozte , are alſo our care: marriage , whiche is a meane to 
make vs immoztall, and by our renewing offpzing to reduce our 
name from death, is accompanied with cares in number fo end- 
leſſe, and in cumber lo cureleſle,chat ik the pzcſetuationpfmankinde, 
and the pꝛopagation ok our ſelues in our kinde, did not pꝛouoke vs 
therto, we ſhould hardly bee allured to enter into it. And amongſt all 
the miſeryes that marche vnder the enſigne of marrpage, in 
my fancte there is none that mote topmentes vs, then that hate- 
full Helhounde Jeloulpe,as the hickoꝛx whiche vou pal heare, ſhall 
ſhewe. 
You ſhall vnderſtand, i in the Dukes Court ol Venice ſpent his 
tyme one Cephalus, à Gentleman ok great calling, and good 
qualities, who at the firſt time hee inlinuated himlelke into the locie⸗ 


tie ofthe Ladies and Gentlewomen , made no ſpectall oz curious 


court to any one, but generally vſed a dutifit regarde towards them 
all, and ſhewed himſelke in ſpoxt ſo pleaſaunt, in talke ſo wittie, 
in maners lo modeſt, and in al his conuerſation ſo comly, chat though 
he were not ſpecially loued of any, yet was he generally liked of all, 
and though he himſelfe were not ſpecially vowed to any , yet was 
be Eu vewed of — name was Procris, a pꝛoper gentle- | 
woman, 
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woman, deſcended ok noble parentage , And chough at the rſt her 
fancy towardes him were not great, yet ſhee ſetmed to ret eyue moꝛe 
contentation in his company, then in any other Gentleman of the 
croupe , But as materiall fyze in ſhoꝛt time groweth from glowing 
coales to flaſhing flames: ſo the kyze ol loue in her, in ſhoꝛt time grew 
from flytting fancy to fyzme affection, and ſhee beegan to ſettle ſo 
ſurely in goodwill towardes him, that ſhee reſolued with her ſelfe, 
hee was the onely man ſhee would bee matched to, ik ſhee were euer 
married: And beeing alone in her lodging, ſhee entred with her 
ſelke into this reaſoning. 8 

How vnequally is it pꝛouided, that thoſe which woꝛſt may, Are 
dziuen to holde the Candle : That wee which are in body tender, in 
wit weake, by reaſon of our youth vnc kilfull, and in all things with⸗ 
out experience, ſhould bee conſtrained to beare the loadſome burden 
of laue, whereas ryper peeres, who haue wiſedome to wield it, and 
reaſon to repꝛeſſe it, are ſeldome o2 neuer oppꝛeſſed with it? Good 
God, what fiery flames ol fancy doo kry within mee: what delpze: 
what luſt: what hope: what truſt: what care: what diſpaire: what 
feare* what fury? that fo me, which haue alwayes lined free and in 
pleaſure , to bee tozmented therewith, ſeemeth litle better then the 
bitter pangues of death. Fo2 as the colte, the firſt time he is rid⸗ 
den, lnukteth at the ſnaffle; and thinketh the bit moſt bitter vnto hints - 
ſo the yoke of lone ſeemeth heauy vnto mee, becauſe my necke neuer 
felt the koꝛce thereofbefoze , and now am J firlt taught to dꝛawe nip 
dayes in dolonr and griefe . And ſo mutch che leſſe J lpke this lot, 
by how mutch the leſle J looked foy it, and ſo mutch the moꝛe ſower 
it is, by how mutch the moze ſodaine it is. Foz as the Bird that 
hops from bough to hough, and vttreth many a pleaſant note, not 
knowing how nere her deſtruction dꝛaweth on, is caught in ſnare be⸗ 
foe ſhee bee ware: ſo, while J ſpentmp time in pleaſure, aſſcone 


plaping, aſſoone parling, now dawncing, nowdallying , ſometime . - 


laughing, but alwayes loytering, and walking in the wide fleldes 
ol freedome, and large leas ok libertie, I was ſodenlyincloſed in the 
ſtrait bondes ol bondage. But J ſee, and J ſigh and ſozowtolee, 
that there is no cloth ſo line, but moathes wil eate it, no pꝛon ſo hard. 
but ruſt will fret it, no wood ſo ſound, but woꝛmes will putrifie it, no 
mettall ſo courſe, but fire will purifie it, noꝛ no Maide ſo free, but 
lone will bzing her into thꝛaldome and bondage. But ſecing tze 
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Goddes haue ſs appoynted it, why ſhould J reſiſt them {ſeeing the 
deſtinies haue decreed it, why ſhould J withſtand them: ſeeing mp 
Foztune hath framed it, why ſhould J frowne at it: ſeeing my 
fancy is fat fixed , why ſhould J alter it: ſeeing my bargayne 
is good , why ſhould J repent it: ſeeing J loſe nothing by it, 


why ſhould J complapne of it? ſeeing my chopce is ryght worthy, 


why ſhould Jmiſipke it? ſeeing Cephalus is my Satat,why ſhould 


J nat honour bim: ſeeing hee is my ioy, why ſhould J not inioy him: 


ſeeing Jam his, why ſhould he be not mine: pes Cephalus is mine, 
and Cephalus ſhal be mine, op els J pꝛoteſt by the Heauens, that ne⸗ 
uer any man ſhal be mine, 

CEuer akter this ſbee oblerued all opoztunities to giue hym in⸗ 
telligence, as modeſfipe as ſhee myght, of her goodwill towardes 
bym , And as it happened a company of Gentlewomen to ſit tal⸗ 
king together, they entred into connnendation ok the byſtoes 
which befoze had been tolde them, ſome commending thts Gen⸗ 
tlemans ſtoꝛies, ſome that, accoꝛding as their fancy fozced them, but 
Procris ſeemed to pteferre the hiſtoꝛies of Cephalus, both fo2 that 
Caith ſhe) his diſcourſes differ from the reſt , and beſides, that mee 
thinkes the man amendeth che matter mutch. Cephalus,though out 
of light,vec not out of hearing, replied in this ſoꝛt. And ſurely (Gene 
tlewoman) the man thinketh himſelfe mutch mended by your com⸗ 
mendation, and aſſure your ſelfe , vou ſhal as redily commaund him, 
as you curteouſly commend him, 

The Gentlewoman bluſhing hereat, ſapd, ſhee thought hee had 
not been ſo neere, but touching your anſweare (ſapth ſhee) haue 
not ſo good eaule to commaunde pou, as commend ycu : foz as 
thinke ou wel wozthy of the one, ſo Ithinke mp ſelfe far vnwoꝛthy 
ofthe other: but bee bolde ofthis , if at any time J commaunde you, 
it ſhall bee to your commoditie. I can not ( ſaych hee) but count 
pour commaumndement a commoditie, only in that you ſhall thinke 
mee woꝛthy to doe pou ſeruice: neither will J wiſhe any longer to 
lute, chen I may be able, oꝛ atleaſt willing, to do pou due and dutifull 
ſeruice. If ſir(ſaich ſhe ſofcly vnto him) it were in my power to put 
you to ſutch ſeruice as I thought you woꝛchy ok, vou ſhould not conti⸗ 
nue in the condition ofa ſeruant long, but pour eſtate ſhoulde bee 

altered, and pou ſhould commaunde another whple , and J would 

obey. Je.hallbe( good miltres loch ber) inpour power oviſpole 
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okmee at your pleaſure, foz I wholly commit my ſelfe to pour curte- 
ſie, thinking my eſtate moze free to ſerue vnder ycu , then to raigne 
ouer any other whatſoeuer: and J ſhould count my ſelke moſt happy, 
ik I might either by ſeruice, duty, oz lene, counteruaile your continu⸗ 
all goodneſſe towardes mee. Upon this the company bꝛake of, and 
therwith their talke , But Cephalus,ſeeing her goodwill ſo great 
towardes him, began as faſt to frame his fancy towardes her, 
ſothat loue remained mutuall betweene them. Which her father 
perreiuing, and notliking bery well ofthe match,foz that he thought 
his daughter not olde yenough fo2 ahuſbande , no2 Cephalus ritch 
penough fox ſutch a wike, to bzeake the bond ok this amitie went this 
way to wozke-. He wꝛeught fo with the Duke of Venice, that this 
Cephalus was ſent poſt in ambaſſage tothe Turke , hoping in his 
abſence to alter his daughters affection, Thich tourney , as it was 
nothing ioytul to Cephalus, ſo was it ſo painful to Procris, that it 
had almoſt pꝛocured her death. Foz being ſo warely wacht by her 
waſpith parents, that ſhe could neither ſee him, no; ſpeake with him 
beloꝛe his departure, ſhe got to her chamber window, and there hea- 
uily behelde the Ship wherin he was loꝛowfully ſapling away: Yea 
ſhe bent her eyes with ſich foxce to behold it, that ſhee ſaw the ſhip 
farther by a mile, chen any els could poſſibly ken it. But when it was 
cleane out ok her ſight,ſhe ſatd, Now farewell my ſweet Cephalus, 
farewell my top,farewel my life: ah if J might haue but geuen thee 
a careful kiſle, and a fainting farewel bekoze thy departure, J ſhould 
haue been the better able to abide thy aboade from mee, and per⸗ 
chaunce thou wouldeſt the better haue mynded mee in thy ablence, 
but now J know thy will, will water with the windes, thy faith will 
fleete wich the floodeg. and thy pooze Procris ſhal be put cleane ore 
of thy remembꝛance. Ah, why accuſe J thee of inconffancy% 
No, I knowe the ſeas will firſt be dꝛye, beloꝛe thy kapth from mee 
ſhall flye. But alas, whatthall conſtancy pꝛeuaile, if chyTpfe do 
faile+ Mee thinkes J ſee thehopſing waues lyke a huge army to 
allaile the ſides ol thy Ship, mee thinkes J lee the pꝛouling pirats 
which purſte thee,mee thinks J heare the roaring Cannons in mine 
eare which are ſhot to ſinke thee, mee thinks J ee the ragged rocks 
which ſtande redy to reaue thy Shippe in lunder, mee thinkes 
ſee the wylde beaſtes whiche rauenouſſy runne with open mouthes 
to deueure thee , mee thinkes J lee the theeues whiche * 
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ruſhe out ol the woods, to robbe thee , mee thinkes Jheare the froth: 
leſle Turkes enter into conſpiracie to kill thee, mee thinkes I feele 
the kurious foxce ot their wicked weapons pitiouſly to ſpoyle thee, 
Thele lightes and thoughtes, depꝛiued her boch ok ſeeing, and thin⸗ 
king, fo Thee fel herewith downe dead to the grounde : and when her 
wayting woman could not by any meanes reuiue her, ſhee cryed cut 
foꝛ her mother to come helpe: who beeing come, and hauing aſlaied 
all the meanes ſhee could fo2 her daughters recouery , and ſeeing 
no ſigne of lyke in her, ſhee kell to outragious outcries, ſaying, O 
bit goddes, why are pou the authours ok ſutch vanaturall and vn⸗ 
timely death: O furious feende,not God ok loue , why doſt thou thus 
diueliſhly deale with my daughter: O ten times curled bee the time 
that euer Cephalus ſet foote in this Court. At the name of Cepha- 
Jus the maide beegan to open her eyes , which bekoze death had da⸗ 
z3eled, which her mother perceyuing, ſapd, Beholde daughter, thy 
Cephalus is ſafely returned, and come to ſee thee. Wikerewith 
ſhee ſtart fcom the bed whereon they had layed her, and ſtaring wild⸗ 
ly about the chamber, when ſhee could not ſee him, ſhee ſunke downe 
againe, Now her parentes percepſting what polleſlion loue had tas 
ken ok her, thought it labour loft to endeuour to alter her determina: 
tion, but made her faythful poꝛmile ſhe ſhould haue their furtherance 
and conſent to haue her Cephalus to hulbande at his returne, wher⸗ 
with ſhee was at length made ſtrong to indure the annoy ot his ab⸗ 
lence. It were tedious to tell che pꝛapers, the pꝛoceſſions, the pil⸗ 
grimages , the Sacrifices , the vowes ſhee made fo2 his ſafe re: 
turne let this ſuffice to declare her rare good wil.cowardes him, that 
hearing ok his happy comming towardes the Courte , ſhee feared 
leaſte his ſodaine light woulde bꝛing her ſutch exceſſiue delight, 
that her ſenſes ſhould not bee able to ſuppoꝛt it, and therekoze got 
her into the highelt place ok the houle, and behelde him comming 
afar of, and ſo by litle and litle, was partaker of his pꝛeſence, and 
yet at the meetyng, ſheewas moze free of her teares, then ok her 
toung, ko; her greetyng was onely weeping , wozde ſhee could ſay 
none. 

Cephalus inflamed with this her vnkaigned loue, made all the 
friendes hee could to haſten the mariage between them. But the 
olde ſaving is; haſt maketh waſt, and bargains made in lpeede, are 
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rommon!y repented at lealure. Foz married they were, to both their 
inexplicable ioy, which ſhoꝛtly after turned to both their vnſpeakable 
annoy , Fo; the increaſe is ſmall of ſeede to timely ſowen, che whelps 
are euer blinde, that dogges in haſt doo get, the truites ful ſcore doo 
rot, which gathered are to ſone, the mault is neuer lweete, vnlelle the 
fire bee ſokte, and hee that leapeth befoze hee looke, may hap to leape 
into the bzooke , My meaning is this, that Cephalus his ſhare mutt 
needes bee ſozow, who would lo rathly and vnaduiſedly enter into 
ſo intricate an eſtate as wedlocke is. The Philoſophers will vs ta 
eate a buſhell of ſalt with a man, beefoze wee enter into ſtrict fami⸗ 
liaritie wich him: but IJ thinke a whole quarter litle penough to eate 
with her, with whom wee enter into ſutch a bond that onely death 
mult diſſolue. Which rule if Cephalus had obſerued, hee had pꝛe⸗ 
ſerued him ſelfe from moſt irkeſome inconueniences. But he at all 
aduentures ventred vpon one of whom he had no tryal, but ot a litle 
trifling loue. J like but litle ol thoſe marriages, which are made in 
reſpecte ok ritches, leſle of thoſe in reſpect of honours but leaſt of 
all, of thoſe in reſpect ofhaſty, fooliſh , and fond affectian. Foz, 
ſoone hot, ſoone colde, nothing violent, is permanent, the caule ta⸗ 
ken away, che effecte vaniſheth, and when beautie once kadech ( wher⸗ 
ofthis light loue fo2 che moſt part ariſeth)goodwil ſtraight faylech. 
Well, this hot loue ſhee bare him, was the onely caule or his haſty 
and heaup bargaine, koꝛ womanlineſle ſhee had none (her peeres 
were too young) vertue ſhee had litle( it was not vled in the Courte) 
modeſty ſhee had not mutch (it belongeth not to louers) good go⸗ 
uernement and ſtayed wit ſhe wanted (it is incident to few women) 
to be ſhoꝛte, his choyce was grounded rather vpon her goodlineſſe 
then godlineſle, rather vppon her beauty then bertue, rather vppon 
ber affection then diſcretion But lutch as hee lowed „ he reapte, 
ſutch as hee ſought , he founde , ſutch as hee bought, he had, to wit, 
a witles wench to his wife. Therefoze J would wiſhe mp friendes, 
euer to ſow that which is ſound, to lecke that which is lure , to buie 
chat which is pure. J meane, I would haue them in the chopce of 
ſutch choyce ware, chiefly to reſpect good conditions and vertue: 
that is the onely ſeede which will yeeld good increaſe , that ts the on⸗ 
ly thing wozthy to bee ſought, that is the onely thing which cannot 
bee too deerely bought. And wholoeuer hee be that, in any other 
reſpecte whatldeuer, entrech into the oy eſtate of matrinony — 
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himlooke foz no better a pennywozth then Cephalus had, which 
was alothſome lyke, and deſolate death. Fo within a yeere oꝛ two 
after they had been maried, his fancy wasin a menner fully fed, and 
his viſozdinate deſire of her began to decay. ſo that he began plainly 


to ſee, and rightly to iudge ok her nature and diſpolitiõ, which at firſt 
the parcialitie of his loue, o2 rather outrage ok his luſt, would noe 
pernitte him to perceyue. And ſeeing her retchles regardes and 
lighte lookes, which ſhee now vled towardes all men, remembꝛing 
therwithall how lightly he him ſelfe won her, he began greatly to 
doubt ok her honeſt dealing towards him: and hauing occaſion of far 
iournep, and long ablence from her, he wought this pꝛactile to try 
her trueth. Me told her, his aboade from her muſt ok necellity be four⸗ 
ty weekes: but at the halfe peeres ende, by that time his heare was 
wildly growen, he apparelled him ſelfe altogether contrary to his 
wonted guiſe , ald by reaſon of his heare lo diſguiſed him ſeife, that 
he was not knowen of any: which done, his necellarie affayzesdiſpatz 
ched, he returned into his owne country, and came to his owne horſe 
in manner ok a ſtraunger which trauapled the comtry, where hee 
founde his wife in moze ſober ſozte then he looked koz; and recey⸗ 
ued ſutch curteous entertainement, as was conuenient foꝛ a gueſt, 
Hauing ſotourned there a day oz two, at conuenient time he attemp⸗ 
ted her chaſtitie in this ſoꝛt. 
If ( fayze Gentlewoman) no acquaintance myght iuſtly crate 
any credyte , 02 little merites great meede, J would repozte vnto 
pou the caule of my repay2e , and crane at pour handes the cure 
of my care: but ſeeing there is no lykelyhood chat either my woꝛdes 
{hall be beleeued, oz my woe releeued, IJthinke better with paine 
to conceale my ſozrow, then in vaine reueale my ſuite. The Gen⸗ 
tlewoman ſomewhat tickled with theſe trifling woozdes , was ra: 
ther deſirous to haue him manifeſt che myſtery ol his meaning, then 
willing he ſhould deſiſt from his purpole, and therfoze gaue him this 
anſweare. | 
Jam (Sir) okopinion, that credyte map come diners wayes 
belides acquaintance, and J my ſelfe haue knowen mutch good 
done to many without delerte: and therekoze if your wooꝛdes be 


true, and pour deſire due, doubte not, but you ſhall be both credited, 
And cured, 


- Foxtherrueneſſeofmy woes (lapthhe) Jappealetothe hes. 
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tens fo2 witnelle, lo the dueneſle ol my deſire, J appeale to your cute 
elite fo2 indgement, The wozdes J haue to vtter, arethele, 

There chaunced not long ſince to traueile thozowe the countrie 
wherein lyeth mp lining, a Knight, named Cephalus: and though 
the repoztofthe pozte and houle which I mapntapne be not great, 
pet it is ſutch, chat it ſendeth me many gueſtes in the yeere: it plea⸗ 
fed this Cephalus to ſotourne the tpace of thꝛee oz foure dates with 
me, and in way of talke, to paſſe away the time, he made relation at 
large vnto me ofhis country, ołhis condition and ſtate, oł his ſpecial 
ꝓlace of abode and dwelling,ofhis landes and liuing, and ſutch like. 
A demaunded ofhim whether he were married, ſaping, All thoſe 
things befoze rehearſed , were not ſufficient to the attaining of 
a happy lite, without a beautiful, faire, and louing wife, Aith that 
he fetcht a deep ſigh, ſaying, J haue (Sir) J would you knew, a wife, 
whole beautie reſembleth che bzightneſle ofthe Sunne, whole face 
doth diſgrace al che ladies of Venice, yea Venus her ſelt, whole loue 
was ſo exceeding great towardes mee, that befoze J was married 
vnto her, hauing occaſton to goe in Ambaſſage to the Turke, ſhee al⸗ 

moſt died at my departure, and neuer was ryghtly reuiued til my re⸗ 
turne. Good God, ſayd J, how can you be lo long abſent from ſo 
louing a wyle ?: How can any meate doe you good, which ſhee gi⸗ 
ueth pou not $ Dowcan you lleepe out ot her armes: It is not laws 
full (ſayth he) fo euery man to doe as he would , J mult doe as my 
buſinelle bindeth mee to doo. Beſides that, euerp man is not ok like 
minde in like matters. Laſtly, it is one thing to haue been happp, it 
is another ching to be happy. Fo? pour buſineſſe(lapd it ſeemeth 
not to be great, by the good company, which J thanke you, your 
haue kent mee this foure dayes: Foz your minde, J know no man 
that would willingly be out ok the company of ſutch a wike: Foz 
your pꝛeſent happineſſe, in deede it may be pour wife is dead, oꝛ that 
her lone is tranſlated from you to ſome ocher. No (ſaytch he) ſhee 
liueth, and J thinke leueth mee: but what good doth golde to him 
that careth not foꝛ it: And can you ( ſayd J) not care foy ſucth a 
golden girle: Then may J lap, vou haue a wpte moꝛe fayze then 
foꝛtunate, and ſhee a hulbande, moge foztunate then fapthfull , A⸗ 
las (ſaych he) with teares in his eyes, it is my great care that J do ſo 
litle care, but no moze hereof J beſeech you. But my blood being 
luflamep with the commendation —_ he gaue to your beauty, 
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and pitying your caſe to haue ſocareleſſe a huſbande ouer you, J lay 
very impoztunately vpon him to impart the whole matter vnto mee, 
and with mutch ado J wzoung thele woꝛdes from him. Sir (ſaich he) 
J ſhall deſire pou to impute my doings not tomy fault, but to the 
fates, and to thinke that whatloeuer is done ill, it is done agaynſt 
mp will. It is ſo, that I remained married with my wife the terms 
of two whole peeres, what time J did not onely make ok her, but 
J made a goddeſſe ok her, and rather dolciſhly doated on her, then du⸗ 
ly loued her: now whether it were the puniſhment ok che gods foꝛ my 
fonde JÞolatry committed vppon her, oz whether they thought her 
too good koꝛ me, oꝛ whether the deſtinies had otherwiſe decreed it, oꝛ 
whether loue be loſt when fancy is once fully fed, oꝛ whether my nas 
ture be to like nothing long, J know not, but at the two yeeres end 
I began ſodaynly in my hart to hate her as deadly, as befoze J 
loued her deepely: yea her very ſight was lo lothſome vnto me, that J 
could not by any meane indure it. And becaule her kriendes are ol 
great countenance, and J had no crime to charge her withall, J durſl 
not leeke deuozcement, but pꝛiuily parted from her, pꝛetending vꝛ⸗ 
gent affaires which conſtrained mee therto , Hereafter Jmeane to 
beſtow my ſelfe in the wars vnder the Emperour,not minding to re⸗ 
turne while ſhee liueth. And koꝛ my maintenance there, Jhaue taken 
oꝛder ſecretly wich my friends, to conueigh vnto mee peerely the res 
uenewes ol my lande. Thus crauing pour ſecrecy herein, J haue 
reuealed vnto pou my carefull cale. The ſtrangeneſſe ok this tale 
made mee ſtand a while in a maze, at length J greatly began to 
blame his diſlopalty , to conceiue without cauſe ſo great diſliking, 
where there was ſo great caule of good liking , But Gentlewoman, 
to confeſle the truth vnto poit , mp loue by this time was fo great toe 
wards you, that I neuer perſwaded him ts returne vnto you , mea⸗ 
ning my ſelfe ta take that paine , and kno ving him better loft then 
found, being no better vato you. Shoztly after this he departed from 
mee towarde the Emperours court, and J tooke my tourney hither 
as you ſee, And this is the tale Jhad to tell you, 

Procris hauing heard this foꝛged tale, with diuers alterations 
and ſundꝛie imaginations with her ſelfe, ſometime fearing it was 
true, loꝛ that he rightly hit diuers pointes which had paſſed betieene 
herhuſbande and her, ſometime thinking it faiſe , fo2 that ſhee had 
firme confidence in her hulbandes fayth and loyalty — her, 
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allonne caſting one likelyhood one wap, alſoone another another 
wap, at length fully reloluing with her ſelfe that his woozdes were 
vtterly vntrue, ſhe replied vnto them in this ſoꝛte. 

Good God, J ſee there is no wooll ſo courſe, but it will take ſome 
tolour, no matter ſo vnlikely, which with wooꝛdes may not be made 
p2obable,noz nothing ſo falſe, which diſſembling men will not kaine 
and koꝛge. Shall it ſinke into my head that Cephalus will fozlake 
mee, wha did foꝛlake all my friendes to take him : Js it lykely hee 
will leaue countrep, kinſkolke, friendes, landes, lpuing, and whiche 
is moſt of all)a moſt louing wife, no cauſe conſtrayning him therto* 
But what vle J reaſons to rekell that which one without eyes may 
ſee is but ſome coyned deuiſe to coſen me: No ſir knight, vou muſt 
ble ſome other pꝛactile to effect your purpole, this is too bꝛoad to bee 
beleeued, this colour is ſo courſe, chat euery man map ſee it, and it is 
ſo blacke, that it will take no other colour to cloud it, the thzeed of 
your hap is fo big, that the Connies ſee it befoze they come at it, 
pour hooke is ſo long, that the bayte cannot hide it, and your deuile 
is too far fetcht,to bꝛing your purpole neere to an ende. Gentlewo⸗ 
man(ſayth Cephalus) J ſee it is ſome mens foꝝtune not to be belee⸗ 
ued when they ſpeake truely, and others to be well thought of when 
they deale falſely: which you haue verified in pour huſband and me, 
who doubt orf my woꝛdes which are true, and nat ol his deedes which 
are falſe, And this J thought at the firſt, which made mee doubt to 
diſcloſe this matter vnto you: fo; I knowe it commonly to bee ſo, 
that trauaplers wooꝛds are not mutch truſted, neither great matters 
{oone beleeued. But when the time of pour hulbandes returne is 
expired, and he not come, then wil you ſap, that Sir Sulahpec( fo ſo 
turning his name hee termed himlelfe)told pou true. Foz my part, 
notwithſtanding the great good will J bare pou , would not ſuffer 
mee to conceale this matter from you, that pou myght pꝛouide fo2 
pour ſelfe : vet J an very well contente vou ſhould giue no credit to 
my woꝛdes fo2 IJ would not pou ſheuld belecue any thing whiche 
might greeue you any way, and J would with you to thinke well, 
till you ſee otherwiſe ; fo euery euill bzingeth griefe penough with 
it when it commeth,though the feare.befoze pꝛocure none, There- 
foze I craue no credit foxmp woꝛdes, my deftre is; chat you will bes 
leette that which pou lee, which is, that fox pour ſake J haue trauap⸗ 
led with great perill and payne out ok mine owne countrey hicher, to 
—— 1 ob 
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4 (Cephalus and Procris. 
yaur houſe, that vpon the repozce of pour beautte J wasſo ſitrp2iſep 
therwith, that I thought euery houre a peere till J had ſeene you, 
that hauing ſcene you, J haue reſolued with my ſelfe to ling and die 
ia pour ſeruice and ſight. Now i in conſideration hereofic ſhal pleaſe 
you to graunt me ſutch grace, as my goodwill deſeruech, you ſhal find 
me ſo thankkull and gratefull fo2 the lame, that no future foꝛtune ſhal 
foꝛce me to foꝛget the pꝛelent benefite which you ſhall beſtowe vpon 
me, and ik it chaunte that pour huſband returne, vou ſhal be ſure al⸗ 
way to in top me as your faythfull friende, and if he neuer come az 
gayne , vou ſhall haue me, if pou pleaſe, fo; pour louing Spoule 
fo2 ener. Yea mary (ſapth Procris ) from hence came thoſe 
teares,hereofp2oceeded pour fozmer fetch, this is it which hath ſe⸗ 
parated my huſvand from me, which hath ſent him to the warres, 
which will cauſe him neuer to returne:afine fetch foxſooth , and cun⸗ 
ningly contriued. Did that repozt which blazed my beautie(which 
God knoweth is none) blemiſh my name ( which J would vou knew 
is good) in ſutch ſoꝛte, that you conceiued hope to win me to your 
wicked wil: Mere you ſo vayn to allure pour ſelte ſo ſurely ot mp va⸗ 
nitie, chat only thereupon pou would vndertake ſo great a tourney; 
no, vou are conuerſant with no Creſſed, you hate no Helen in hand, 
we women will now learne to beware of ſutch guilefill gueſtes, 
No, if you were as cunning as Ioue, that you cuuld conuert pour 
ſelfe into the likenelle ol mine owne huſband, (as Toue came to Alc- 
mena in the likeneſle of her huſvand Amphetrion) J doubt how J 
ſhould receiue vou, til the pꝛeſired time of my huſbands comming 
were come: mutch leſſe ſhall pour fozged tales oz impoꝛtunities 
conſtraine me to receiue you into that credit, and admit pou into that 


place, whiche is, and ſhalbee onlye pꝛoper tomy huſbanve, And 


this anſwere J pꝛap vou let ſuffice you, otherwiſe you may leaue my 
houſe when you liſt. Cephalus liked this geare reaſonably wel, and 
perſwaded himſelfe, chat though he had a wanton wile, yet he had no 
wicked wike. But knowing it the faſhton of women at firit to refule, 
and that what angry face ſoeuer they ſeton the matter, vet it dooth 
them good tobe courted with offers of curteſy, he ment to pꝛoue her 
once agapne,and wentmoze effectually to wozke,to wit, from craft 
to coyne, krom guiles to gikts, from pꝛaiers to pꝛeſentes. Fo2 has 


ing receiued great ffoze ok gold and Jewels foz certain land, which 


he ſold there whyther he tranailed(the only cauſe in deede ok his l 
Us e uaile) 
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uayle)he preſented it al vnta her, ſaying he had ſolde al chat he had in 
his own countrey, minding to make his continnall aboade with her, 


and if the ment ſo rigoꝛouſſy to reiect his goodwill,he willed her to 
take that in token therof,and fo2 himlelfe,he would pꝛocure himlelle 


ſome deſperate death oz other, to auoid that death which her bear⸗ | 


tie and crueltie a thouſand tymes a day dꝛaue him to. 

che Gentlewoman hearing thoſe deſperate wozdes, and ſeeing 
that ritch ſight,moued ſomewhat with pitie, but moze with pention, 
began to yeld to his deſire,and with Danae to hold vp her lap to re⸗ 
reiue the golden ſhewze. O God gold, what canſt thou not doo: But 
O diuel woman, chat wil do moe fo2 gold then goodwil, O Gentle⸗ 
women, what ſhame is it to ſel vily, that which God hath geuen free⸗ 
ly, and to make a gaine ot that, which is moꝛe gratefull to women 
chen men, as Tireſias gaue judgment, Herof came that odious name 
of whoze, which in Latin is Meretrix à merendo, of deſeruing oz 
getting: a thing ſo vnnaturall, that very beaſts abhoz it: ſo vnreaſo⸗ 
nable, as it one ſhould be hyꝛed to doo ones ſelfe good: ſo vnhoneſt, 
that the common ſtewes thereof tooke firlt their beginning. But to 
returne to our ſtozy,Cephalus ſeeing the lewdneſſe of his wife, be- 
waved himlelfe vnto her, who he was:whereupon ſhe was ſurpꝛiſed 
with ſutch came, and he with ſutch loꝛrowe, that they could not long 
time ſpeake ech to other:at length ſhe fel down vpon her knees, hiun⸗ 
bly crauing his pardon. Cephalus knowing women ta be too weake 


to withſtand the might of monp, and thinking that her very nature 


violently dꝛew her to him, whom being her hulband, though to her 
bnknowen, the loued intirely, he thought belt fo his own quiet, and 
to auoid inkamie, to put vp this pꝛeſumption ok euil in his wife pact: 
ently, and to pardon her offence:and ſo they liued quietly together a 
while. But within ſhozt time ſhe, partly foz want ol gouernment, and 
partly thinking her huſband would reuenge the wong which he 
would haue done to him, kel into ſutch a furious ieloſy ouer him, that 
it wꝛought her own deſtruction and his deſolation, Foz this monſle⸗ 
rous miſchieke was ſo marueiloulſpe crept into her harte, 
that ſhe began to haue a very careful and curious eye to the tonuer⸗ 
lation of her hulband, and with her ſelfe ſiniſterly to examine all 
his wooꝛdes and wooꝛkes cowards her. Foz if hee vſed her very 
familtarly , thee ſuppoſed that he flattered her, and did it but to 
colour his falſhood towardes her:ifhe looked ſolemnely on her, hee 
feared the alteration ok his l , and 4 alienation, of his 
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good will from her, and that he rowed in ſome other ſtreame :ifhee 
vled any compap, and frequented any mans houſe, ſhe thought by 
and by chat there dwelt the Saint whom he lerued: if he liued ſolt- 
rarily, and auoyded company, ſhe iudged foozthwith that he was in 


laue ſome where: if he bid any ok his neighbours to his houſe, why, 


they were his Goddeſſes: ik hee inuiced none, ſhee thought hee 


durſt not, leaſt ſhe ſhould ſpie ſome pꝛiuie trickes betweene them: if 
he came home meryly; he had ſped of his purpoſe: ik ſadly, he 
had receiued ſome repulſe:ithe talked plealauntly, his Miſtres had 


ſet him on his merry pinnes: ik he ſapd nothing, ſhe remembzed it 
was one of the pꝛoperties ok loue to be ſilent: if he laughed, it was 
to thinke ot his loue: ikhe ſighed, it was bicaule he was not with her: 
ik he kiſt her, it was to pꝛocure appetite agaynſt he came to his mi⸗ 
ſtres: ifhe kiſt her not, he cared not fo2 her: ik he atchiued any vali⸗ 
ant enterpꝛile at armes, it was done koz his Miſtres ſake :if not. 
he was become a carpet Knight: it he fell out wich any, it was ſome 
open euemie to his pꝛiuy friend: ik he were friendes with all men, 
he durſt diſpleaſe none, leaſt they ſhould detect his doings to her: if 
he went curiouſly in his apparell, it was to pleale his Miſtres: if 
negligently, he liued in ablence: ikhe ware his heare long, he mour⸗ 
ned bycaule he could not be admitted: ik ſhoꝛt, he was receiued into 
kauour: it he bought her any apparrell, oz any other pꝛetie trifling 
trickes, it was to pleaſe her, and a bable fo2 the foole to play with: 
ifhe bought her nothing , he had penough to duo to mayntane oz 
ther in bzanery : ikhe entertayned any leruant, he was of his miſtres 
pꝛeferment: ifhe put away any, he had ſome way offended her: if 
he commended any man, he was out of queſtion his baude: ik he 
pꝛapled any woman, ſhe was no doubt his whote : and ſo ok all other 
his thoughts, woꝛdes, and deedes, ſhe made this ſiſpicions ſuppoſe, 
and ielous interpꝛetation. And as the Spider out of moſt ſweere 
flowers ſucketh poylon: ſo ſhe out o his moſt louing and friendly 
deedes towardes her, picked occaſions of quarrell, and conceiued 
cauſes ot hate. And ſo long ſhe continued in theſe carefull coniec⸗ 
tures, chat not only her body was bꝛought low, by realon that her ap⸗ 
petite to meate failed her, but allo ſhe was ſo dilſquieted in mind, chat 
ſhe was in a manner beſides her ſelfe , whereuppon in great pen⸗ 
ſiuenelle of harte, ſhee fell to pꝛeaching to her ſelfe in this 
lozte, * 
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Ah fonde foole, wilt thou thus wilkully woozke thine owne 
wack and ruine#f thy hulbande commit treaſon againlt thee, wilt 
thou commit murder vpon thy ſeif it hee conſume him lelle away 
with whooꝛes, wilt thou then conſume thy lelf away with cares:wilt 
thou increaſe his miſchief with thine owne milery 7 ik he be ſo wic⸗ 
kedly bent, it is not my care can cure him, fo) that which is bꝛed in 
the bone, will not out ofthe fleſh. Ik he be diſpoſed to deale fallly 
with mee, it is not my wary watching which wyll ward him krom 
it: foꝛ lone deceited Argus with his two hundzed eies. Ihe ſhould 
be foꝛbidden to leaue it, he will vſe it the moꝛe: ko; our nature is 
to runne vpon that which is fozbidden vs, vices the moze pꝛohibi⸗ 
ted, the moꝛe pꝛouoked, and a wilde colt the harder he is rained, 
the hotter he is. It J ſhould take him tardy in it, it would but ens 
creaſe his incontinent impudency: fo2 being once knowne to haue 
tranlgreſſed the lawfull limites ot loue and honeſty, he would euer 
after be careleſſe ofhis good name, which he knew he could ne⸗ 
uer recouer againe. And why ſhould J ſeeke to take him in it: ſhould 
Fleeke to know that, which J ought to ſeeke not ſo mutch as to 
thinke on: was euer wight ſo bewitched to run headlong vpon her 
owne ruine: So long as J know it not, it hurteth mee not, but ik 
Jonce certainly knew it, God knoweth how ſodainly it would 
abꝛidge my dayes. And yet why ſhould J take it ſo greeuouſlyz 
am J the firſt that haue been ſo ſerued: Hatch not Iuno her ſelfe 
ſuſtained the like iniury : But J reaſon with my lelfe as ik my hul⸗ 
band were manikeſtly conuicted ok this crime, who perchaunce, 
good Gentleman, be as innocent in thought, as I wongfully 
thinke him to be nocent in deede: fo to conſider aduiſedly of the 
matter, there is not ſo mutch as any likelyhood to lead mee to any 
ſutch leud opinion ok him, he uleth mee honeſtly, he mayntapnech 
mee honoꝛably, he louech me better then my leude dealing toward 
him hath deſerued. Mo, it is mine owne vnwozthpneſle that maketh 
mee thinke J am not woꝛthy the pꝛoper poſſeſſion of ſo pꝛoper a 
Gentleman:it is myne owne luſtkul deſire, that makech me akrayde 
to looſe any thing: it is myne owne weakneſle, that maketh 
mee lo ſuſpicious of wꝛong: it is mine owne incontinency, which 
maketh mee iudge him by my ſelle. Well, the pꝛice ol my pꝛeiu⸗ 
dicall doings towardes him is almoſt patde, and if paine be a pu⸗ 
nichment, then haue J indured a moſt painful nn, 
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let this deere bought wit doe mee lome good, let mee now at 


length learne to be wiſe , and not to thinke of euils bekoze 
they come, not to feare them befoze J haue cauſe, not to doubt 


of them, in whom is no doublpng, noz to miſtruſte them, in 
whom is no treaſon, and faichfullp to lone him that vnkainedly 
loueth mee. After this thee indevoured to do ſutch fonde toyes 
fooꝛth of her head, and fo2 a while ſhee lined louingly and quietly 
with her huſband, but ſodaynly, by reaſon ok one lcoke which he 
caſt vpon one of his neighbours, ſhe fell into her olde vayne ofvant- 
tie agapne, End as ſecond falling into ſicknelle is euer moſt daun⸗ 
gerous, ſo now her folly was growen to ſutch furie, and her diſeale 
ſo incurable, chat ſhe could not cõceale it any longer, but flatly tolde 
her hul bande to his teeth, that ſhee thought he did miluſe her, Ce- 
phalus knowing his owne innocencie, and ſeeing her imbecilitie, 
gently pꝛaped her not to conceitie any ſutch cuill opinion of him, 
ſaying, If neither regarde. of God, neither reſpect ok men, nei⸗ 
ther reuerence ok the reuerent ſtate ok marriage could keare mee 
from ſutch filthineſſe,yet aſſure pour ſelf; the loyal loue J beare peu, 
would let mee from ſutch laſcimouſneſſe, Foz beleeue me, pour 
perfon pleaſeth mee ſo well, that I thinke my ſelfe ſweetly ſatil⸗ 
fied therewith. Yea if Venus her ſelfe ſhould chaunce vnto my 
choice, J am perfwaded J ſhould not pꝛefer her befoze ou. Fox 
as her beautie would intilingly dꝛaw me to her: ſo my dutie would 
neceſlarily dꝛiue me to pou. Therfoze (good wife) trouble not pour 
ſelfe with ſuteh toyes, which will but bꝛeede your owne vnreft, and 
my diſquiet, your toꝛment, ⁊ my trouble, yea and in time perchaunce 
both our vncimely deathes. Let Deinyra be a pꝛeſident fo you, who 
ſuſpecting her huſband Hercules offpoule bꝛeache, ſent him a ſhert 
died with the blood of the Centaure Neſſus, who tolde her that (ere 
had vertue to reuiue leue almoſt moꝛtiſied: but Hercules had no ſuo⸗ 
ner put it on, but it ſcucke faſt to his fleſh, and fried him to death, 
as if it had been a furie of hell. TGhich when ſhe knew, with her 
owne handes the wꝛought her o wne deſtruction. See the vnwoꝛthy 
end which that monſter ieloulp bzonght this woꝛthy couple to, and 
kazeſee ( weet wile) that it bzing not vs tothe like bane. Theſe 
woꝛdes could wooꝛke no effect wich her, but rather increaſed her 
{uſpition, perſwading her ſelfe, that as infaire paiuted pots poyſon 


ane is put, and in goodly ſiunnptuous ſepulchers rotten bones are 


res 
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rpfe : ſo,fapzeſf woozdes are euer fulleſt of falſhood, Yea, the 
mote curteous he ſhewed him ſelfe, the moꝛe culpable the thought 
him to bee, Which Cephalus ſeeing, bycauſe he would take 
away all cauſes of ſuſpition , abandoned all good company, and 
ſpent his time ſolytarily , hunting in the woodes, and ſeeking 
the ſpople of ſpopling ſauage beaftes. But this helhounde Je⸗ 
louſp did ſo haunt and hunt her, that ſhee could in no place be in 
reſt, but made her plod from her Palaice tothe woodes, to watche 
whether he there hunted a chaſte chaſe, oz not. And one day as 
thee dogged him, where he was layde downe to reſt amongſt 
the greene leaues, ſhee hearve him vtter theſe wooꝛdes, Come 
gentle Ayre , and refreſh mp weried ſpirites: with ſutch like 
wooꝛdes of daltance, which he (being hot) ſpake to the gale of 
Mynde which plealauntly blewvppon him, But thee thought he 
had ſpoken to ſome woman with him, whereupon ſhee furiouſſy 
fell to the grounde, tearing her heare, and ſcratching her face: 
and though her griefe would not gine her leaue to ſpeake, pet ta 
her ſelf ſhe thought this: And can the traitoz thus trecherouſſp deale 
with mee: Had the ſoꝛrow, which J ſuſtayned only fo2 his abſence 
befoze J was maried to him, oz any wap owed him any thing, ale 
moſt caſtme mp life: and now ſhallhis pꝛeſence pꝛocure my death* 
Did J poure out penline pzapers ko; his ſafe returne from the 
Turkes ? and doch his returne, returne my good will with ſutch dil⸗ 
pight: Dh would to God the Turkes had tone him in peeces, chat 
he had neuer come home to martir me in this manner. But wolues 
neuer pꝛay vpon wolues, his fraud was nothing inkeriour to their 
falſhood, and thereloze it had been in vaine fo2 them to haue haulted 
befoze a creeple: but mee, beeing but a ſimple ſheepe, ſee how 
ſoone this ſubtill Foxe coulde deceiue. Is this the kruite of my ker⸗ 
uent loue : is this the felicitie I expected in mariage $ had J know⸗ 
en this, I would neuer haue knowen what the ſubtil ſexe of man had 
ment: J would rather, as they ſay, haue led apes in hell after my 
death, then haue felt all the toꝛments ok hell in my life. But had J 
wyſt, is euer had at the woꝛſt: they that caſt not of cares beloze they 
come, cannot caſt them of when they doe come. It is too late to 
cait Anchoz when the ſhip is ſhaken to peeces ag ainſt the rockes, 
it bootech not to ſend fo) a phiſition, when the licke party is alre⸗ 
dy departed, Well, J will pet goe ſee the curſed cauſe of my 
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carefill calamity, that I may mittigate ſome part of my mar⸗ 
tirdome, by ſcratching her incontinent eyes out of her whoo- 
riſh head: and thereupon rouſed her ſelfe out of the ſhzub wher⸗ 
in ſhee was ſhzouded, Cephalus hearing ſomewhat ruth in che 
buſh, thought it had beenſome wilde beat, and tooke his dart 
and ſtroke the tame foole to the hart. But comming to the place, 
and ſeeing what he had done, he fell downe ina ſowne vpon her: 
but with her ſtriuing vnder him with the panges of death, he was 
reduced to life, and ſayd, Alas my Procris by my ſelfe is ſſayne. 
Which thee (not pet dead) hearing, ſayd, Alas pour Aire hath 
bꝛought mee to this ende. Mith that he vnderſtood how the matter 
went, and ſapd, Alas ((weete wife) J vſed theſe woozdes to the 
winde. Why then (ſapth ſhee) not you, but that winde gaue mee 
this wound. And ſo iopning her lippes to his, ſhee peelded vp 
her bzeath into his mouth , and dyed : And he, with care conlu⸗ 
med, taried not long behinde her, tobewaple either his owne deed, 
02 her death, | | 

Now Gentlewomen, let the caſitall end ofthis Gentlewoman 
be a caueat to keepe von from ſutch wary watching of pour hul⸗ 
bandes, it is but a meane to make them fal to folly the rather, as the 
thoughtfull care ofthe ritch man cauleth the theefe the ſooner to 
ſecke the ſpoile ofhim, But ik you wil know the cheileſt way to kepe 
pour huſbandes continent, it is to keepe pour ſelues continent: 
fo2 when they ſhall ſee yeu, which are the weaker veſlels, flrong in 
bertue and chaſlitie, they will be aſhamed to be found faint in faith 
and loyalty; when they ſhall ſee you conſtant in good will tow⸗ 
ardes them, they will feare to bee found fickle infayth towardes 
pot: when they ſhall ſee you lone them faythfully, you ſhal be ſure 
to haue them loue you feruently. But if you ſhall once ſhake of 
the ſheet of ſhame, and giue pour ſelues oner to choyce of chaunge, 
then aſſitredly make accompt pour hulbandes will eſchewe your 
companyes, loth your lips, abandon your beds, and frequent the fa- 
miltarity of they care not who, ik not ol you. 
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Minos K ing of Creete, regarding the beautie of Pa/phae, a wai- 
ting gentlew oman in his Court, falleth in loue with her, 
and maketh her his Queene. Whom, Verecundus, a young 
Gentleman alſo of the Court, hauing ſollicited to leaw d- 
neſſe, for feare of the Kings diſpleaſure, eſcapeth away 
by flight. Amos entreth into ſutch rage of ielouſy ouer 
his wife, that in his abſence he ſetteth ſpies ouer her, to 
bewray her doinges. Paſphae becomming vnnaturally a- 
morous of a Bull, by meanes of the Carpenter Dedalus, 
bringeth foorth a monſtrous Childe, in parte reſemblyng 
the Sire, and in part the Mother. | 


OF all the ozdinarp accidentes incident to thelyfeof man, there 
is none of moze moment to our pꝛoſperitie, oz miſery, then 
mariage: which eſtate if wee aduiſedly enter into, it maketh vs 
in happineſle equall to Angels: but if wee raſhly run into it, it 
plungeth vs in the paines ok the furies or hell. And amongſt? all the 
inconueniences, which are to be fozeſeene in this bargaine, there 
is none moꝛe daungerous, then inequalitie of eſtates betweene the 
parties: Fo, what agreement of affections can there be, when the 
one ſhall be of a meane minde, the other hautie: the one lowly, 
the other loftie * how can there be one harte in two bodies, when 
the one wiſheth one thing, the other willeth another: When the 
one is diſpoſed one way, the other inclined another wap, accoz⸗ 
ding to the ſecret inſtinct of their pzoper and peculier natures: 
Fo2 the nature ok nothing may be altered: that which nature hath 
geuen, cannot be taken away: and that which is bzead1n the bone, 
will not out ofthe fleſh, So that fo2 one of meane parentage, to 
be marryed with one ok pꝛincely race, Ichinke as good a match, 
as betweene Lions and Lambes, and as well they will agree 
fogether, as Dogs and Cattes, and as the ſaying is, the Pa⸗ 
ſtiue neuer louech the Greihounde. Beſides, vnequall Oxen dzaw 
not well together in one poke: Cocks vnequally match, make no 
good battaile in che pit: meates of contrary qualities, digeſt not 
wel in the ſtomacke: and parties of contrary callings, agree not wel 
togeather in the bond of bleſſed matrimony:as the hiſtoꝛy J will tel 
pou, ſhall few you. | F 
In che Country of Creete, raigned one Minos, à King and 
. Tü, | Monarch 
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Monarch ok great might, to whom the blinde goddelle Foztune 
alligned a wile, ol far moze meaneneſſe, then was meete fo the mas 
teſtie ofhis mightinefle, Foꝛ there chauncen to be in his Court, 
aͤttendaunt vpon a noble woman, 1 pꝛoper peece, named Paſiphae, 
who by birth was but the daughter of a Knight, but by beauty ſee⸗ 
med to be a heauenly wight. Dn her cheekes, che Lilly and the 
Role did ſtriue foꝛ interchaunge ol hew, her heare comlpy curld, gli⸗ 
ſtered lyke golde:her piercing eies, twinckled like ſtarres: her ala⸗ 
baſter teeth ſtoode as a ranke of pꝛecious pearles:her ruddy lippes, 
were ſoft and lweete: her handes fine and white, yea all her partes 
ſo perfectly pꝛopoꝛtioned, that nature ſought to winne great com⸗ 
mendation in caruing ſo cunningly ſo curious a carkas. But as 
à ruſty Rapier is no truſty Rampier to defende a man, though the 
Scabberd be offine veluet: ſo a woman wich foule conditions, is 
courſiy to be accounted of, though her face be faire, and body beau⸗ 
tikull. But de{tines ſo dꝛaue, that this Ring by chaunce caſt a 
glaunce vpon this goꝛgious goddeſſe, and at the firſt view was ſo 
banquiſhed by vanitie, that he thought his life no longer pleaſaunt 
bnto hym, then he was in her light: and fayled not dayly familiar⸗ 
ly to frequent the miſtres company, foz the maides cauſe. And 
hating attempted her chaſtitie, by ſhewing her his great goodwil, 
by beſtowing on her great giftes, by large pzomiſes of pzeferment, 
and many other meanes, and neuerthcleſle fapling ok his purpole, in 
penſiue perplexitie, fel to parle with himlelfe, to this purpole, 
Jeuer heretokoꝛe thought a Pzinces life to be voyde of ſtrife, 
and that they had alwaies paſſed their time in pleaſure without 
paine: but now J lee wee are ſubiect to ſozrow, ſo ſoone as the mea- 
neſt ſubiect we haue. Lykewiſe befoze this J was ok opinion, that 
number ok friendes, abounding in wealth, abiding in health , and 
ſutch lyke things which pertaine to the body, were ſuffictentto at⸗ 
taine ta à happy life in this lyle: but now J ſee, it is the minde 
which maketh mirth, and ſtirreth ſtrike, yea the contented minde 
ts the onely ritches, che onely quietnes, the onely happineſle. Good 
God, how vnlauery ſeeme thoſe ſweete meates vnto mee, wherin 

J was woone to delight: haw vnplealant are the ſpozts, wherin J 
was woont to take pleaſure ? how cumberſome is the company, 
which was woont to content mee: no game glads mee, no daun⸗ 
ſing delights mee, no iuſting ioyes mee, no playes pleale me, no 
S 9 "* eriumphes, 
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triumphes, no ſhewes, no hauking, no hunting, no, nothing vnder 
the Sunne doth ſolace mee, And would J know the cauſe: why, 
Jhaue not a contented minde: the perfect parts of Paſiphae do fo 
diuerl y diſtract my minde, that only her light is ſweete, onely her 
company is comfo2table, onely her pꝛeſence is pleaſaunt vnto me. 
And would J know the cauſe : why, inher the fates haue fixed 
my felicitie, in her the heauens haue heaped my happineſſe, with 
her muſt J late, and without her mult J die, TUhp, J haue pur · 
ſued her goodwill with pꝛaiers and with pꝛeſents, with loue and 
with libertie, with gifts and with goodwill, and yet am neuer the 
neere, And would J know the cauſe : why, J lought not her good⸗ 
will in the way of mariage. Only mariage is the meane; on- 
tp wedlock muſt locke, and lincke vs togeather. And ſhall J ſo 
much debale the height of my eſtate, as to match in mariage with 
ſo meane a mate: As though many pꝛinces haue not as meanely 
matcht thẽſelues, as though the Gods themlelues haue not mar ied 
wich earthly creatures. And loꝛ my Paſiphae,though ſhe be infert- 
dur to me in parẽtage, vet in perſonage ſhe is good yenough foꝛ god 
himſelfe, And koz her dowzy oꝛ wealth, what neede J weigh it, who 
bane the moſt part of the woꝛld vnder my dominion : No, there ſhal 
no regard of honour, oz reſpect of ritches detaine mee from that 
which doth only containe the contentment of my minde: and in 
this minde ment to attempt her in the way ok mariage. But run⸗ 
ning from Charibdis, he ruſht vppon Seilla:fleeing frö one rocke, 
he fell vppon another: thinking to quench the coales of his des 
222 he fell into hot flames of burning fire, as hereafter yon hal 
eare, 55 ä — 

Now lb ſoone as heh ad opoꝛtunitie offered him, he made Paſi- 
phae partaker ofhis purpoſe, in theſe tearmes. Seeing the one⸗ 
ly touchſtone to trie true and loyal loue from lothſome luſt, is mari⸗ 
age, J meane, if pou be content, to conſent therto, to ſeale the ſir⸗ 
tere affection I beare you, with the ſacred ceremonyes and holly 
rites ofmatrimony, And as J haue p2eferred your love befoze all 
woꝛldly reſpects :{o J truſt you will returne mp lone with ſich loy⸗ 
alty, that J ſhal haue cauſe to cofit myſelfas welmatchc,as if Jhad 
maried with the greateſt pꝛincelle in the woꝛld. Paſiphae hearing 
thele wozdes,was ſo rauiſhed with iop, that ſhe could not ca the ſo⸗ 
daing make che King an anſwere: but hating chaunged colour 
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twile o2 thiiſe, from-red to white, and from white to red, in token 
ofa minde moued with hope, allapled with keare, and paſſioned 
with pleaſure, at length thee ſayd vnto him. As (moſt woozthy 
pꝛince) J ener thought my ſelfe far vnwozthy ok any ſutch honour: 
lo if it pleaſe your highnes plainly to heare the truth, J euer 
thought my ſelfe far coo woꝛthy, to peeld to your deſire inthe way of 
wickedneſſe, which wag the cauſe I made lo courſe account ot pour 
curteſy heretokoꝛe. But ſeeing it hath pleaſed peu to lodge pour 
loue thus low, and to thinke me woꝛchy the honour of wedlocke with 
ſo woꝛthy a wight: aſſure pour ſelfe, your maieſty ſhal finde mee in 
loue ſo lopal, and in obedience ſo dutiful towards pou, that in the one 
J will ſupply the part ot a louing wile, and in the other, ſatiffie 
the duty of a diligent handmayde. either would J you ſhould 
thinke, that it is the name ofa queene, oꝛ eſtate of a pꝛince that win⸗ 
neth me thus willingly to your will, foz J know that name to be 
vaine, and that eſtate full of paine: but it is your exceeding loue to⸗ 
wards mee (O noble pꝛince) that linketh my lyking with yours, 
it is pour incomparable curteſp., which fozcech mee to peelde 
the foꝛte of my kayth and virginitie into pour handes. Foz as the 
ſunne, the higher it doch alcende in the firmament, the moꝛe heate 
it doth extende to the earth: ſo vertue and curteſy, in the moze high 
and pꝛincely perſon it is placed, the moze fozce it hath to win 
the wils, and binde the hartes of people to imbzace it. And as my 
loue is grounded vppon your vertue, ſo J truſt ſo to behaue my 
ſelfe, that hereafter vou ſhall haue as great lpking to my condi⸗ 
tions and vertue, as now you haue loue to my colour and beau⸗ 
ty: that when yeeres ſhall take away the pleaſure of the one, 
vou may take delight and ſolace in the other. The king was ſo 
deepely delighted wich this duetifull diſcourſe, that he vad not. a 
woozde to reply, but ſatilſtyng him ſelle to} the time with a few 
ſweete kiſſes, pꝛeſently gaue commaundement to his officers, to 
make pꝛeparation fo; the ſumptuous celebꝛating ofhis martage: 
which ſhoꝛtly after was conſummated with ſutch royalty, as is re⸗ 
quilite in a matter of ſutch maieſty. Do chis married couple conſit- 
med two o2 thꝛee peeres in the higheſt degree ol happineſle. But the 
ſunne being at the highelt, declineth, and the Sea being at ful tide, 
ebbeth, caulme continuech not long without a ſtozme, neither 
is happineſſe had long without heauineſle, as by this * 


Mines and Paſphae. 145 
may be ſeene. Fo2 when the Rings fancy had been once filly fed, 
the vehemency ol his deſire began to vaniſh away, and he began to 
lone his new married wife rather with reaſon then with rage: by 
reaſon whereof, with indifferency of iudgement, he could now note 
her naughty nature, which at ft parcialytie of loue would not per⸗ 
mitte him ts perceine. Fo2 what Gentleman ſoeuer ſhee ſaw in che 
Courte, indued wich a vertuous diſpoſition and noble minde, ſhee 
would with the king hinder his pꝛeferment by all meanes pollible, 
fil adnaunling the vyleſt to tipe of dignitie. If any Gentlewoman 
were famous fox her honeſty and chaſtitie, by ſome ſuuttiſh ſlyghtes 
Q other, ſhee ſought to llaunder them , So that choſe in whom the 
King did onelp delight, ſhee indeuoured with all dilpgence to mo⸗ 
{eſt and ſpight. Which the king perceyuing, and conlidering how 
from low eſtate, he had bꝛought her to heighth of honour, thought he 
myght moze boldly refourme her faultes, and began (with ſeuerts 
tie ſuffictent , and in deede moze then meete betweene man and 
wife) to admoniſh her of her malitious dtlpolicion , towardes thole 
which were ol vertuous inclination ; and made no curioſitie (though 
without curteſie) to tell her, that hee being ignoble her ſeife, could 
not lpke ol hoſe which were noble. But too mutch familiaritie had 
bed ſo mutrh contempt in her, that ſhee began impaciently to pout, 
£0 loure, to ſmiffe , to chafe, to thinke her ſelle mutch iniuried by 
thoſe woes „and ſap plapnlp ſhee would lyke of whom ſhe lift, 
ſhewing herrude bzinging vp, her want ol wit and government, 
her curriſh nature, her curſt conditions, and howe vnfitte chee was 
fa2 the place ſhee was in. Well, the king was fayne to make a 
vertue ofneceſſitte ,-andfo take paciently, that which he could not 
take away eaſily. Foz ſhee ſtill perſeuered in her peruerſnelle, and 
hated thoſe cheifely „whom her hulbande loued eſpecially . And 
amongſt all other, there was one pꝛoper poung Gentleman na- 
med Verecundus, attendantbppon the king, and in great fauour 
and credit wich him; whom when ſhee could by no meanes bꝛing 
into diſpleaſure oz dilliking „ ſhee went about to intrappe by this 
traine ok treaſon. Shee began to caſt glaunces of good will to- 
wardes him, and by alluring lookes to thꝛall him in the thꝛeed of 
her beauty. The young Gentleman being made of fine mettall, 
and therefore very apt to receive the impꝛeſſion of loue , in ſhozt 
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and requited her kaygned lookes with vnkaigned loue. And as a pleas 
ſaunt pꝛay ſoone intiſeth a ſimple theefe: ſo he thought her beautie 
ſutch a booty, that in his opinion, no young man in the world but 
would hazard hanging to haue it. And hereupon fell to debating the 
matter with him ſclfe in this lot. 3 
It is a common opinion amongſt men, that he which is once 
chayned in the linkes ok loue, is fooꝛthwith reſtrayned ok his libertie 
and freedome: but ik true lyberty be to liue as one liſt, I cannot but 
thinke my ſelk to liue in moſt large and licentious liberty, koꝛ that J 
luſt not, oꝛ delire to lead any other life then that which J doe: which 
is; in the ſecret ſeruice and continuall contemplation ot my pꝛince⸗ 
ly Paſiphae. Yea J thinke enery ſozrow ſweet, and euery paine 
pleaſure, which any paſſion pꝛoceding ol her beautye pꝛocureth me: 
an? Ithinke my lelfe moze then happy, that the heauens thinke mes 
meete to ſuffer any martirdome fo her lweete ſake, And if J myght 
end my dayes in doing her leruice, J ſhouldthinke it the only begin⸗ 
ning ok iap, the way to life, and the redy and perfect path whereby 
to paſſe to the pleaſures ot Paradice. Oh that foꝛtune would mini⸗ 
ſter ſome occaſion wherby Þ might manikeſt vnto her the maniiolde 
goodwil J beare her, And if without pꝛeiudice to her perſon tt might 
be done, would co God ſhee were dꝛowned in ſome ſiuch deapch of 
daunger, that nothing but the hazarding ofmy like could pꝛeſerue 
her from peril:then ſhould the ſee the ſeruice which J haue lwoꝛne to 
doe her, chen ſhould the ſee the duty which J haue vowed to owe her, 
then ſhould ſhee plainly perceiue, that neither the pleaſures of che 
woz'd,neither the ſolace offriendes,neithev the lweetneſſe oklife, nei⸗ 
ther the ſowerneſle of death, ſhould withdzawe mee from ſhedding 
the deereſt dꝛop of blood tn mee, to doe her good: And then woulde 
thee lap (if any curtefe be contapned in her) that my loue is moſt 
lopall, and my friendſhippe moſt kapthfull „then would ſhee pape 
(if any gratekulneſſe be grafted in her) my daunger and perill, 
with the pꝛyce of her perſon , But alas, how can ſhee pay mee 
with that which is not in her owne power: There is an other on⸗ 
ly who hath intereſt therin, ſhe hath alredy paid her perſon as a pꝛice 
of a pꝛince and his whole kingdome: ſo that J plough the barrein 
rockes, and ſet my ſhare into the ſhoare of the Sea: J til with tople 
ſutch a kinde ol ſoyle, whereot another by right muſt crop the coꝛne. 
But admit ſhe were diſpoled to incroch ſomwhat vpon her ns 
| FC TT | right 
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right; and fo2 a common commoditie would let the fielve ye open, 
which he fox his pꝛiuate pleaſure, contrary to the lawes ofna:ure 
would haue inclaſed: pet is it likely ſhe wil looke ſo low, as let fo 
meane a man as my ſelfe enter common, oꝛ growe into ſo great ac⸗ 
quaint ante with her: No, foztune denicth me any ſutch foyer, my 
goodwil as pet hath deſerued no ſutch gnerdon, my deſire is far abcue 
my deſerts, my ambition aboue my condition. Ay, my birth is bet» 
ter then hers, why ſhould ſhe then neglect mee: But her calling is 
better then mine, why ſhould ſhe then relpect mee: p delire p20- 
ceedes of one,why ſhould ſhe not then accept it: But alas it is con: 
trary to lam, why ſhould ſhee not then reiect it: Jam ok noble blood, 
why ſhould ſhe refuſe mee $ But ſhe hath a noble pꝛince to her hul⸗ 
band, why ſhould ſhee miſuſe him 4% Yea if I mp ſeife were not a vil- 
laine,altogeather deuopd of vertne, J weuld not ſuffer it ſo mutch as 
enter into my thought to abuſe him, who hath alwayes vſed me hono⸗ 
rably, who hath ſought my pꝛekerment by all meanes poſſible , who 
from mp childhood hach bzought me vp like a louing Lozd and Ba» 
ſter. Shal J requite his liberalitie towards me with ſutch diſloyal- 
tie:ſhal J deceiue the opiniõ which he doth conceine of me, with ſuch 
deceſtable villany + ſhall J returne the truſt which he repoſeth in me, 
with ſutch treaſons ſhal J defile mp faith towards him, by ſeeking to 
defile his bꝛidely bed: But (alas) lone is aboue Lozd 02 lawes,abctte 
Hinte oz pꝛiuilege, aboue friend of faith. Where lone leadeth,no 
maiſter is made account ot, no King tared fo2,no friend fozced ok, no 
duty reſpected, no honeſtie regarded, but al things done accoꝛding to 
the paſſiõ which pꝛeuaileth ouer vs. And ſeeing i it is not in dur power 
to pꝛeuent that paſſion, fox it is either deriued ok our owne nature, 
oʒ diſcended from the heavens, there is no reaſon J ſhould require a- 
ny pꝛoper 02 peculiar foꝛtune to my ſelfe, and ſeeke to be diſpenſed 
withal from that which is common to all: and ſo mutch the rather J 
am induced to yeeld to the inſtinct of loue. and to purſue ny purpoſe, 
fo2 that J perceine by the wanton lookes ol the Queene, that ſhe is 
determined to entertaine ſome ſecret friend, beſides the king her hul⸗ 
band: and if I flatter not my ſelt, her very countenance towardes me, 
impoꝛts ſome lykelphood of loue ſhe beares me:therefoze J thinke it 
wiſedome to ſtrike while the iron is hot, and, ik it be polſible, to eaſe 
my hart ok the griefe,which her beauty hath bꝛead mee. And ikſhee 
be * to arme her huſband with 4 harneſſe, as good yy 
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the inſtrument thereof, as ſome other of meaner calling and coun⸗ 
tenauce. Akter this , he ſoughtallmeanes poſſible to inſinuate him 
ſelfe into her kamiltaritie, and courted her continually with dutifull 
ſeruice, and ſecret ſignes ofſincere affectiont he ſo bzibed her maides 
with benefites,and coxrupted then with coyne, that they made him a 
God vnto their miſtres: ſhe could not looke out at her chamber wii:s 
dow, but that ſhee ſaw him walke ſolitarily vnderneath, caſting vp 
countenances whiche leemed to contayne humble pꝛapers lo; pitie 
and compailion,and thzowing vp ſutch ſighes as might plainly ſig⸗ 
nile the ſozow or his thoughtes. It thee chaunced to walke abzoade, 
he would meete her lyke a ghoſt, in ſutch ghoſtly maner, with ſutch a 
pale cauntenace , and pined carkas, that it woulde haue moued the 
ſtony rockes to rueth. But the Queene, ſeeing him to kaſt fettered 
in follp , had that ſhee deſired, and now ſhe left her louing lookes to⸗ 
wardes him, and the moze painfully ſhee perceyued him tozmented, 
the moꝛe diſdainfully ſhee lookt vpon hym, and would not by any 
ſignes, which he did ſhew okhis affection, ſeeme to knowe it, tothe 
intent he ſhould by wzyting make manifeſt bis meaning vnto her, 
The poung Gentleman, ſeeing the hope, which at the firl he contei⸗ 
ued of her good will, altogeather without happe, and in a manner dil⸗ 
pairing ok his purpoſe, he coulde take no longer dayes with his de⸗ 
ſire, but that he muſt know a final reſolution one way oz other. And 
being dꝛiuen to careleſſe deſperatnelſe, he feared not to commit his 
like ta a teltale peece of paper, and bewayed his miſlerie to his 
miſtres in this manner. Becaule(molt ſoueraigne Lady) my duty 
and ſeruice heretofoze hach been nothing acceptable to vou, J haue 
deutſeda new may to woozke pour contentation, which is by wzi⸗ 
ting, to doo you to wit, that ſince it liketh vou not to gene mee like, 
I meane to beſtowe vppon my ſelfe a deſperate death, the only thing 
I thinke which may pꝛocure pou pleaſure: and ſo long as it may de⸗ 
lyght you , J wap not how mutch it ſpight mee: Yea lone hath 
dealt lo exireemly with mee, that though J would my ſelfe, J cannot 
keepe my cozps from conſulion. Foz as the fretting Fiſtula paſt all 
cure runneth in the fleſh from place to place, and maketh the ſound 
fleſh as rotten as the reſt: ſo the deadly poyſonoflone firſt entred 
in at my eies, add after ſpzed into euery part ol mee, hath now daun⸗ 
gero ally inkected my whole bady vnto death. But yet mo death 
will be nothing lo greeuous vnto me. as to thinke what a mT - 
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will be to the bꝛightneſle of your beautie, when your tiranny ſhall be 
taken to be the cauſe thereol, yea and when you ſhall haue no cloud 
at all to colour pour crueltie. ' Fo2 if you alleage fo; your ſelfe, that 
pou durſt not make ſo deepe a wound in your honour, as to commit 
your body to any, but to him who by marriage hath merited it: why 
a louely looke onely would haue ſatiſfied me, yea one glaunce of 
goodwill going from pour eyes, will moze content me, then all the 
actuall pleaſure inthe wozld, recepued of any other woman in the 
wozld, But ſeeing foztune dooth will, and you doo wich my deltruc⸗ 
tion, Jam content to obey the decree of the one, and ſacilfie the deſire 
of tie other: beſeeching pou to take theſe witleſle wozdes foy a finall 
fainting farewell,wiſhing you continuance ofbeautie,with increaſe 
of bountie. | 

| ' Neyther yours neyther his owne : Verecundus, 

This Letter beſpꝛinckled with teares, he gaue to one of her 
maides ofhonour to geue her. But true the pꝛouerbe is, that fiſhe 
bzed vp in durtie pooles, will taſt of mud: one deſcended of meane 
race, cannot be endued with vertue fit foꝛ pꝛintely place : ſet a beg 
ger onhozſbacke, and he wil neuer alight: extoll one of baſe ſtocke 
to degree ofdignitie,and who is ſo haughtie: Whois ſo pꝛoude? 
Foꝛ this craftie cop Queene hauing read his letter, though ſhe were 
right glad thereof, foꝛ that thereby ſhee ment to purchale his vtter 
diſcredit with che King: yet ſhee ſeemed to be in a great chate, cal- 
ling him traytoꝛ, that durſt iniury her eyes with ſutch leude letters, 
with diuers other imputations of repꝛoch: and went pꝛeſently to 
the Ring, and ſhewed him this letter, who in a great rage ſent his 
garde to appꝛehende him: but he hauing intelligence thereof was 
fayne to flee the countrey. See the fozce of fraude and the end of law⸗ 
leſſe loue, but marke mozeouer the rewarde ok her trechery and ti⸗ 
rannie. Her huſbande euer after this, was ſotelous otter her, that he 
would neuer ſuffer her to be out ok his ſight , and doating ſomewhat 
ofher beauty, but doubting moꝛe of her honeſtie, he neuer rode foxth 
any iournep, but that he ſet warp watch and ward ouer her at home: 
pea this furious feende oł hell did ſo toꝛment him, that he could take 
no reſt day no} night, but his fancy ſtill ran epther vpon the Gentle⸗ 
man that would haue done him that iniurie, either vppon ſome 
other that ſhould be like to ſerue him in lyke ſoꝛte. So that the pleas 
lure which her pꝛoper perſon e bim, was dzowned wy 
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the doubt, left ſhe would not remayne pꝛoper vnto him, and that ſhe 
would be as common in poſlelſion, as ſhe was pꝛoper in perſonage. 
Alas (ſaych he) now mp top is at an end, che cloudes of care haue 
quight couered my Sunne and light of ſolace and delight: pea the 
greater pleaſure I take in pꝛactiſing with my Paſiphae, the grea⸗ 
ter feare J haue that others deepely deſyze to participate with 
the pleaſure : and the moꝛe free ſhee is inſutch friendſhip towardes 
me, che moze francke J doubt ſhee will bee towardes other. Zh 
would to God J had neuer been married, rather then to be thus mar⸗ 
tyꝛed: oz els woulde J had matchte with ſome ſutche, whole 
pꝛincely nature would haue participated only with Princes, and 
whoſe ropall blood and birch might haue feared the baſer ſo2ce to 
pꝛeſume fo pꝛactiſe her to their purpoſes. But mp chaunce was to 
chuſe one, who if(as the ſaying is) like, like beſt or their likes, is like 
to like better of any other then of my ſelke, lo that in nature and con⸗ 
ditions there is ſutch difference betweene vs. But repentaunce 
now commeth too late, this only reſteth to be fozeleene,that vnto the 
great griele which mine owne conceit pzocureth me, her abuſe adde 
not infamie and diſhonour: And ik the heauens haue aſſigned me 
ſutch heauy fate, as due to my doating delyze , yet this at leaſt let me 
take heede, that with the loſſe of her owne honour, thee pꝛocure not 
the lolle ol my like. And herevpon appoynted certapne of his aſſu⸗ 
red kriendes, to haue the cuſtody and keeping ofthe queene: who ſee⸗ 
ing her ſelfe thus dilloyally without cauſe abzidged of her libertie, 
began to curſe the time that euer ſhe came to be queene, wiſhing ſhe 
had continued in meaner calling with fruition oklibertie, rather then 
to ſit in chayꝛe of dignitie, with ſuſpition of diſhoneſtie. That plea⸗ 
ture, ſayth ſhe,dooth my pꝛincely ſtate pꝛocure me, which muſt liue 
as a pꝛiſoner: Who wil honour me koꝛ queene, which am ſuſpected 
fo2 à queane and harlot : How ſhall J dare to ſhewe my face iu the 
Court, when the Ring doubteth ol my dealing towardes bim: Pp 
lookes haue not been ſo lyght, my curteſie hath not been ſo common, 
my glaunces haue not been ſo gartſh, whereby hee ſhould enter in⸗ 
to this liniſter ſuſpicion ofmee, But loue(they ſay) is light of be: 
leefe, and ielouſie is grounded vpon loue. Auant fond fooliſh loue, 
God ſend my huſband rather to hate me, chen to beare me any ſutch 
loue, which bereeueth him ok reſt, and mee ol renowme, whiche 
ROE the bondof fatal frienpippe and intire amitie bee- 
tweene 
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kweene vs, which cauleth him to doubt me, and me to dzeade hym, 
which maketh both our lines fo lothſome, that J wiſh death to dil⸗ 
patch either the one of vs oz the other. But this froward fate „J 
mult aſcribe only to myne owne fault, and fraud towardes Verecun- 
dus, who hath now iuſt cauſe to triumph that J my ſelfe am fallen in⸗ 
to the pit J digged koz him. TTL el, J muſt retire to pacience perfozce, 
and hang in hope ol ſome good hap to redzelle my woe and mile⸗ 
rie. | TOTS 

But you ſhallvnderſtand(Gentlewomen) this was not all her 
piniſhment,nay this was but a trifle in reſpect of that which after 
followed, a matter in haynouſneſle ſo hozrible,in deſire fo deteſtable, 
. and inluſtſolothſome, that it is no lelſe ſtrange to be tolde, then 
hard to bee beleeued: So that I! thynke my woozdes wpll 
rather carrye wonder then credit with you , Foz, whether it 
were Gods plague foz the huſbands ielouſie, oꝛ foꝛ her toylitte,p2ide, 
and ſubteltie, J knowe not: but thus it pleaſed him toſuffer the diuel 
to deale witch her. Beeing by her huſbandes commaundement in 
his abſence kept from companp, her chiele ſolace was to walke in a 
pleaſaunt groue iopned to her palace, where vled to feede a heard 
ok beaſtes, amongſt which was a goodly white Bul: J dare not ſap 
thee fell in loue wich the Bull, leaſt J ſhould dzine pou rather to 
laughing at mp ſtoꝛp, then liſtning to it: but ſurely ſo it was. Yea 
thee was not only in loue with the beaſt, and went euery mozning, 
and with her owne handes bzake downe Boughes foz him to 
bꝛouſe vpon, but which was mote , hee was telous oner him: foꝛ 
what Cowe in all the Heard ſhee ſawe hee liked beſt, ſhee cauled to 
be had krom the heard and killed, as ſhee pꝛetended, foz ſacrifice , but 
in deede fo2 ſatiſſiping her ielous minde, And as the beaſt was ope⸗ 
ning, ſhee would take the inwardes in her hand, ſaying, Now goe 
thy way and pleaſe my loue if thou canſt. And taking delyght a 
while in this daliance, at length her luſt grewe to ſutch ontrage, 
that the felt in her ſelfe an impoſſibilitie to continue her curled life, 
without che carnall company of the Bull, And notwithſtanding 
thee aſſayedthe aſſiſtaunce-of reaſon, the pollicie of perſwations, 
the help ofhearbs,and the meane ol medicines, to mozttfieher beaſt⸗ 
ly deſire to the beaſt: yet nothing would pꝛeuayle, yea beeing of- 
ten in minde to make her ſeife away, her harte woulde not ſuffer 
her handes to doo it: not that death feared her, but that deſire * 
TEK 1 . Jer 


„ Ale phe 


her firſt to fulkill her filthy luſt, and at length by the helpe of Deda- 
lus, a curnjng Carpenter, ſhee was ſo cunningly conueped into a 
Code ol wood, that ſhee had her beaſtly deſire, But Gentlewomen, 
becauſe you ſhall not enter into colozicke conceytes againſt me, foz 
publiſhing in this pꝛeſence, a hiſtoꝛie which ſemeth ſo mutch to ſound 
to the ſhame ol your ſexe, I meane not to iuſtilie the truth ok it, but ras 
ther will pꝛoue it faiſe by the opinion of one Seruius, who whiteth, 
that Paſiphae indeed plated falſe with one Taurus ( which ſigniſiech 
a Bulll ) ſecretary to her huſband in the houſe of Dedalus, and 
afcer beeing deliuered, had two Sonnes, the one lyke Minos, the 
other lyke Taurus,and therevppon the Poets faigned the fable as 
koꝛelaide: but whether, being a woman, ſhee bled the carnal compas 
ny of a beaſt, oꝛ whether like a lewde wife, ſhee gaue her huſband the 
badge ofa beaſt, ber offence was ſutch,that J cannot ( though glads 
ly J would) excuſe it. Pet mult J needes lap, that in my kancie 
her huſband delerued ſome blame: Foz no doubt his ſulpition 
without cauſe , cauſed her in ſutche ſozte to tranſgreſle marriage 
lawes, Foy ſeeing her honeſtie doubted ok, and her good name 
as good as loſt, chee thought as good to be naught foz ſomewhat, 
as to be thought naughe foz nothing , And ſurely the experi⸗ 
ence is too common, that ſuſpicion and ſclaunder makech many 
to be that whiche they neuer ment to be. But ſome are of this 
fooliſh opinion, that it is ſimple and ſoftiſh folly foz a woman 
to deale truely with him, whiche dealech ielouſiy and cruelly with 
her: ſome agayne lewdly thinke, that if a woman cannot conceiue 
by her huſband, that ſhee may lawfully enter into conuerlation wich 
ſome other: ſome wickedly weene, that ifthe huſcand be not able 
to latiſtie the inſatiable deſp2e of his wife, that to auoyd concupil⸗ 
cence , hee may tommunicate with ſome other: but ſurely ( Gene 
tlewomen) J amlecled in this opinion, that no ſuſpicion oz ielou⸗ 
ſie ought to tauſe a woman to tranſgreſle the boundes of honeftie: 
that chaſtitie is the only Jewell which women ought to be charye 
ot, that women hauing loſt their chaltitie , are like bzoken glaſſes 
which are good fox nothing, that they make ſhipwzacke of all, if 
the cabels of conſtancie be once crackt, and the anchoꝛs ol honeſtie 
ſlipt: that it is better fo2 them to be fooles then falſe, to be ſimple 
then ſubtil, to be doues then diuels, to be abuſed then abuſe: that it is 
better lo chẽ to be barren then beaſflp,tobe without fruit * gs 
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child2en then chaſtitie: that concupiſcence is onely to deſire other 
beſides their hulbandes, that they which burne in lutch veſtre,ſhall 
burne in hell fire, chat no adultreſſe ſhall inherit the kingdome of 
þeauen : that all women ought to belyke the matroneſſe of Rome, 
which knew the lauour ok no mans bzeath, but ofher huſbandes, 
Ipke the wife of Fuluins Torguatus, whv died with longing zra- 
ther then ſhee woulde goe fozthof her chamber in her huſbandes 
abſence, to ſee a wilde Acgiptian with one eye in his fozehead, 
whomſhee longed to ſee : that women ought to ſpin with Pene- 
lope, to ſpill with Camma, to kill with Lucrece, to be ſlaundzed 
with Suſanna, with Sauoy, and with others, to indure anp tozment, 


rather then to loſe one tote of their chaſtity and honelly, 


Pigmalions friend e, and his Image. 
G Pigmalioy , a Gentleman of Piemount, continuing the ſpace 
of certayne yeares in honeſt affection, and vertuous loue 
with Penthea, wife to Luciano a noble gentleman of the 
ſame country, is at length by her reiected, in reſpect of a 
baſe ſtranger . Pigmalion, abandoning the company of all 
women ,and giuing himſelfe to the arte of Caruing, burnerh 
in loue with an Image, which him ſelfe had faſhioned: 
whom, at his earneſt ſuite, Venus transformeth into a fayre 
Mayde,and he taketh her to Wife. 


T D make the reckening without the holt, is the way ſoone to be 

ouerſhot in the ſhot : to relolue certenly vpon incertentie, is the 
way neuer to be in any certentie: to looke ko conſtancie, of thoſe 
that lyke ok inconſtancie, o2 to determine ofthoſe things which are 
not in our powers to perfozme,ts nothing els but to be deceiued of 
our expectation,and to be dꝛiuen to alter our determination: as the 
. which pou ſhall heare, ſhal yceld example of both the one and 
the other, : 


* 


In the countrey of Piemount had his being one Pigmalion, a 
Gentleman deſcended ok noble birth, indued with perfection of per⸗ 
ſon, and perfectly pourtraied koꝛch with the lineaments of learning, 
ſo that it was doubtfull whether he were moꝛe indebted to loꝛtune fox 
his birth co nature fo2 his beautie, oz to his 1 2 koʒ his n 
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But as bemitie, birth, ritches, and the reſt nn? needes geue place to 
learning, ſo no doubt but his parentes deſerted the pꝛeheminence 
of p:apſe : Fo? the other are but dim ſtarres, where learning gi⸗ 
ueth light. And as when the Sunne ſhineth, the light ofthe ſtars is 
not ſeene : ſo where learning appeareth, al other giftes are nothing 
to be acccunted of. Belides that, beſpde his learning, he was 
indued with a great dexteritie in all things, in ſo mutch as nothing 
came amiſle vnt2 him, which was meete koz a Gentleman: in 
feates of armes no man moꝛe couragious, in exerciſes ofthe body 
none moꝛe actine, in game o2 play none moze politike, amongſt the 
auncient who moze graue: amongſt the pouthkull, who moze merrie: 
ſd that there was no time, no perlon, no place, wherto he aptly ap⸗ 
plyed not him ſelfe. By reaſon wherok, he was acceptable to al good 
companies, and wel was he that might entertaine him in his houſe, 
But moſt of al he frequented the houſe of one Luciano a noble Gen⸗ 
tleman ok the fame country, and in continuance ok time grew ſo far 
in kamiliaritie with his wife, that he repoled his onely pleaſure 
in her pꝛeſence: Yea ſhee had made ſutch a ſtealth o his hart, that 
neither Father noꝛ Mother, Siſter no2 Bzother ,no2 all the friends 
he had in the countrye beſyde, coulde keepe hym one weeke to⸗ 
geather out of her company , Yea this faythfull loue hee bare 
her, ſeemed in a manner to extinguiſh all natural loue towardes 
his allies and kpnſfolke : Who being (as they were wont) de⸗ 
ſyꝛous of his company at hauking, huntyng ,.and ſuch lyke pas 
ſtimes , coulde not by any crauing oz impoꝛtunitie obtayne it: but 
being ignozant of the cauſe , they thought it had pꝛoceeded ofthis, 
that his mynde vpon lome occaſion had been alienated from them, 
whiche cauſed them on the contrarie , ſomewhat to withdzawe 
their goodwilles krom him. But he fozced litle thereof, he carey 
not whom he diſpleaſed „ ſo he myght woozke her contentation: 
thee was the ſtarre by whole aſpect he dyd direct his doopngs, 
ſhee was the hauen wherein he ſought toharbozorch , ſhee was the 
heaven whyther he coueted to come, ſhee was the Saint to whom 
hee dyd bend ſutch deuotion , that he coulde kynde in his hart to 
lend no liking to any other whatſoeuer. In ſo mutch, that hauing 
the pꝛofer ol many ritch mariages, he alway refuſed them, as ha⸗ 
uin his hart ſo repleniſhed with the loue okher, that there was na 
rounth koz the loue of any other to remaine within him, Mowe 
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ſhee,on the other ſide, whoſe name was Penthea, being a courteous 
courtly wench, gaue him ſutch kriendiy entertainment, and vled him 
lo wel in al relpects, chat, her huſvand excepted z thee leemed to holde 
him moſt deere vatoherof any wight in the whole wozlo: She ncuer 
made feac, but he mud be her gurſt: ſhee neuer rode iourney, but he 
muſt be her companian:ſhe neuer daunced,but he mu direct her:ſthe 
neuer diſed, but he mud be her partner :thee in a manner did no⸗ 
thing, wherin he did not ſomething. Her hul hand al this while being 
fully alſured or her vertue, and very well perſwaded ofthe honeſty ol 
the Gentleman, lulpected no euil between tem, but liked bery Kel ot 
their lone and familtarity togeather, neither in deede had he any 
caule to the contrary, Fox Pigmalion knew her to be indued with 
futch conſtant vertue, that he thought it umpoſleble to a lurs her to a« 
nyfolly : and beſides that, his lone was exceeding greatWwardes 
her, that he would not by any meanes be the cauſe to make her com 
mit any thing, which might male her lelle wozthy of lone then hee 
was, And ik at any time (as the flety is kraile) the vehemency of his 
affection foxced him to pecſwade her to folly , he vid it lo faintly,that 
it might plainly be perceiued he was not willing to ouercome. F * 
he deepely doubted, that if by the foxce ol her lone towardes him, oꝛ 
ofhis perlwaſions towards her, ſhce ſhould haue peelded the foxte 
of her fapth and chaTicy into his handes,hts loue towards her (with 
the Sunne being at the highelky would haue declined and decreaſed, 
=which would haue been the greateſt grief to him in the wozld ;* No; 
he liued with ſutch delyght inthe-concemplation of her thatitþ/and 
bertue,that he was voyde not only ok libidindus lult towards her, but 
alſo towardes all other women whatlacuer. Vee he recetuen 
moze pleaſure of her by imagination, then ok any other woman by 
the acte of generation. So that betweene theſe friendes was no 
cauſe of ſuſpition, no cauſe of iarre, no eatiſe of ielouſte :but they ly⸗ 
ued togeather the ſpace ofthee oj foure peeres in molt heatienly has 
uen ok moſt happie like. The flood of ther felicitie flowed froni the 
fountaine of moſt faithfull friendſhip ,: the building of their biding 
togeather was railed on the rocke ofvertue , ſo that it was to be 
thought,no ſeas of ſubtiltie,o2 floods of fi ckelneſſe could haue vnder⸗ 
mined it. But what perpetuitie ls to be looked fox in moital pꝛeten⸗ 
tes: What conſtancie is to be hoped ko; in kits of Creſsids kinde: 
N one pather Erapesofchopies * of Thiſtels, o: ae 
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cy of women: Map, if any man lift the whole ſexe thozowlp,he ſhal 
linde their wozdes to be but winde, their kayth fozgerp, and their 
deedes dillembling. Pou mult not (Gentlewomen) take theſe 
woꝛzdes to come from mee, who dare not ſo much as thinke ſo much. 
mutch leſſe ſap ſo mutch, koz that trueth geatteth hatred, Jmeane 
ſutch as tell not the trueth, as he in no wiſe ſhould not doe, which 
ſhould blowe foozth any ſuch blaſt of che moſt faythfull and conſtant 
feminine kynde: But youmult take theſe ſpeeches to pꝛoceede from 
pigmalion, who, to ſpeake vpꝛightiy, had ſome cauſe to dilcommend 
ſome in particuler , though not to condemne all in generall, as you 
ſhall koozthwith heare Fon it fell ſo out, that an Ambaſſadour 
came out of a ſtrange country into Piemount, and was appointed 
to lye al che houſe of Luciano the time ok his abode in the countrye. 
Nowe-amonglt the company. which came with him, there was 
one young Gentleman, in whom though there were nothing woz⸗ 
chy of commendation any way, pet whether it pzoceeded of the 
daintineſſe of women, who (as Pigmalion thought) wilbe ſoone wee- 
ty ok one diet , oꝛ ot their wauering (who are conſtant in nothing) oꝛ 
of their imperfect nature (which tendeth alway. tothe wozſt ) A 
know not, but this Lady began to conceyue a very good opinion of 
him, and in ſhoꝛzt time in affection farre to pꝛeler him befoze her olde 
faythfull friend. Which Pigmalion perceiuing, being in their pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, danke vp his ſoꝛrow in ſilence, but hauing wichdzawenhim 
him out of their company, into his ſolitarie chamber, he entred with 
im ſeile into this ragingrapling. 
O faigned fawning,D counterfaic curteſte, O deepe diſembling, 
© hony mixt with gall, O heauen turned to hell. Now doe J per- 
ceiue thy friendſhippeheretofoze was nothing but flattery,thy loue 
leud, thy curteſie ofcourſe: no ve am J aſſured thou madeſt or me a 
bertue of neceſſitie , ta ſerue thy turne foz lacke of other company, 
Did J pꝛeler thee betore father and friend: and canſt thou pyefer be; 
foze me a ſtranger, whom thou neuer ſaweſt befoze ,, ok no counte⸗ 
nance, credit, oꝛ conſtancie, but wanereth with the wynde $ Dyd I 
beare thee fapthfull and intire affection 5 and canſt thou beare grea- 
fer goodwill tohim , who careth not fo thee $ who beareth ſtedfaſt 
An! to moe , in 7 is . but Loeb fantaſie, and 
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vertue then farewell reaſon,thoureſteſt not in womens head: then 
farewell wit , thou wieldeſt not womens dooings: then farewell 
kayth, thou art no womans pheare: then farewell women, von are no 
mates fo2 me: and hereupon verily determined with him lelfe vt- 
terly to abandon her companp fo; euer. But repzehending his 
owne raſhneſſe,he ment to haue a further tryall of her trifling to⸗ 
wardes him, and allo to looke moze narrowly into the dooings and 
behauiour ok that other gentleman that ik he could ſee any thing in 
him, wherby he woꝛthily deſerued to be p2eferred befoze him ſelk, he 
myght moze paciently indure it. TWhereupon dilſembling his 
griefe ſo well as he could, he made repayze agayne vnto her houſe, 
and there noting her loue by her lookes, her fancie by her face , and 
her conceites by her countenaunce, he ealily perceiued to whom ſhe 
bent her beſt deuotion, and who was her holteſt Jdoll, Lykewiſe, 
diligently conſidering the conuerſation of the Gentleman, he pers 
ſwaded himlelfe that in indifferent indgement, where affection did 
not make blinde, the beſt guiftes eyther of body oz mynde, whiche 
were in him, were not to be compared to the woꝛſt which were in 
bimlelfe : the one being not perfect any wap, the other imperfect no 
way. Sothar, ſeeing neither his owne wozthineſle ;neicher the o⸗ 
thers vnwoꝛthinelle, could ſettle her affection as it ſhould be, he vt⸗ 
terly appealed from her vnwozthy and bnequall iudgement, and ge⸗ 
uing her the bezelas manos, he altogether eſtraunged himſelfe from 
her ſocietie. See the maruailous power of his lone , who notwith⸗ 
ſtanding he neuer inioped the ble ofher body, and certaynly knewe 
chat the other had not won that poynt ol her neither, vet he tooke it 
lo greeuouſſy, that ſhe ſhould ſeeme to beare greater goodwill to⸗ 
wardes the other then him, chat he fully relolued with him ſelfe co 
eſchewe the company ol all other women koꝛ her ſake; and neuer to 
lulfer the loue of any to ſink again fo deeply into his hart. And ſurelx 
( gentlewomen) this Pigmalion map he a pꝛeſident and pꝛuof tu ton⸗ 
fute the erroz ol thoſe, who think there tan be no hot and feruent loug 
betweene a man and a woman, vnfeſſe it pzoceede of ſome pleaſaunt 
pꝛactiſe betweene them. And ik they ſee any friendly familiaritie 
betweene a poung Gentleman and Gentle woman, they 'fozthz 
with conceiue an euill opinion oftheir honeſt affection, - Which 
errqur,as it is molt groſſę, ſo may it be defaced by lundꝛy reaſons, 
For hom is it poſſihle chat an il , come to good effect 3 
DCE * lit, me 
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firme friendſhip can flow from fading kancie chat the heauenly cons 
ſent ol mindes, {ould pꝛot eede ok the bzutall conjunction ofbodies* 
TUhich if it were ſo,thoſe men ( it A may call them men) which days 
ly deale ith common women, chould be very faythkully and friend: 
ly affeccioned towardes them: but it is ſo farre of, that in my 
kancie afrer the fact, they rather loch them, then lone them : both 
fo) that a luthſome repentaunce followeth it, and allo (as Ariſtotle 
layth) men thereby are made lefle perfect: Do that J thinke the 
bnlawfuil coniunction of bodies, rather a diſjunction of minde then 
otherwyſe. And true iriendlyip betweene man and man, oz man 
and woman, is grounded only on that which is good and honeſt. 
Pea J am perlwaded, that the wanton loner him ſeif, is as wel ſatil⸗ 
lied wich the good countenaunce, louing lookes , and perfect agree⸗ 
ment of his midres minde with his ; as with the i of her body. 
Mhich although he oftentimes erneltly deſire, yet J thinke it be as 
mutch to knowe thereby her vnkaigned goodwill towardes him, to 
confirme it with a naturall bond, and to pꝛocure her contentment, 
as fo2 that he repoſech the bulnelle of his felicitie therein. So, 
if then a lewd louer, altogether vowed to vanitie, can loue without 
lult:how mutch moꝛe ealily may a faithful friend be feruent in affec- 
tion and pet colde in delire: And as Pigmalion may be a playne pꝛe⸗ 
lident, that a man may loue lopally, and pet not deſire laſciuiouſſp:ſa 
may Florinda be a fruitfull example to the feminine ſoꝛte, to doo 
the like, who bearing ſutch keruent affection to her friende Ama- 
dour, that hee helde him moze dere then her oume like, that ſhee re- 
teiued moꝛt contentatton in che companie ok him, then of kather mo⸗ 
ther, childe, friend, oz wholoeuet : yet ſhe was lo karre of kroim filthy 
affection towardes him, chat ſhe auoyded ſo neare as che coulde, 
all occaliuns which myght dzawe him into any diloꝛdinate de⸗ 
lire towardes her - In ſo mutche chat hauing occaſion ok pꝛiuie 
conference witch him in a pꝛiuie place ;befoze ſhe came, ſhe fouly 
defaced her face, and buiſed it wich a ſtone ; that hee myght not be 
inflamed wich the feature thereof, and diuers other wayes at diuers 
other tymes; vallantly withſtoode all alarms of luſt. Therefoze 
they are no doubt deceiued, which thinke thatloue cannot bee with - 
out * neither keruent affection without 1 75 fancie, ; _ And Kij 
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ſuſpicious opintons(fo2 the moſt part) pꝛoceede from ſuſpected pers 
ſons, and they are commonly ſutch themlelues, as they thinke other 
to be: foꝛ mala mens, malus animus: an euill diſpolition, bꝛeedeth 
an euill ſuſpition. But to returne to Pigmalion, who, foy all his 
keruent loue, being fruſtrate ofthe fruites thereof, and not incoun⸗ 
fred with the like, got from the houſe of his fickle friende , and 
being alone in his owne lodging he entred with himſelfe into this 
diſcourſe, Notwithſtanding my loue hath been alway guided ra⸗ 
ther by reaſon then rage, and my kancie neuer at any time turned 
to kurie, by reaſon wheref J haue not ben greatly pinched with 
the panges thereok: pet when J conſider the common courſe 
of Louers, and of lone , ſurely ok all punichmentes inflicted on 
mankpnde, there is none that dooth mote afflict vs, then the lewde- 
lottes thereof, and the firiedartes of Cupid . Io; all other euylles 
by nature wee flee from, by reaſon wee redzeſſe, by pollicie wee 
pꝛeuent, by pleaſure wee mitigate, by pacience wee moderate, by 
lahour wee lighten, by payne we appeaſe, by counſayle we cure, by 
time we take away , oz by ſome meanes oꝛ other ſet our ſelues free 
from. But this hatefull lone by nature we kollowe, it bereeueth vs 
of reaſon, pollicie hath no place in it, pleaſure doublech our dolour, 
pacience purchalech no eaſe, labour is loſt, payne pꝛeuayleth not, 
counſayle conduceth not, time tyeth and intangleth vs, no, nothing 
is able to leade vs out of this intricate Labyꝛinth. And though the 
pleaſures pertapning to loue, ſeeme great: yet whoſvenerpurpoſeth 
to purchale them, let him aſſure hunſelfe to buy them at an vnrealo⸗ 
nable rate: Euery pecke of pleaſure ſhall coſt him a quarter of care. 
fo) euery pinte ok hony, he ſhall taſt a gallon of gall, Pea though 
the entry which leadeth to the lodging ofloue ſeeme eaſte, and the 
porch paradiſe vnto him, vet ſhallhee finde the hall a hell, and the 
whole houſe ahatefull pꝛiſon and place of bondage. Foꝛ as Marri⸗ 
ners, that vnder a ſhewe of calme weather commit themſelues ta 
the Sea, are oftentimes with tempeſtes ſo toſſed, that ruſhing as 
gaynſt the rockes, their ſhips are ſhaken to peeces,and they deuou⸗ 
red in the depth ofthe ſea:ſo he that vnder the curteous countenance 
ola wauering woman yeeldeth him elfe to laue is commonly lo 
mappen in the waues ol wiles, that he is altogether dzowned in the 
depth of deceit, and hardly eſcapeth with the lolle ol his libertie and 
lining. Mee lee the flpe plapech fo long with the * | 
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hee is ſcoꝛched therwith, and the experience is no leſfſe connnon then 
lamentable , that men dally lo long with daynty dames, that at 
length they are ſcozched in the flames of kancie, and the winges of 
their free will quight burned away. And then, good God, it is 
 ftraunge to conſider their caſe, how careleſly they deale in al things, 
how leudly they ſpend their time, how pꝛodigally they conſume their 
goods, how negligently they regarde their kriendes, how lothſome- 
ly they like good counſayle, how relolute they are in their owne fond 
determinations, how diſlolute in their behauiour, how ſolitaryly they 
ſit in ſilence, how ſecretly they conceale their griefe , how ſo2rowful- 
ly they ſpend their dayes, how fantaſtically they mindes are trou⸗ 
bled, how feebly their bodies are weakened, what bꝛoken ſleepeg, 
what doubtfull dꝛeames, what vayne viſions they haue. And tou⸗ 
ching their beeloued, how curioully they commend them, how par⸗ 
cially they pꝛayſe them, how doltiſhly they doate on them, how wil⸗ 
fully they are blynded in them, how ſitperſticiouſly they thinke of 


them, how idolatrouſly they wozlhip them, how zelouſiy they Lolie 
them, how ielouſſy they looke to them, how warely they watch them, 


how willingly they ſerue them, how papnfully they imploy therh= 
ſelues to pleaſure them, how redily they run vnder their tommaun⸗ 
dementes, how obediently they bow at their becke and come at 


their call, hom deadly they hate their enemies, howe deepely they 


loue their friendes, how charily they ſeeke their good will, how chil⸗ 
diſhly they feare their ill will, how gladly they take a good looke, 


how ſadly they receiue a ſoure countenaunce, how fooliſhly they ful⸗ 


fill their deſires, how fondly they frame themlelues to their fancies, 
how with lookes they ſhewe their loue, and with lignes lignifte their 


good mill, how it greeueth them to haue any other looked vpon z 


ſpoken to, how in the pꝛeſence of their Ladies they frie as hotly as 
Mount Aetna, how in their abſence they frize as coldly as the Hill 


Caucaſus, hom pꝛeſent they pꝛefer ſuites, hom abſent they ſend lalu⸗ 
tations, how yꝛelent they flouriſh, how abſent they fade, to conclude, 
how pꝛeſent they liue, how abſent they dye. But on the other ſide, ta 


weigh the dealings of their darlings towardes them, it makes my 
harte ſoze to chinke, ehat any man ſhould be ſo mad, as not vtterly 


to abhoꝛre them. Foꝛ, firſt while they ſee a man free from kolly, and 
without the compaſſe ol their cozenage they fetch many a-windlag - 
canine him into rhenets ofnaughtineſſe,and to ay him in their 
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trechery:and il chey perceine him ſo ſtrongly armed wich wiſvome, 
chat their bolſtred beauty cãnot bleare his eyes, chẽ foozthwith they 
goe about to cũpaſſe him with their coũterkeit courtelp,ch?,fozlooth, 
they frame ſutch friendly countenaunces towards him, and pꝛe⸗ 
tend to beare him ſo great good will, that he cannot (vnleſſe he will 
ſhewe himſelke altogeacher vngraceful and diſcourteous) but frame 
his fancy towards them againe, Now, lo ſoone as they ſee him 
reaſonably wel reclaimed to the lure ok their alluring lookes, they 
by and by ſtop the lure vpon him, # cauſe him to houer in hope, and 
teach him to flee a high pitche, koz a pꝛay of litle pꝛolit oz pleaſure, 
Fox then they caſt very cop countenances towards him, yea they 
will not ſo mutch, as wich a glaunce giue any ſigne of goodwill: 
but when they haue made him lie ſo long in che aire, that he is redp 
either to take a ſtande, oz ſoare awap, they fling foo2th a traine of 
trealon, and calt ſome flattering hope and faigned fawning fox 
him to keede on, leſt his kindnes by their coldneſſe Gould quaile, 
and ſo he retire his deſpꝛe. But ik they lee him to be ſoſharpe ſer, 
chat he will ſtoupe at euery ſale, oz know him to be anieſle which 
will neuer away, then they make him flee, and neuer ſerue him, 
they bangle him out, and bob him as they liſt, then they keepe 
themlelues out ok his light, to make him moꝛe ſharpe ,then in his 
pꝛeſence they lend louing lookes to other, then thep make the mats 
ter lo ſtrange, chat he is dꝛinen to begin agapne, and to renew his 
ſuite afreſh, And the ende ok all this is, to ſpoꝛt themſelues in his 
paine, to glozp in his griefe, and to triumph in his toꝛmentes. 
Sutch malice they beare him, that bearech chem great goodwill, 
Pea he which loueth them belt, is ſire to be handled che woꝛſt, 
fo: they know he is armed with loue to indure the fozce of their 
fraude, and like an Alle to beare any burthen which they ſhall lay 
on his back: Pea they will not ſtick to yeelde their bodies to ſome 
courſe Quidam in a coner, rather then they will beſtow on him 
one courteous countenance: ſutch is their ill nature, to cleaue to the 
worft, and pꝛoudly to diſbaine him that humbly deſireth them, and 
openly to reiect all men though neuer ſo noble, and ſecretly to re⸗ 
fuſe no man though neuer ſo baſe, And as the Humblebee fleeth al 
the day in the pleſaumt aire, and thinketh mutch to light euen vp⸗ 
pon the ſweete flowers, but at night taketh no ſcoꝛne to lodge in 
a Cowes foule ſharde; lo theſe dainty dames,incompany thinke 
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ſcome to peelde loue to any, but in coꝛners chey care not to pꝛac⸗ 
tile with ſome lathſomeCkullion,o2 hozſe boy. But ik they thinke this 
louer whom they haue lo daintily dealt withall, haue ople to coole 
their furious flames, and be euery waye fitte foz their kolly, he hall 
perchaunce, after this tedious toyle, and long luite inthe Courte 
of courtefie. aud: conſcience, bee adviſed. and admitted fo; a moze 
ſpeedye diſpatche of his liuyng „ to enter his Action in the Cem- 
mon, place, J:meane, he ſhalbe receiued into their good grace 
and fauour, and be nowe and then feaſted with the beſt banquettes 
in their bodyes. But by that tyme the reckenyng be paid he ſhall 
linde his cheare ſo chargeable, that all things conſidered, he might 
haue fared better far better cheape at the moſt cucthzote Inne in a 
countrey. Then muſt the Chaines, the Bꝛacelets, the Jewels, the 
Nings, the Diamonds, the Pearles, be pꝛouided: then muſt he buy 
foꝛ euery part a peece, fo euery finger a fangle, fo every toe atoye: 
chen muſt their maides be monied cheir bandes byibed, their ſcouts 
conſidered, their ſeruants ſatiſtied, euer as they lye open to him. ſo 
his puxſe muſt lye open to them & theirs. Andhereof cemmeth tht 
ſpople of a mumber of noble # luſtie young Gentleman: yea and the 
nobler blood, and the franker:hart they are of, the ſooner: and 
ſozer is their decay and confuſion. Foz tyke as the fire haning 
ffones call into it, dooth onely alter their colour, and make them 
black, but cannot conſume them, but hauing wood thꝛowu into it, 
it waſteth it cleane away: ſo theſe cooſpning; Curtiſanes, if ſome 
hard mettald louer light vnto their lot, chey onely alter his eſtate, 
and bꝛing him from verp wealthy, to ſomewhat needy 2 but ik a 
free and franke childe chaunce vppon them, they wholp conſiune 
him body and goodes: A thing ſurely on our part rather to be puni⸗ 
ſhed th? pitied, who being by God endued with greater wits, chould 
ſuffer our ſelues ſo villanouſiy to be vanquiſhed by the weakeneſſe of 
women. But veryly as Spiders conuert to poifon what ſocuer they 
touch: ſo women inkect with folly whom lo euer they deale withalk 
and J thinke them made of God only foꝛ x plague t wo vnto men, 
as their name repoꝛteth. And as Eue cauſed Adam to be depꝛiued 
of Paradiſe: ſo I thinke her ſexe is oꝛdained to depꝛiue Adams pos 
ſerity of pꝛoſperitie. Yea in mariage it ſelfe, where only they are 
counted neceſſarie, J ſeg not but that chey are aecõpanied with moꝛe 
care then conungditie, more coſt then camkqzte, moze paine then 
gane, maze greife then good. Sirch kalleneſle il they be faire, ſutch 
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filchineſle itthe be foule,ſutch wiles ik they be wittie, ſutch fond⸗ 
neſſe if chey be fooles,ſutch pzoudneſſe if chey be noble, ſutch rude⸗ 
neſſe if they be bale, ſo nice it they be vertuous, ſutch vice ik they bee 
vicious, ſutch luctinelle if they be young, ſutch lothlomneſle if they 
be olde, ſuch lightnes if they be merrie, ſutch ſullẽnes if they be ſad, 
ſittch ofcendeſpze ofſpozt ik they be healthy, ſutch ſeldõ quietneſſe if 
they be lickly, ſutch vnholſomnelle if they be barren, ſutch queline ſle 
if they be with childe, ſutch ldgingſutch daintineſſe, ſutch waiward⸗ 
nelle, at all times in fare lutch finenes, in apparrell ſutch coſtlines, 
in houſholde ſtuffe ſutch curiouſneſſe, at moſte times ſo immodeſt, 
ſutch pouting, ſutch lowzing, ſutch chiding, ſutch chafing , that to 
conclude with ſcripture, J thinke belt foz man not to touch a womã. 

Gentlewomen, vou muſt vnderſtand, this Gentleman was in a 
great heate, and therefoze you muſt beare with his bolde blal⸗ 
phemy againſt your noble ſexe: fox my part, J am angry with 
my lelfto haue vtcred it, and J ſhal like mp liſping lippes the wozle, 
fo2 that they haue been the inſtrumentes ofſutch euill, neither ſhall 
Ithinbe them ſauozy againe , vntill it ſhall pleaſe ſome of pou ta 
ſeaſon them with the ſweeteneſle ol yours. But pet he himſelfe was 
ſo fully confirmed in this fapth and beliefe, touching the fraylty and 
fraud of women, that J thinke no toꝛment, no, not the fury of fire. 
could haue fopced him to recant his opinion. Foz euer after, hee 
fled all occaſions of womens company, perſwading himſelfe, that 
as hee which toucheth pitch, ſhalbe defiled therewith : ſo he that 
vſeth womens company, ſhalbe be. beguiled therwith. And as the 
Mouſe hauing eſcaped out ofche trap, will hardly be allured againe 
with the intiſing bayt, oz as the Hauke hauing been once canuaſ# 
ſed in the nets, wil make it daungerous to ſtrike againe at the ſtale: 
ſo he, hauing been caught inthe ſnares of craftycounterfepting, and 
now hauing vnwound himlelfe therout, and won the fieldes of free⸗ 
dome, auoyded all occaſions which might bing him ektſoones into 
bondage. But man purpolech, r God diſpoſeth,men determine, but 
the deſtinies do:foz what ſhalbe, halbe: no pollicy may pꝛcuent the 
power ol the heauens, no doings of me can vndoe the oeſtinies. Fox 
he was ſo far of from being able to keepe himſeife from being in 
lone with women, that he fel in loue with a ſenſeleſle thing, a ſtone, 
an Image (a iuſt puniſhinent fox his rathe rapling againſt the 
flailing feminine ſexe.) Foz continuing (as J ſayd befoze) 
bis folptary life , 112 from the lociety of women, 
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he conſumed the moſt part ofhis time in caruing and grauing J⸗ 
mages, and amongſt all other his woozkes, he made out of Mar⸗ 
ble the likeneſle ofa pꝛoper whench (as by like) notwithſtanding 
the new religion he was entred into, hauing moſt kancy to a femi- 
nine fozme : and hauing faſhioned and finiſhed it in the lineſt ma⸗ 
ner, he fell to looking on it. And as lone firſt entreth in at the 
eyes, and from thence deſcendeth to the hart: lo he looked ſo long 
theron, that at length he fel in loue with it, yea he was ſo won- 
derkully bewitched with it, that he fell to imbzaling, kiſſing, and 
dayllying with it. A monſtrous miracle no doubt, and rather to 
be wondꝛed at, then credited: And pet J haue heard of ſome that 
haue been lo poſſeſt with melarcholy paſſions, that they haue 
thought themlelues to be made of glaſſe, and if they had gone in any 
ſtreete, they would not came neere any wall oz houſe, foz feare of 
bꝛeaking themſelnes. And ſo it map be that this Pigmalion thought 
him ſelke ſome ſtone, and knowing that like agree beſt with their 
like, he thought he could make no better a match, chen to match 
him ſelfe to a ſtone, Dy it may he be was one ofthoſe, whom after 
the generall flood as Ouid repozteth)Ducalion and his wife Pir- 
raha made, by caſting ſtones at their backes: and then no marueile 
though hee beare marueilous affection to ſtones, beeing made 
of ſtones, Dz whether his religion were to lone Images, J 
know not: neither is it any moꝛe to be marueyled at in him, then 
in an infinite number that line at this day, which loue Images 
right well, and verely perlwade themſelues that Images haue 
power to pꝛay fo2 them, helpe them to heauen. Oz whether it pꝛo⸗ 
ceeded of thts, that euery one is lightly in loue with that which is 
his owne, J know not: but this J reade repozted of him, chat when 
neither by the feeling ofhis ſenſes, neither by the force of reaſon, 
neither by the aſſiſtance of time, neither by any other meane he 
could rid his tender hart ok this ſfony lone, he tooke his image and 
layd it in his bed, as if it had been his wife and bꝛide: which done, 
he went to the temple of Venus, and there ſending vp ſighes fo2 ſa- 
crifices,and vttering his paſſions in ſteed of pzapers,rufillly repen- 
ting his fo2mer rebellion againſt the maieſty of the goddeſſe Ve- 
nus, fo2 that he had blaſphemed wickedly againſt women, and neg⸗ 
lected the lawes and loze of loue, and ſought to lodge him (af in 
liberty:he humbly requeſtedher now to rue his ruthlelle tale, and he 
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would remaine her chꝛall all the dayes ok his life after: and 
that if it ſeemed good to her godhead to give hym a wife, 
that ſhee might bee (he durſt not ſap his image) but like vnto 
his image. Venus very well knowing what he ment by this re⸗ 
queſt, remẽbꝛing alſo the wong which Penthea befoze had pꝛofred 
him, loꝛ that he loued her lopally the ſpace of thꝛee oz foure yecres 
without any rewarde, except it were double diſlembling ko; his 
ſinguler affection, and therfoze had ſome reaſon to rage againſt wo⸗ 
men as he did, ſhe thought her ſelfe bound in conſcience to cure his 
talamitie: and ſeeing how idolatrouſſy he was addicted to his J. 
mage, ſhe put like into it, and made it a perfect woman, The like 
miracles we haue had many wyought within theſe few yeeres, when 
images haue been made to bowcheir heads, to holde out their hands, 
to weepe, to ſpeake. xc. But to Pigmalion,whohauing done his de- 
notions, returned to his lodging, and there accozding to cuſtome 
kel to killing his Image, which ſeemed vnto him to bluſh therat, and 
taking better caſte ofher lips, they begã to waxe very ſoft # ſweete 
entring into deeper daliance with her, ſhe bad him leaue fo2 ſhame, - 
and was pꝛeſently turned to a perfect pꝛoper matide,Uhich he ſee⸗ 
ing, magnified the might and power of Venus, ioyfully tooke this 
maide bnto his wike, and ſo they liued together long time in great 
loy and felicitie. 

Dou haue heard (Gentlewomen) whatbzode blaſphemie the fice 
klenes of Penthea cauſed vnwoꝑthily to be blown foꝛth againſt you 
all: wherefoze to auoide the like, I am to admoniſh pon, that vou 
p2efer not new kangle, friendes befoqe old faythful friends: that you 
neither lightly leaue the one, neither lightly loue the other, foz 
it is greate lightneſle to doe eicher the one o2 the other: And beſides 
the incurring ofthe blot of inconſtancy and wauering, it is very 
perilous fo2 pou to commit your ſelues and pour ſecrets to thoſe, 
of whole truſtines you haue made no trial, Foz all is not golde 
which gliſtereth, counterfayte toine ſheweth moze goodly then the 
good: and it is moſt eaſy to deceiue vnder the name ofa friend. The 
common ſaping ts, the chaunge is ſeldome made foz the better, 
and pour owne ſaying is, that of your ſeruantes vou had rather 
keepe thoſe whom pon know, though with ſome faultes, then take 
thoſe whom you knowe not, perchaunce with moe faults, Pow 
nuttch moze then ought fapthfull kriendes to bee kept and ac 
N. iii. counted 
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counted ok, whom pot know to be perfectly good : They are not 
ſurely foz any chaunce to be changed, they are not foz any reſpect 
tobcereiected, they are the onely Jewels to bee ioyed in, the onely 
pearles to be pꝛeſerued, che onely pillers to be truted to. We like 
à picture made in marble, better then in ware, becaule it will laſt 
longer, wee like the ricch Diamonde cheifly,bicaule it laſteth long, 
and will not lightly loſe it bzight hew: ſo: likewile, pou ought to 
like thoſe kriendes belt, which laſt longeſt, and haue lined longeſt 
with vou. Foz youmutt conſider, true friendes are not like new 
garments, which will be the wozſe fo2 wearing: chey are rather 
like the ſtone of Scilitia,which the moꝛze it is beaten, che harder it is: 
02 like ſpices, which the moe they are pounded, the ſweeter they 
are; . wines, which the older they are, the better they 
are. But to leaue true friendſhip, and come to trifling friendſhip, 
conſiſting i in pleaſant p2inie pꝛactiſes. I would wiſh choſe women 
which deale that wap (although they be no ſheepe of my flocke, vet 
fox their ſexe lake, I wiſh them wel) I would, J ſay, aduiſe chem to 
vle wary heed in ridding away thole friends they are weery ol: it is 
a daungerous peece of wozke , and impozteth as mutch as their 
good name commetch co. Foz if they ſhall, without diſcretion and 
great cauſe diſclaime a mans friendſhip, it is the next way(vnleſſe 
his gouernment ofhimlelfe be very great) to make him pꝛoclayme 
what freindſhip he hath had of them in times paſt: This was it 
which made Fauſtine ſo famous as ſhe was: this is it which bla- 
ird the bꝛuite ot Blanch maria thzoughout the woꝛld. And ſurely A 
know not well what counſayle to giue in this cale; it is a matter of 
harde digeſtion to a man to ſee her become ſtrange to him, wha was 
wont to be molt familiar with him, ta haue her his enemy, who was 
wont to be his friend: therfoze J would aduiſe the to ſticke to their 
old friendes ſtill. But ik they cannot frame their fickle nature to 
ſutch firmeneſle,the beſt away is, by litle and litle to eſtrange them 
{clues from their friendes, to pꝛetend ſome erneit oz honeſt cauſe, to 
p2ofelle that neuer any other ſhall: poſleſle that place with them, 
and to pꝛomiſe, that in hart they — lite. 
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Aleriut ginen erneſtly vo follow the ſtudia of his booke, and 
the knowledge of che liberall Sciences, is diligently eu- 
horted by his father to take a wife, wherunto thou gh 
-vnwilling, hee applyeth himſelfe, and is matched with 

ſiutch one, that in reſpect of heri good graces, he vttereth 

great commendation of woman kitide. But ſhortly after, 

* 19 falling into _—_ of that which before thee moſt loued, 

:. :herepenteth himſelfe; of his bargaine, and*forſiking voth 

houſe and wife, and al worldly pleaſt ares, conſumeth che re- 
mainder of his life in ram mc png PTL Bf en 
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C Icers was of this optnion;hartheretien vibe whichvooth 
moltveepely diſtreſle a yvung man is to detetmine with hym 
(elfe; Nag lyke in this lyfe it bebeltico enter into: wherin no 
-poubthehadreaſon, fo beſides the vinerſicie'of lyues which are 
to bee choſen; there ts ſutch a contuſen Chaos ok conceits in 
poung mens heads, that our wits are contounded with thent, and 
are lot, as it were ina labyrinth, notfinding any way oute lo chat if 
we chaunce ta enter into this deliberation, we are as ſoone-in one 
baine as ſons in another e ſo man vaines; io many vanities:ił ver⸗ 
Xue dzaweth vs one way, vice dzinech vs another wap: if pꝛolite 
perſwade one way,pleaſure pꝛouokech vs another way:if wit weigh 
one way, will wꝛeſtech another way: if friendes counlayle one 
wap, fancy foxceth vs another way: yea ſome (lpke Horace his 
gueſtes) ate ſa daintily diſpoſed, that nu ile at all will like them, 
Kypngvomes (lay they) are but cares, inhonouris enate;no-ma- 
ieſtie in meane eſtate, penurie in pouertie, in ſingle lyke ſolitari⸗ 
nelle, in marriage troubles: and touchyng ſtudyes and faculties, 
Diuinitie is contemptuous, Philicke filthy, Lawe labourſome: 
touchpng other trades of lyfeʒ marchandiſe is but baſe, the councrey 
life is clowniſh, warfare is dangerous, in trauaile is peryl, liuyng at 
home is obſcure,yea what life ſoeuer it be, chey count it lothſome: ſo 
that it is hard fo2 them to reſolute vpon any one, who can frame them 
ſelues to fancy none. But fox ſutch as couet tobe ofthe cozpozation 
of the common wealth , and to be p2ofitable members thereof, J 
thinke theſe two popntes in this choyce ol our life chiefly to be con⸗ 
ſidered. Firſt, chat we apply our ſelues to that lyle whereto by na⸗ 
ture wee are chielely tuclined, koz it is not poſſible well re goe 
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fozward in any thing, Inuita Minerua, nature not conſenting 


therto. Then, not ſo to addict our ſelules to any one lpfe, 
but that. wee may adapt our ſelues to another, if neede ſhall 
require, Fo2 no man ts ſo ſurely ſetled in any eſtate, but chat 


fozxtune may frame alteration: like as noſhip ſayleth ſo directly to 


the wilhed hauen, but chat ſome contrary winde map conuert her 


catrſe againſt the wackfull rockes, Thich map be iuſtiſied by the 
example ofa yoimg Gentleman named Alexius, who being ſetled 


ina ſtedfaſt ſtate of life , as was to be thought, pet was he dzi- 
ten to change, and chaunge againe, Foz firft, beeing deſirous 
to palle the pilgrimage ofchis ſhozclife inpleaſure, he auoyded (fo 


neere as he could) all wozdly vanities,repoſing his chieke pleaſure 


inſearching out the ſacred ſkil oflearnedbookes : fo that ſtudie was 
his only pleaſure in pꝛoſperitie, his only ſolace in aduerſitie, bis on⸗ 
lp exerciſe being frelh, his only refreſhing being weery , his only 
ſpozt, his only play. And notwithſtanding he had good ſkill in 
bauking, hunting, diceing, carding, with ſutch lyks; and ſometime 
for recreation ſake vſed them: vet he counted all thoſe paſtimes a 
paine, in the reſpect-of-the- plealure which ſtudy pꝛocured hym. 
His Father ſeeing. him lerled in this ſolytary lyfe , ſeemed 
g myſlpke thereof , and dillwaded hym from it in this 

Nee. | 3 l 
Iſee, ſonne, there is nothing ſo good, butby il vſing may bee 
made naught, and true that ſaping is, that euery erceſle is tur⸗ 
ned into vice: I meane your ſtudy, which of it elfe is laudable, yet 
the im moderate vſe thereofmaketh it rather to be repꝛehended, chen 
conmended ; and while you ſeke pour owne careleſle ſecuritie, 
pot neglect pour countries commoditie, and liue (lpke adozne by 
the hony) ofother mens handes, and by the lweete of other mens 
ſweat. Foz pou mult know, al the pꝛayſe of vertue conſiſteth in do⸗ 
ing, from the which to be withdꝛawne wich the doubt ok danger 
oz trouble, is a ſigne of one which pꝛekerrech his owne pꝛiuate 
ſafetie, beeſoze the common ſocietie: And pet he that will not ine 
deuour to defend other, is commonly left deſtitute of helpe him⸗ 
ſeife, What w nne Archimedes by his earneſt ſtudy, who while 
Marcellus woonhis citie Syracuſis, was ſo buſily dzawing figures 
of Geometry in the ground, that he knew not the citie was taken, 
and Marcellus ſending fo; him to come vnto hym , he a * 
e 
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be woulde not come, vntill he had liniſhed his figures: whereuppon 
the meſſenger ina great rage ſmiſhed his like: an ende fic fo) all 
ſutch, who to ſatiltte their owne myndes, will not ſatiſfie their du⸗ 
ties to their rulers , Country, and common wealth. Therefoze J . 
thinke good pau leaue this labourleſſe Ipte , and to enter into the 
wozlde, and take a wife, whereby you may become a pꝛolitable and 
fruittull member ol your country. Mou knowe the law maker Ly- 
curgus, valued in a manner with manllears , thoſe| which would of 
ſec purpoſe abide barren ,faping, that he did ina manner depziue 
a man ot lyfe, which did not helpe tobzingaman into this ipfe,when 
he myght: and che difference is litle, betweene doyng an injury, 
and ſuffering an iniurie tobe done, when one may pꝛohibite it. Pou 
knome allo the repꝛoche which he. ſuffered that ancient vmnaried 
tcaptaine Dercillidas to recepue, who paſſing by a poung pꝛin⸗ 
tockes, had no reuerence done bnto him (which amongſt the Lace- 
demonians was the greateſt diſhonoz that might be) the Captaine 
complayning hereof, che voung man anſwered him: Why lir, vou 
haue got none which may doe reuerence to me when J come to age, 
and there foze it is no xeaſon you reteiue that honour at my handes: 
which anſwere Lycurgus allowed of, thinking none wozle Citizens 
then ſutch as would not marry, heretoze: if you wyll auoyde 
the like inconuenience, and frame your ſelke to enter into that hono⸗ 
rable ſtate, JI will depart with ſutch part ol my lyuing vnto pou, 
that vou ſhalbe able to liue in good credit and countenance in your 
country, and haue caule to thinke pour lyfe as pleaſaunt as this you 
now leade. 7 5 : | NS On | 

Alexius hauing diligently giuen eare to his fathers wozdes, duti⸗ 
fully made anlwere in this ſoꝛt. 

Sir, ik it pleaſe vou, Jam ok this opinion, that a good thing, 
cannot be too mutch bled, and chat the moꝛe common it is, the moꝛe 
commendable it is, neither is it poſſible to ſeeke learning coo much, 
wherok there was neuer any man yet but he had too litle, and 1 
thinke it ſhame to ceaſle from ſeeking, when the thing ſought, is the 
only thing woꝛthy to be ſought. Foz what toyle can ſeeme tedious to 
finde the way to wit, and pach to pꝛudenty, the line ol lyfe, and vaine 
ok bertue : And koz the commoditie ol my country, J doubt not, but 
vou know, chat the ſludious ſtand che common wealth in ag greaa 
ſeed , as the induſtrious otherwiſe . Yea who kt brought men 
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within the compaſſe of a comon wealch, but only the learned: ho 


bꝛought them from lauageneſſe to ciuilneſſe, was it not che lear⸗ 
ned: Cho reduced them from rage to reaſon, was it not the learned: 
Who bꝛought them into the ſoctety of a citie: who p2efcribed them 
lawes © who taught them religion: who inuented mariage it ſelfe, 
which vou are ſo earneſt to haue mee enter into: was it not the lear⸗ 
ned: Pes no doubt, learning is the life ol che cõmon wealth, the ma⸗ 
ker and maintainer of it. J mult confeſſe,that thoſe which vle trades 
of trauaile in the com non wealth, doe much good to the common 
wealth: but I muſt ſap, the learned doe moze good, J mult confeſle, - 
chat ſouldiours of 7 defend the common wealth: but J mult ſap, that 


learning mud leade them, otherwiſe they will ſooner offend it, then 


defend it. J muſt confeſſe, that ſouldiours often win wealth to their 
country: but I muſt ſap, that Senatours muſt keepe it, and the cun⸗ 
ning to keepe, is no {eſſe commendable, then the courage to get, and 
courage, God knoweth, is litle wozth abꝛode, vnleſſe there be good 
counſaile at home, Fo2 what woꝛchy exploytes did any captayne 
euer atchiue abꝛode, but by the aduiſe of counſailozs at home: As the 
valiant victozp which Themiſtocles had oner Salamis, was atchi⸗ 
ued by the counſatle ofthe Senate, which Solon had conſtituted. The 
puerthzow of Carthage, was wzought by the aduiſe of Cato, à caun-⸗ 
ſailour. The deſtructiũ of Troy, was wonght not by luſty pꝛoweſſe, 
but by learned policie. The taking of Babilon by Darius, was not 
done by ſtrength of his army ,but by the (kilfull ſubtelty of his ſer⸗ 
tant Zopyrus, and ſo almoſt in all notable viccozies, pollicy pꝛe⸗ 
uayleth aboue power. Which was the cauſe that Agamemnon in 
the ſiege of Troy, wiſhed rather for ten ſutch as Neſtor( who was a 
graue counſaylour) then fo ten ſutch as Aiax (who was a valiant 
captapne:) that Tratanus the Emperour ,when he wen: into the 
càmpe, euer had Dion the Philoſopher with him in his owne chari⸗ 
ote: that Alexander neuer went into the feelde without the Philo⸗ 
ſopher Caliſthenes with him: Zerxes neuer wichout Damarathus: 
that Alexander had euermoꝛe Homer his Iliades lying under his 
beddes head: that Iulius Cæſar ſtudied in the night, and ſet downe 
in wyting . that which he did in the day that Epaminondas, Mi- 
thridates, Themiſtocles, Adrian, Marcus Antonius, Marcus Au- 
relius, Alcibiades, Scipio, Brutus; Annibal, Alphonſus, So- 
fomon , Dauid , with inkpnite other „who were coragicus 
— —— Captaineg 


Alexis. 171 


Captaines and Ringes, gaue them ſelues moſt earneſtly to ſtudy 
and learning. Fo? they very well knewe he coulde not be a perfect 
Captayne, which was not perfectly ſeene in all ſciences and lear⸗ 
ning. In Grammer; to attapne to che Lattin toung, and by it, 
to the knowledge ok other tounges , whereby he may not be deafe 
and du nbe amongſt choſe with whom be ſhal haue to deale in warre, 
In Rhetoricke, chearefully to perſwade his ſouldiours to ſutch 
enterpziles as he would haue them attempt. In Logike, pꝛo⸗ 
bably ta reaſon wich his ſouldiours in doubtfull matters, which 
are to be diſcuſſed amongſt them. In Arithmeticke, to number 
bis ſouldiours, to deuide them into bandes, as beſt may lerue fo} the 
battell. In Geometrie, to meaſure the ground, to iudge ok the di⸗ 
ſtance ot places, whereby he may calt his trenches, rayſe his bul⸗ 
warkes, and place his ozdinance amd munition to moſt aduantage. 
In Aſtronomy, to knowe the courſe ofthe Starres, the place of 
the Poles, the ſite ofthe Zones, and ſutch lyke, whereby he may 
be able to direet his army by night (either on ſea o2 land )into what 
coaſtes he ſhall haue occaſion. In Muficke, ts recreate htmſelfe 
being weery, to ling ]sſalmes and pꝛayſes to God fo? the victozp. 
And as theſe ſeuen liberall ſciences are ſbewed tobe moſt necella⸗ 
xy fo2 acaptapne: ſo is there no art oꝛ knowledge but ought to bee 
knowen vnto him. Philoſophy ,to take away the terra; of death, to 
eaſe the euill of griefe, to coole the heate at hate, to byidle rage with 
reaſon, to turne raſhneſle to ſtapednes ,as it did in Fabius the noble 
captaine, qui cunctando reſtituit rem: to moꝑtity the deſires ofthe 
fleſh, as it did in Alexãder towards the wife c daughters of Darius: 
to increaſe abſtinency, as it did in the ſame Alexander , who hauing 
been thꝛee oz foure dates without koode, would eate nothing hin felk, 
til al his ſouldiotirs were ſatiſtied : to make pacient in papne, as it 
made Marius abide martiring without binding: to teach to indure 
hardneſſe, as it made Ageſilaus to goalmoſt naked in the middeſt of 
winter, that his ſouldiours by his example might doe the like: to; 
teach to ſet liile by ritches, to deſpiſe vaine gloꝛp, to auopd tnfiny, 
with infinite other commodities,wherwtith Philoſophy doth furniſh 
bs, Coſmographie,toknow the ſituation of cities and countries, to 
take the opoꝛtunity of meuntains, woods, and waters. Surgery, to 
heale his wounds, Phiſicke, to cure bis diſeaſes,# kcepe himſelte in 
health. Law, to iniſter iultice to his ſouldicurs, to deuide the booty 
3 Aa ti. indifferently 


Alexius. 
inifferently amongſt then to oblerue inuiolably the lawe of armes. 
Diuinitie , to dehozthis ſouldiours from ſwearing , from blafphe: 
ming, from dzinking,fromwhozing, and inthe houre ok death from 
diſpayzing. So that counſaple,learning, and knowledgought to be 

the chieke weapons and complete harnelle of a captayne, yea knows 
ledge is the armour of pzoofe , which neither Cannon, Hargabus, 
noꝛ Piſtol can perce . And what commoditie is in courage without 
counſayle, map be ſeene by many raſh conflictes of many rawe cap⸗ 
tapnes, And not to touch any ot freſh memozy , it may pleaſe pou 
onely to call to your remembꝛance one Callicratides, who be ing 
captaine of the Locedemonians, in an expedition againſt che Athe- 
nians, was aduiled by the Senate not to incounter with them, but to 
remoue his nauy from them, till moe conuenient opoꝛtunity might 
be taken: but he, thinking it would haue been ſome derogation to his 
manhood ſomewhat to haue retired, at all aduenture ventred vpon 
them, to his owne vtter ouerchzow, and to the great weakning of the 
wealth of his common weale and country. Il chen learning be lo 
neceſſary to warre(whereto many thinke it rather a hinderance , as 
the french nobilitie fozſooth at this day ſcarce dareth deale with it, 
foꝛ feare ofmarring their martiall feates ) howe needefullmuſt we 
thinke it to other partes of the common wealth: Can the Pyince 
ſet fooꝛth Gods glozp,and lee tothe realmes ſafety: Can the nobility 
pꝛouide fo2 the pꝛeſeruation of their pꝛince and countries commodi⸗ 
ty % can diuines truly pꝛeach the Goſpel : can Judges duely mini: - 
ſer iuſtice: can Lawiers defend the innocent ꝛcan Philttions heale 
the ſicke: yea in warre can the lurgions cure the wounded, without 
learning: Can Marchaunts ſafely paſſe the daungerous ſeas with⸗ 
out (kilful Pilotes;Lan they mutually trafique and bꝛing in necella⸗ 
ries into the realme withoutſkilful interpꝛeters : To be ſhoꝛt, chere 
is nothing done to the countries commonditie, wheretao there is not 
had the. help ofſkil and learning. So that learning and wit is the 
only wealth of ech country, che only conquerour in war, che only pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruer of peace. Lytz the goddeſſes of peace without learning can 
doe na good, Mars without Minerua can make no good mart. Theres 
foe (ir) well you may reſtraine me from ſtudye, but you ſhal neuer 
diſlwade me from it. And wheras you perſwade me to enter into the 
ſtate of matrimony, J cannot but thinke char the great deſire port 
haue to do me good, doth lo dim pour vnderſtanding, that port pep: 
To „ _ trecllp 
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fectly knowe not what willddame good, uiherwiſe pon org not go | 
about cob)ingavd(as har) ontief:@vs bleſſing inten; warme 
Sunne. Foz if you knewe the commodities of this life which I 
now leade, and eonfidered the-diſcommodities.of thatlyfe you would 
haue me to leade, q know you would neuer counſaple me to cleaue to 
the one, & leaue the other: In chis ſulch quiet, in that ſuch care: in this 
ſutch puritie, in hat (gh pꝛatitie n his ſutch vertue, in chat: lurch 
vanitie: in chis ſixch tontentatton in chut lurch vexation in this lurh 
caulmes, in that ſutch ſloꝛmes: in this ſutch ſafetie,in chat ſutch ieo⸗ 
pardie: in this ſurch felicitie, in that lurch milerie, that J mutch muſe 
that yon pourſelfe murmure not at the miſeries in marrpage r 
fanden in the ſweete ſolaredf'linglelife accapne,) - /-; - 1+ 

The people called Maſſageres Ming in'mountaines. without 
bones, eng cted this law anhongFeharnichat tuerp inhabitant ould 
haue two Tunnes oz fats : in the one ſhould lye the huſband, ſonnes, 
and men ſeruants, in the other the 3 and maide fers 
uants: they neuer eate togeather but on holy dayes; and maß not 
lawfully pe together, but only once a weeke, Pompeius hauing oc 

caſion to tritiel that way, demaunder ok chem, uihy they linen in that 
ſeparated ſozt% They anſwerev him, che Gods had geuen chem but 
ſhoꝛt time to line on the earth, which they ment to ſpend quietly, 
which being together with their wiues, they ſaw they could neuer do. 
And Licurgus him ſelf, whom you alleage in commendation ot mar⸗ 
riage, was — ok the Maſſagetes minve,fo he willed men not to 
Ie continually with their wiues but to ble their company feldoing 
and by ſtealth, whereby you may ſee that marriage is a daungerous 
thing, and dayntely to be dealt withall, and chat he had neede to be 
armed with moze peeres then J am, that ſhall venter vppon it. Fox 
my part, if pou be lo content, I meane to continue as J am, aud not 
to chaunge fo the wozſe,and wich Olaacus to gius golded harnelle 
fo2 Diomedes his balen, or a pzevious ſtonekfora Barlep cozne, 

with Aeſops cocke , His Father ſeeing howhee was bent, willed 

— to doo ag be Wolld,and halfe ngrye, leff him fo his owne ly: 

in g. ; 

Thane hithertocStrirfewiome n)vone-jon fine wong.in framirig 
my talke tothe condition and eapatltie'vf.cheſs Gentlemen, who, 
as poi heard ät dinner, held ſo hotly that learaluggivas not necella⸗ 
rie fox! a captapne:now J wil perkoꝛme my pꝛomile to pou, ard J wil 
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'not'only pay pou the ppincipall, but becauſe. you haue ſo quiets 


ly ſoꝛboꝛue pour due ſo lungen ſhall beare A will yeeld you ſome 
incereſt belides. 5 

Map it pleaſe yout thentoknowe that Alexius ſceing howe de« 
Cirous his father was to haue him marrie, thought it the part 
of an obedient childe-, to apply bymlelte 1 to the. pleaſure ot his 
parentes, and to enter into that trade of lyfe, wherein his father 
beloze him had traded: whereupon he ſomewhat intermitted his ears 
neſt ſtudye, and beganne to peruſe choſe bookes, which treated but 
ok litle learning: and in ſteede of Schooles , frequented thoſe plas 
ces, where at the lirſt being a freſh man foz the pꝛinciples of bis 
ſcience, hee was taught with lookes, not with letters, and with 
the eyes not with the month: well, in ſhozt ſpace it-foztuned one of 
his good inſtructoꝛs by lending him à locke, to learne hym ſutch 
A Leſſon( as beſt wittes are ſooneſt caught by Cupid)that he coulde 
not be quyet tyll hee had gotten out alone by hym ſelfe perfect- 


2 ta coune it: Where hee: larde it Toe As in chis | 


13 percepne nowethatſaping is rus 5 that 2» gteaten darkes 
are not the wiſeſt men, and chat in reſpect of experience, learnyng 
is litle to be accounted of, Foz J ſee the fooliſhneſſe of my Fa⸗ 
ther (ik it were poſſible there ſheulde be any in hym) to bee farre 
better then all my wiſedome and learnyng. Me onely knowech 


what is pofitable; what is pleaſaunt fox me: He knoweth, and 


he told me, but J wottde not then beieeue hym; that the marryed lpfe 


is the onely lyke. Mell, nowe J ſee it to be ſo in deede. Good 


God, what good dyd chaſe louyng lookes onely, whiche that louely 
wenche caff upponmee, doe mee: what chen may J iudgeof the 
reſt, if onely-lookes lyke mee la well? no, neuer app woozke of 
other mens, v2 inuentionofanpne quune,, neuer any Hiſtozie, Cos 

medie, ODzation, oꝛ Uerſe, haue pꝛocured mee halfe the plealure, 
as this beautifull booke hath .: - Therefoze now fareweil Miner- 
ua,welcome Venus: farewell Ariſtotle , welcome Ouid : farewell 
Muſes, welcome maydens : farewell learning, welceme L adtes, 
But what, thus ſhall J neglect Gods co 


loze, my Fathers heſtes, and gene my ſelfe ouer to fonde and foos 
- liſhloue + - Why,as though God allowed not ok marriage, as 


though Pallas lelfe were not ſublecte to loue as Hough 


wy Father himſelfe did nt in a manner kate mee heretn 5: Pes 
J will euidently let this my Goddeſſe vnderſtand my good will, 
J will humbly craue her lone agayne, J will make my Father? 
pʒiuie to my pꝛattiſe, J will cauſe all the friendes' Kg AN ſurther” 
che mariage betweenevs. - 12 

Now this poung Punee, hauing perkettly learnen bis frtfleſſum,; 
and lyking it very well, was taken foozth' another lelſon he was 
taught now foxfooch his partes of ſpeeche, hee was dziuen to ſpeake 
fo himſelke, to pꝛeferre many pitikull pꝛapers, ta feigne, ta flatter, 
to vow, to pꝛomiſe, toſweare , to make verſes, to wiite Letters, 
and to vſe all meanes to pzooue -his owneloue,and to purchaſe hergt 
and this lecture alſo lyked him well yenoagh fox that in that hee: 
was otherwiſe a good ſcholer, indued withagood wit, he was well: 
able euery way to diſcharge it, and beſides that, the Gentlewoman 
ſeemed at length almoſt willing to be wonne to his will. Then hee 
pꝛoceeded further in his learning, and came to his munbers, hee was 
Niuen tonumber æ tel out his coin, and to buy rings, tablets, chains, 
and ſucch lyke, to ſend to his miſtres, as tokens of true lone, to linke 
tpking,and to bynde faſt the bargayne . After this, he ettayned to 
che knowledge okche articles, fox now articles muſt be dꝛawen of 
their agreement, her iopnter mult be appointed,all the conueiances 
concerning this contract, are concluded: This leſſon neither uns: 
ked hym, koz that his father was able euery way to perfozme it. 

Now tc recreation aſter his fudp,his exerciſe alwayes was epy! 
cher ta triumph ok his owne happineſſe; epther ta trifle and calke; 
with his miltres,eyther in verſe curiouſly to commend her, oz els in 
pꝛuſe liuely to paynt fooꝛth the pzayſe af omen: and amongſt ma 
ww other his franticke fancies, hee preſented EROS to Vis Wilts: | 
this mutch in effect. 1 42 Janin. 

As it fomewhateaſcth che alflicted to vtter their army, Ono; 
doubt, i it greatly increaſerh'ourhapptiteſſe to expꝛelſe our toy: and 
I am perſwaded that all chedvelpghtfiill things we ſte, all the ioy⸗ 
full things we heare, and all the pleaſaunt things we-feele 5 moulde 
pꝛocure vs litle pleaſiire , if we had na meanes ta manifeſt them, 
o) friendes to impart chem to, i Theretoje A will vnald iy ioyes to 
mx ioy, mp pleaſures ta my Nucagon amy mirth to my miſtres. 
Fo2 who euer ſwamme in ſatch ſens of delyighe's!!TWhoeuer bathen 
t pakeecbliſte; iF0} OUR. J haue:bullþed wa” 
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of: God then to haue mine ame Father the authoz, the beginner; 
theptrfwader, the:-p)actifer ;the-furtherer , and the liniſher of mp 
felititie: ta impart vnto me his counſayle,to depart with his coine, 
to geue mehisgoodes;to leaue me his lands, and to doo moze fox 
me then J had eicher reaſon to require, oz ſa mutch as durſt to de⸗ 
ire S Father; thou dn knoweſt hom to bleſſe chy chalxzen. 
Then what mode happineſſe could happen vnto me then ta haue a 
wyfe,whoſe tountenaunce coueteth only to content me, whole lookes 
are framed onlp to mp liking, whole wooꝛdes are only wzeſted to my 
will, whole deedes are only directed to my delyght, whole beautie 
vertue is moze rare then ta be compꝛehended in a moztall wight, 
who in ſhape Venus, in wit paſſeth Pallas her ſeife , who is the only 
ſtarre which geueth right light, who is the only whzthip of the wozld, 
the only honour ok her age, the only Phænix ot the earth: whole go⸗ 
uernment is ſuch, that ſhe can guide herſelf wilely in al companies, 
in al cauſes, whole diſcretion is ſutch, chat ſhe can apply herſelfe ficly 
to altimeg, to alb places co all perſons who loueth me ſo lopally, that 
I cannot but like it, who honourech me lo dutikully; that J cannot 
fooke fo2 moꝛe, who at all times entertayneth mee lo curteoully, that 
I cannae but be content with it, who dayly fülech my cares wich fuck 
ſugred wooꝛdes, that they cannot but deligheme, who at boozd fees 
deth moe fo. dayntily, chat a pꝛinte would bee pleaſed with it, who 
feaſteth mee ſo deliratelp chat che goddes themſelues would be glad 
it: D Mitres thou only knoweſt how ta make thy huſband hap⸗ 
yy. But what marueyle is it to ſte a good: tree bꝛing feoꝛth good 
fruite ? Chat wonder is is to lee one woman good; when there are 
none il and how is it poſſible that chert chould be any il, whẽ the mat⸗ 
ter whereof they are made, and cauſes whereof they dome are right 
god .o firſt cheyart mave offheputifiedmmettallofman,whcr- 
a man was made af che grole arch. Annhe in ſliis, out ot hearbs 
is gotten pure water : lu out o man was gotten the qure:metcall of 
womenzas mp ve plainly pereiued by the-fineneſſe of their fourme, 
bpithe ſofineſſeofcheir ſtech by the cleareneſle of their colour, and 
lach like. Thenke) the canſttention ok cheir:bodiegythep are moſt 
commoulprolde öpreaſenwhereokthe nate muſt partent inoneſt, 
nilde,invmeriifall nd(t'conſtantitultheict-bightneſſe;mott conti« 
vent wnthourlemnelle neither ale mdricher inexceſle ur meate = 
5. = ther 
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vs mutknn ronniceris 
metAtfſoitiuels wichen ell rere. That woman was euer 
wide petfects then the virgin Marie uhe neuer knewe niah* 
then the Romane veſtäll _ chen dur vower birgins „who 
tontinties che whole "evurſe'of 


ei?! Tie without the bempany of 
mens But Ceny (Torſbothybeeing a mapdezdeſyzed ito: be made a 
mün. But till (pou Rhode che raiiſe e Mat foptſſat Mee ctüeter 
to bes bethe Ke deen: bitt that cee lütghtve kree ker rhefil: 
chinelle which men vidWreher cocker bekore Hee hes been raucher 
by Neptune) ke as che le ehtelle; i al yes 
0 | il wou D 
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would wich with all his hart he were a Kite , nd pet the kunde of _ 


Kites is not to be thought better chen of chicken. But to leaue 


Ariſtotle his rapling reaſons , and to reaſon indifferently of the 
matter, what one perfection any way art men indued withalt, 
that women want: Doomen (J ſap) eicher in natur all wit, ey⸗ 


ther in politike gouernment , eyther in valiant courage, ether 


in laill and learning, eyther in vertue and lining, any thing excell 
them?: And firſt foz witte, Ariſtotle him ſelfe pꝛoaueth them to 
bee moze apt in witte, fo; that they are moge loft in fleſhe: and 
wee our ſelues haue a common ſaping amongſt vs, chat women 
are neuer without an extuſe, which is a ſure ſigne ofamoſt harp and 
redie wit. And ik J were minen to alleage examples of wiceye wo⸗ 

men, J coulde recite whole Countreys, to wit, FHlaunders, Hol- 
land, Zeland; and moll of the lowe coimtreys; where the women 
wittily deale in all things, dilcretly ozver their houſheldes, tourte 
oullp entertaine ſtraungers, and wiſely wield moſt weighty affaires, 
whereas the men deale only with Minke, and like dumken doltes 
ye vnder the booꝛde In Eraunce allo the 1 
rally are moe wittie in woozdes,and eloquent in tate then the men. 
The lyke no doubt may be truely repozted ol diuers other nations, 
Then foz politike gouerwnent,is it ae that they; who can go⸗ 
uerne themſelues and their affections dilcreetly,their families; and 
houtholdes,07derlp,are toſecke in the politike; gouernment of yube 
like matters: F02 (nodoub6) it is karremoze ealy to ſee winily | 
into other mens affayꝛeg, then into uro ne and Solon ſapth, that 
they only are fit to gouerne ocher, who can well guide them lelues, 
neyther is che difference ſo ren a pꝛiuate family and pub⸗ 
like lacietie, but that they which can gouerne the one may wield the 
other. Agayne,ſecing in matters afloyiecwhich blind the wiſetmen 
that are) women can deah ſo politikelp,thacthough they chemſe lues 
beare great affection oa many yet ey will ſo Handle. the matter, 
that chey ſhall humbly make ſitite vnto them, and earnellly deſire thẽ 
to that, which they ofthemlelues molt erneſtly delireſeging't in pziup 
ſtealthes they can practiſe ſo politikely,tharcheirhulbandes,chough 
neuer ſa wary, hall neuer beware ol it, lun rather cht wore they are: 
deceiued,doatethe myo af en co be hought chepareca lege 
ok men, oz anyway inkeziogr to them, in the conveigh pk oꝛdinary ac⸗ 


hence matters 25 88 ute noe: g 
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ts the administration ok che common wealth: but what koꝛſooch is 
the cauſe ? Fozſooth the malicious ſpite ot men: and J may ſap 
it to my ſelle, it ſtandeth vs vppon ſo td doo, fox if they ſhould be 
allowed to execute publike offices , whereby their diſcreete and 
good gouernment myght be generally knowen, it were greatly to 
bee feared, that wee ſhould be let to the clout and kitchin anos 
ther while , and they placed in thoſe offices., whiche wee nowe, 
not ſo woꝛthy ol chem, wꝛong fully vſurpe . And pet to the intent 
all ſutch' bꝛyght lyghtes ſhould not be put vnder a buſhell, it hath 
pleaſed God to ſet ſome of them on the hils ol hygh eſtate, to giue 
lyght of lite, and good gouernment to the whole moꝛld: as namely 
the wife of Aeneas, named Lauinia; after his death gouerned the 
moſt turbulent ſtate of Italy, with luteh polirie and-wiſeome, that 
though the title al her huſband to the kingdome were verp tickle be⸗ 
ing a Troian and ſtraunger, though her neyghbours on euery ſyde 
were giuen to ſpopling,inchzoching,oppzeſfing, and vſurping „ pet 
thee kept her people in peace, and her kingdome quiet, until her ſou 
Aſcanius tame to ripe peeres. and then ſafely ſet him in the regall 
ſeate and royall dignitie of his father. As Debora fox her wit and 
policie was appopnted Judge oner the: Jſraelites, by whoſe com« 
{aple and courage, that couragious captapne and capitall enemy to 
the Nraelites, named Syſara, was ſubdued, J could alicage molb 
kruitfull examples of moſt freſhe and famous memonte,of the noble: 
gouernment at women; tk it were lawrull, ludere cum ſanctis. But 
what ſbould I rehearſe examples of the politique gorerrment 
of women, whereas lawes (che only ground ol al good gouernment) 


# * 


 werefirff inuented and made by Ceres, a woman: 855 
Therefoze to the third poynt, which is valiant courage: wherein 
we our ſelues confefſe them to be nothing inkerriour vnta vs, in chat 
wee ſap, women are alwayes deſirous ot ſoueraintie, which euidents 
iy argueth a noble and haughtie miũde . Beſides that, how mutch 
weaker their bodies are chen mens, lo mutch the mode ſtrength and 
bertue is contayned intheir mindes: F o it is the iuſtice of God tom 
monly,to ſupply the debilitie of che body, wich the myght of the 
mynd. Againe how much ſhoꝛter lyued they are then men, acroꝛding 
takriſtotle his opinion, ſo much the moꝛe vertue ol body and mind 
they are indued withal Likeas by daily experience we ſe that thoſe 
childzẽ which are deſfingd ta deach in Ig their life, are fare 
73444 | | un, moze 
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moꝛe wittle, dilerete and perkect every way, then thole who haue 
long time graunted them to liue on earth. Latiy, ik particulatp⸗ 
ties myght pꝛuue a generalitie, what man was euer moze couragt- 
ous then Semiramis, who in the habite and apparell of a man, go⸗ 
uerned the Aſcirians moſt couragiouſiy: Then Tomiris, who ſue 
the myghty Ring Cyrus moſt valiantly * Ehen the wines of the 
citie of Scio,who repulledtheir enemies myſt repzochefully's with 
inſinite other ,who in ſtoutnes ol ſtomacke and couragionſhes of 
minde, haue been equall to any man, that euer had any pꝛayle fo) his 
p20welle and vertue, The fourth poynt is learning, which to be pꝛo⸗ 
per as it were to women, may be p2oued by this, chat the Muſes, the 
authoꝛs of all learning were women, It map be aid, that the people 
called the Latines lent vs mutch learning: but it muſt be laid, that a 
waman named Nicoſtrata firſt taught them their letters. It may be 
laid, that Athens hath been the authoz of many arts, but it muſt be 
ſaid that Afpaſia inſtructed Pericles the Duke therok in learning. Sa- 
lomon was maſt wiſe and learned, yet Saba was able to diſpute 
with him Zenobia had learned ſannes, but ſhe herlelke taught them. 
So that it is euident chat women are rather the authoꝛs of learning, 
chen any way inferinur to men in learning. The laſt poynt is vertu 
ous lyfe. Alas it greeueth me to think how far we come behinde in 
this comparilon. om ſtrange it is to heare a woman ta be a [weaz 
rer, a ſtealer, a murderer, a traytoꝛ, a rebel, an ertozttoner ;a-perit- 
rer, à coolener, o ann lutch like: To aur ſhame IJ ſpeake'tt,we wal⸗ 
low in thole wickedneſſes : ow hard again is it to ſind a man ok con⸗ 
tinent comterſation,of modeſt manners, of milde mind, ol gentle dil⸗ 
polition, of curteous inclination, of pitifull hart: to their pꝛaiſe J 
ſpeake it, women abound in thoſe vertues. Do that toſpeake indifle⸗ 
rently betweene the life ot men and women, is as muteh difference 
as betweene lyght and darüne ſſe, between bertue and vice; between 
God and the diuel. Therloze ; ſeeing womenertel men ſin perfec⸗ 
tion of body and ſoule, in wit and gouernment, in courage, in leat⸗ 
ning, in lyke and conuerſation, -what merueile is it ił mp miſtres 
make me happy: what wonder! is it ifſhee winne mee to her will: 
what meede do J delerue, il J ſerus her al the vayes ok my like: on 
dutie no doubt is due vnta her, and'Jchinkemp.ſerutce not fubficiett 
toſhew the good will which am bound to beute herd 1 3/7 42 
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ſtres lake hach ieee 
pou into ſu good an opinion ot pour clue, chat vou will thikke a 
meane à man as np ſelfe , not woythn of paur company: unt A 
would wiſhe poit to take heede, lz in ſo doing you myght ſhew your 
ſelues ta want that wit and curteſte which Alexius hath attributed 
vnto pou: and it you pzoono him kalſe in one poynt, it is as lykely he 
hath lyed in al the ret. But to ſpeake my fancie freely ol the pꝛayſe 
which he hath geuẽ you, though lome patictiler examples be lo ma⸗ 
nifeftly trueʒ thar al the woꝛld doth acknowledge them, yet his gene⸗ 
ral reaſbng are altogeather ſophiſtival and ful ol fallat ies, ſet tooth 
without any lyuely colour, onely wich faygning and paynting: and 
the fine Marble you know needech no payntingz, chat is needfull'on- 
Ip fo} ragged walles. I meane not, that he ment women were rags 
ged walles, and therefoze paynted them oꝛit in ſutch loꝛt: but ſurely 
the ſequele ok his doings was lutch. chat it euidently appeared he 
thought not lo well ol women in deve; as he let foo)th in woꝛdes. 
Foz now fozſooth he is deſirous to be further learned, and to cake 
fooꝛth a new lellon, he leatieth his lozmer leſſons wich deſpapze, 
and pꝛoteevethto declenſions o he beginneth now to decline · which 
leſſon he ſayth to him ſelke, in this U en RD TPO s | 
Good God, Jſee there is ſacietie of all things, and Honp it ſelſe, 
ik one haue too mich ok it, ſeemech nothing lweete vnto him. How 
vnplealant now ſeemeth the pleaſure o pꝛactiling with my miſtres, 
which but euen nom Jthounghe heauenly happineſſe ? Pow are my 
ſlety flames vaniſhed to dead coalts: How is my luſt turned to loth⸗ 
ſbmnelſe : But what ſhoulde be the cauſe of this ſodaine alteration: 
The beauty of my miſtres blazeth as byightlp as euer it did, her al⸗ 
fection towardes mee is as feruent as euer it was, and my fleſh as 
apt to follow follp as euer it was The caule is this; J perceiue 
bp chis pleaſure ofthe day, um minde to be moleſted I ſee that by 
this vanitte; vice hach vanquiſhed vertue in mee, Jes hereby my 
witte dulled, my underſtanding blinded z mp memozy weakened, 
my lenſes ſotted, and all my partes able to play but one part, which 
is pleaſantly to pꝛactile with my miſtres. J ſee hereby all exerciſe 
of vertue ; all veſpect drreligian, All tare df godlpneſſe viterly vx: 
23 ſure the very pathway eo perditlon J 
dee women the wap to nete und rlüne? Which ſeeing Jes zal 
Iwilfullz wopkenine adone veſttugtions . - greedylp _ = 
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the bajte;which A kndwe hath a hooke hidden in it tu hurt mer: thal 
«| frequentthe pleaſure, which A knowe will turne co poyſon: Gall 
T continue her company, which will conuert ta my confuſion': 
ſhall J wich the Dogge redire ad vomitum ? ſhall I wich the di- 
uell, diſcendere adinfernum ?: ſhall I pꝛeferre a fapze wyfe bes 
ine apercuous life : my goddeſſe befoze my God + tranſitozpe plea: 
lure , befeze eternal blille : Mo, let mee firſt ſeeke my beloued, 
who is gonne powne into his garden tothe bednes of his ſpicerie to 
gather vp Lilies, and then ſhal I know how to lone my earthly bez 
loued as J ought to doe. Firſt let mee lay vp foz my ſelfe treaſire 
in heauen, and then ſhall J inioy true pleaſixe in earth. Firſt let me 
ſeeke the heauenly kingpome ; aud then ſhall Jabound in earthlp 
hliſſe. F irſt let mee learve toſerue.mp Loꝛd arigbt, and then _ : 
I ſerue my Lady without any: vapne delight. | 
Euer alter this, this Gentleman gaue him celfe tu uch godly⸗ 
belle that he gane over all vayne delightes ofthe fleſh; repoſing 
bis chiekeſt pleaſure in diuine concemplations; and ſeeing theſygbe 
of his [werte Miſtres to be a great hinderanee to his heauenly cogi⸗ 
tations, he altogeather ſeparated himleife from her company; left 
friends and country , and ſpenethe remaindour of his life in pilgri⸗ 
mage aud travel. 

Hou Gentlemen may learne hertby⸗ not todoate too murch of 
wpues 02 women, but to ble them as neceſſary euilg, and that if you 
bebidden to the heauenly banquet; you ought not wo returne ans: 
(were, chat vou haue married a wife, and cherefoze cannot come, but 
rather to fozlake wife: and wealth , and take bp the rrofle of Ehzift 
and .fallowe him, ag Alexius did. | 

'You Gentlewomenmayalſolearneherby, notorepoſe any pets: 
manent pleaſure in pꝛactiſing with your huſbandes, hut onely to vſe 
their cõyany as aſolace, to ſweeten the ſowerneſſe ok this life wich⸗ 
alz and to thinke that duch ſuperſtitidais loue towards your huſbandg, 
doth wichdzaw you from the true loue which you ought eo heare to- 
wardes God. But J could preach; better to pon in amoze pleaſant: 
matter, I wil leaue chis tert to ſome odde maſz perſon.who while he 
is bumaried, J warrant vou, wil . vou ſa earneſtiꝝ rom ſuich 
iwolatraus dot ing on your hulbandg, that he wil not Kicke to tel you 
beſides Seripture,thatyou onght to — eo = 
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